
Honolulu Star-Advertiser - 12/02/2025 Page : A01

December 2, 2025 6:55 am (GMT -10:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

inside
Big Q A2
Weather A8

808-538-NEWS 
CALL TO SUBSCRIBE

Our 144th year, No. 305

local
Kokua Line A9
Newswatch A10

views&voices
Our View A12
Your Letters A12

sports
NFL B1, B4
College Football B1, B3

daily break
Comics B8-9
Television B10

KEIKI 
KALIKIMAKA
Celebrating the holiday season 
with drawings from our children

TODAY’S ARTIST

Camryn Arakawa, age 5
———
The Star-Advertiser presents 
an ornament each day 
through Dec. 24.

T H E  P U L S E  O F  P A R A D I S E  >>  Reaching 287,289 daily readers Monday-Saturday – HAWAII STRONG 

                              T U E S D AY  1 2 / 2 / 2 5  S TA R A D V E R T I S E R . C O M  >> $1.50 Oahu, $2 neighbor islands

City building permit 
counter will close for 
week due to backlog
LOCAL / A9 

Seabury Hall shooter 
Sebastian Peterson 
keeps hitting buckets
SPORTS / B1

FLOOD AFTERMATH Cleanup begins after three cyclones 
batter South and Southeast Asia, 
killing at least 1,200  WORLD / A5

Maui vacation rental bill passes first reading

The Maui County Council 
voted 5 to 3 on Monday to 
pass the first of three read-
ings on Bill 9 — Mayor
Richard Bissen’s divisive 
proposal to convert 6,100 
short-term vacation rentals 
into long-term housing for 
Maui residents.

At the end of another 
full day of testimony 

speculating over the effects 
of Bill 9, the Council sched-
uled the bill’s second of 
three readings for Dec. 15.

Council Chair Alice Lee 
voted against Bill 9 on Mon-
day, along with Vice Chair 
Yuki Lei Sugimura and Coun-
cil member Tom Cook.

“Some of us are very con-
cerned about the horren-
dous economic impact of 
such a bill,” Lee said.

Later, just before calling 

for the Council vote, Lee de-
scribed Bill 9 as “very 
divisive.”

“I’ve been in this business 
over 26 years and, honestly, 
this is one of the worst bills 
I’ve ever seen. … You come 
up with a bill and you justify 
it later as you go along.”

But the other five 
members of the current 
eight-member Council — be-
fore Bissen selects someone 
to serve the remainder of 
the late Tasha Kama’s Coun-
cil term — voted to keep Bill 
9 alive, emphasizing that 
tourists will have thousands 

of legal short-term vacation 
rental options that will still 
operate normally.

“It’s not taking away 
every single legal short-term 
rental,” Council member 
Tamara Paltin said.

Before the COVID-19 pan-
demic crippled Maui’s tour-
ist-driven economy and 
before the Aug. 8, 2023, wild-
fires destroyed an estimated 
5,500 homes, tourism domi-
nated everyday life for Maui 
residents, Paltin said.

“Our quality of life was 
horrendous,” she said. “You 
couldn’t go to the super 

market, you couldn’t go out 
to eat, you couldn’t go to 
your favorite beach and find 
parking past like 8 o’clock in 
the morning.

“To me, it’s about balance 
and right-sizing the tourism 
industry, prioritizing our 
people over profit,” Paltin 
said.

Council member Keani 
Rawlins-Fernandez also 
voted for Bill 9, saying 
“Some people see Maui as a 
business and some see peo-
ple see Maui as our home.”

Council member Shane 
Sinenci emphasized that 

tourists still will have alter-
natives to Maui hotels be-
cause 23,000 short-term, 
vacation rentals will con-
tinue to operate as usual.

If Bill 9 passes, owners of 
vacation units in West Maui 
would have three years to 
convert them. South Maui 
landlords would have five 
years.

Without it, Bissen said, 
Maui would be unable to 
build thousands of units 
over the same period be-
cause of a lack of water and 

By Dan Nakaso
dnakaso@staradvertiser.com

The state Department 
of Hawaiian Home Lands 
anticipates meeting a 
June 30 deadline to fully use 
$600 million appropriated 
in mid-2022 by the Legisla-
ture mainly to develop 
homestead lots for 
beneficiaries.

DHHL officials informed 
a state House of Represen-
tatives oversight panel on 
Monday that they expect 
to have $589 million en-
cumbered, or obligated for 
use, by the end of this year 
followed by the remaining 
$11 million by March 1.

Full encumbrance of the 

funds by the June 30 dead-
line, which lawmakers pre-
viously extended by one 
year, would help demon-
strate that the agency can 
put to use additional fund-
ing that it has sought from 
the Legislature after the his-
toric 2022 appropriation 
but failed to obtain last year 
via proposed legislation.

During Monday’s briefing, 
DHHL representatives 
floated the idea of $800 mil-
lion in additional funding 
spread equally over eight 
years to produce close to 
6,000 homestead lots.

Members of the House 
panel expressed general sup-
port for additional state 
funding, and plan to produce 

an interim report on DHHL’s 
progress using the $600 mil-
lion appropriation before the 
2026 legislative session be-
gins Jan. 21. A final report is 
planned before the start of 
the 2027 session.

“You have a huge task in 
front of you, and I appreci-
ate the work that you have 
done to spend down 
$600 million in what I think 
is mostly wise ways,” Rep. 
Luke Evslin, chair of the 
panel known as the Act 279 
Working Group, said during 
the briefing. “And (what) 
becomes just more and 
more clear, with every Act 
279 Working Group meeting 
that we’ve had, is the need 
for lots more funding.”

Kalani Fronda, DHHL land 
development division ad-
ministrator, told the panel 
that the agency expects to 
deliver 2,472 homestead 
lots using most of the $600 
million appropriation, 
though DHHL Director Kali 
Watson noted that lot con-
struction at 28 projects 
across the state will take 
multiple years to complete.

Because of this, the Legis-
lature’s deadline was tied to 
encumbering, not spending, 
the $600 million. DHHL esti-
mates that by the end of 
this year it will have spent 
$120 million of the 2022 
appropriation.

DHHL expects to meet deadline to spend $600M
By Andrew Gomes
agomes@staradvertiser.com
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Hegseth
ordered
attack but
not killing
of survivors,  
officials say
By Charlie Savage, 
Julian E. Barnes, Eric 
Schmitt and John Ismay
New York Times

WASHINGTON >> The 
Trump administration on 
Monday defended the legal-
ity of a Sept. 2 attack on a 
boat in the Caribbean Sea as 
calls grew in Congress to ex-
amine whether a follow-up 
missile strike that killed sur-
vivors amounted to a crime.

The lethal attack was the 
first in President Donald 
Trump’s legally disputed 
campaign of killing people 
suspected of smuggling 
drugs at sea as if they were 
combatants in a war. It has 
started coming under in-
tense bipartisan scrutiny in 
recent days amid questions 
about the decision to kill the 
initial survivors and what 
orders were issued by De-
fense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth.

At the White House on 
Monday, press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt read a state-
ment that said Hegseth had 
authorized the Special Oper-
ations commander oversee-
ing the attack, Adm. Frank 
M. Bradley, “to conduct 
these kinetic strikes.”

She said that Bradley had 
“worked well within his au-
thority and the law directing 
the engagement to ensure 
the boat was destroyed and 
the threat to the United 
States of America was 
eliminated.”

According to five U.S. offi-
cials, who spoke separately 
and on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss a sensi-
tive matter that is under 
investigation, Hegseth, be-
fore the Sept. 2 attack, or-
dered a strike that would kill 
the people on the boat and 
destroy the vessel and its 
purported cargo of drugs.

Please see DHHL, A6
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Kalani 
Fronda: 
The DHHL official said 
the agency will deliver 
2,472 homestead lots 
with appropriated 
funds
———

WILLY KURNIAWAN / REUTERS

An ambulance drove Monday in an area hit by deadly fl ash fl oods following heavy rain in Palembayan, Agam regency, 
West Sumatra province, Indonesia.

———

The scrutinized proposal would convert
6,100 short-term units into long-term housing
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But, each official said, 
Hegseth’s directive did not 
specifically address what 
should happen if a first mis-
sile turned out not to fully 
accomplish all of those 
things. And, the officials 
said, his order was not a re-
sponse to surveillance foot-
age showing that at least 
two people on the boat  
survived the first blast.

Bradley ordered the initial 
missile strike and then sev-
eral follow-up strikes that 
killed the initial survivors 
and sank the disabled boat. 
As that operation unfolded, 
they said, Hegseth did not 
give any further orders to 
him.

The officials clarified the 
sequence of events amid the 
political and legal uproar 
that has followed a report in 
The Washington Post last 
week. It said that Bradley or-
dered the second strike to 
fulfill a directive by Hegseth 
to kill everyone. The reac-
tion has included questions 
about whether Hegseth spe-
cifically ordered an execu-
tion of shipwrecked sailors 
in violation of the laws of 
war.

Speaking to reporters 
Sunday night, Trump said 

that Hegseth had denied or-
dering a second strike to kill 
two people who were 
wounded but still alive after 
the first one, saying, “Pete 
said he did not order the 
death of those two men.”

TRUMP ALSO sought to 
distance himself from the 
follow-  up strike, saying he 
“wouldn’t have wanted that, 
not a second strike,” al-
though he said the first one 
was “fine.” He defended his 
broader policy of having the 
military use lethal force 
against people suspected of 
smuggling drugs. Starting 
with the Sept. 2 attack, his 
administration has said it 
has carried out 21 such 
strikes in the Caribbean Sea 
and eastern Pacific Ocean, 
killing 83 people.

Hegseth called the Post’s 
reporting “fabricated” and 
“inflammatory.” “As we’ve 
said from the beginning, and 
in every statement, these 
highly effective strikes are 
specifically intended to be 
‘lethal, kinetic strikes,’” he 
wrote on social media.

On Monday, Sen. Roger 
Wicker, R-Miss., chair of the 
Armed Services Committee, 
said that he had spoken 
with Hegseth and Gen. Dan 
Caine, chair of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, about the 
strikes and that his  
committee would conduct a 

congressional investigation 
into the matter.

Hegseth also spoke with 
Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Ala., 
chair of the House Armed 
Services Committee, accord-
ing to a U.S. official.

In interviews Monday, two 
U.S. officials — both of 
whom were supportive of 
the administration’s boat 
strikes — described a meet-
ing before the attack at 
which Hegseth had briefed 
Special Operations Forces 
commanders on his execute 
order to engage the boat 
with lethal force.

That written order, they 
said, did not address what 
should happen if people sur-
vived the first strike.

Several people familiar 
with the congressional effort 
said lawmakers had asked 
to see a copy of the execute 
order and that the adminis-
tration refused to turn it 
over.

The two officials also said 
Hegseth made no verbal di-
rective at the meeting that 
went beyond the written or-
der. The Post article did not 
provide context on when 
Hegseth gave what its 
sources described as a spo-
ken order to kill everyone.

The two officials ques-
tioned whether the surviv-
ing people were Bradley’s 
intended target in the  
second strike, as opposed to 

the purported drugs and the 
disabled vessel. They ar-
gued that the purported 
cargo remained a threat and 
a lawful military target be-
cause another cartel- 
associated boat might have 
come to retrieve it.

ONE OF the officials said 
the U.S. military intercepted 
radio communications from 
one of the survivors to what 
the official said were nar-
cotraffickers. If so, members 
of Congress could request 
those communications as 
part of its oversight  
investigation.

The suggestion that 
Hegseth, Bradley or both 
targeted shipwrecked survi-
vors has been galvanizing 
because that would appar-
ently be a war crime even if 
one accepts the Trump ad-
ministration’s disputed argu-
ment for why its boat 
attacks have been lawful.

Generally, a military  
cannot deliberately attack 
civilians, even suspected 
criminals, who do not pose 
an imminent threat. The ad-
ministration has argued the 
strikes are nevertheless 
lawful because Trump has 
“determined” that the 
United States is in a formal 
armed conflict with drug 
cartels, even though Con-
gress has not declared any 
such war.
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other infrastructure  
demands.

In all, 56 people signed up 
to testify either in person or 
remotely on Monday and re-
peated many of the same  
arguments that have been 
heard during hours of  

previous testimony.
Supporters of Bill 9 got 

emotional as they talked 
about family and friends 
who had to move away be-
cause they could not find af-
fordable housing in West 
Maui after the wildfires.

Opponents — many of 
whom own multiple vaca-
tion rentals that would be 
turned into long-term use — 
said that local residents  

cannot afford the cost of 
renting them, let alone to 
buy them.

They also said local fami-
lies would not want to live in 
their aging, often one- 
bedroom units with limited 
parking and storage.

At the same time, they ar-
gued that Bill 9 will destroy 
local jobs that employ 
housekeepers, plumbers, 
electricians, contractors  

and others.
Some urged the Council to 

exempt their specific condo 
properties from Bill 9.

Other opponents of Bill 9 
continued to cite portions of 
an analysis of the potential 
economic effects for Maui 
County by the University of 
Hawaii Economic Research 
Organization, including lost 
property taxes and jobs, and 
a drop in visitor spending.

They continued to ignore 
UHERO’s analysis that over 
11,600 Maui households — 
or 21% of all households on 
the island — already use 
30% of their incomes to pay 
for housing and could afford 
to rent converted units be-
cause the owners would see 
their tax rate fall to Maui 
County’s lowest rate as the 
value of their homes contin-
ues to drop.

Some Bill 9 supporters  
on Monday continued to 
counter that trades workers 
still will be needed given the 
owners’ descriptions of the 
maintenance needs on their 
aging units.

Jordan Ruidas founded 
the grassroots group La-
haina Strong and began 
Monday’s public testimony 
by telling the Council “you 
folks have heard it all from 
both sides.”

David Louie — former Ha-
waii attorney general-turned 
Airbnb lobbyist — cited an 
Airbnb study that quoted 
economist Paul Brewbaker 
saying that housing prices on 
Maui already have fallen 30% 
since Bissen proposed Bill 9.

A further decline could 
bankrupt Maui’s economy, 
Louie warned.

Four people who urged 
the Council to vote against 
Bill 9 only testified as “Anon-
ymous 1, 2, 3 and 4.”

Some of the Bill 9 critics 
said the Council cannot 
“guarantee” that it will free 
up affordable housing on an 
island that already struggled 
with a housing shortage be-
fore the fires drove even 
more longtime residents to 
leave as landlords continue 
to increase rents.

Some owners also in-
sisted that they would 
rather leave their units 
empty for their personal use 
than to sell or rent to local 
residents long term.

Others maintained their 
position that Bill 9 will lead 
to expensive litigation 
against Maui County for tak-
ing their property rights 
without just compensation.

Bissen ran for mayor after 
serving as chief judge of 
Maui’s Circuit Court and has 
insisted that Bill 9 can sur-
vive a legal challenge.

On Monday, different 
Council members proposed 
four amendments to Bill 9, 
including one proposed by 
Cook that would exempt 
specific properties.

Cook withdrew his pro-
posal after Maui’s Corpora-
tion Counsel said it could 
make defending Bill 9 in 
court more difficult.

Paella Kiakona, one of  
Lahaina Strong’s organizers, 
said that over 2,000 people 
had signed a petition in sup-
port of Bill 9, many of whom 
testified in person using 
their names.

“We show up, we don’t 
hide,” Kiakona said. “We 
show up in person. We are 
the victims of this industry. 
Rather than be victimized, 
we choose to fight.”

The public testimony 
wrapped up with Stephen 
West — division director of 
Maui’s International Long-
shore Warehouse Union Lo-
cal 142 — telling the Council, 
“we want that opportunity to 
basically claim back what 
was for the people, by the 
people of Maui County. Not 
long-term speculators. … We 
want all transient vacation 
rentals out of our neighbor-
hoods. Keep the tourists 
where they belong — in the 
tourist destinations.”

Council member Kama 
died Oct. 26 at the age of 73.

She chaired the Council’s 
Housing and Land Use Com-
mittee that held seven con-
tentious hearings on Bill 9.

The committee consists 
of all nine Maui Council 
members and Kama was one 
of only three who voted 
against Bill 9 when the com-
mittee voted 6-3 to approve 
it on July 24.

Her vacancy leaves no 
tie-breaking vote after the 
Council failed to meet its 
Nov. 25 deadline to pick a 
successor from among three 
people who they either nom-
inated or they nominated 
themselves.

The Maui County Charter 
requires no deadline for Bis-
sen to pick Kama’s replace-
ment, who could either vote 
for or against Bill 9.

MAUI
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DHHL presented panel 
members with a 44-page 
booklet on the agency’s  
development project pipe-
line, which Fronda said ac-
counts for where the  
$600 million has been com-
mitted along with lot devel-
opment progress.

The agency also showed 
a short video from an  
Aug. 25 ceremony on Maui 
welcoming initial home-
owners to the first new 
subdivision funded by  
Act 279, Pu‘uhona Home-
stead in Waikapu.

“We’re very, very blessed 
and we’re very fortunate to 
be here,” Aysia Kahoohano-
hano, one of the new home-
owners, said in the video.

DHHL used $5.5 million 
from Act 279 to buy the 
Pu‘uhona site and spent 
$17 million more to create 
the 161-lot subdivision. De-
velopment firm Dowling 
Co. is building the homes 
using private financing  
and selling the homes to 
beneficiaries.

The homestead program 
was established in 1921 by 
Congress to return Native 
Hawaiians to their ancestral 
lands after the U.S. annexed 
the islands. Administered 
by the state since 1959, the 
program offers residential, 
agricultural or pastoral land 
leases to DHHL beneficia-
ries, who must be at least 
50% Hawaiian.

The lot leases cost $1 a 
year, and beneficiaries 
must pay for or build their 
own home.

Over the past century, 
about 10,000 homesteads 
have been created, or 100 
per year on average, largely 
due to meager funding and 
a large DHHL land base not 
well-suited for residential 
development. The Legisla-
ture passed Act 279, also 
known as the Waitlist Re-
duction Act, for DHHL to 
dramatically boost lot de-
velopment and reduce its 
list of close to 30,000 bene-
ficiaries waiting for leases.

Last year, the 51-member 
House near-unanimously 
endorsed a bill proposing 
another $600 million in 
funding for DHHL. But the 
measure, House Bill 606, en-
countered resistance in the 
Senate and failed to emerge 

from a House-Senate con-
ference committee formed 
to work out differences. 
That bill potentially could 
be reconsidered next year.

On Monday, Fronda told 
the House panel that DHHL 
could use $871 million in ad-
ditional funding to produce 
6,285 lots statewide at proj-
ects that include some 
started with Act 279 funding.

“If we have something 
that’s consistent each year, 
we can plan ahead accord-
ingly,” Fronda said, adding 
that $100 million a year for 
eight years would about 
cover the estimated cost 
for what DHHL refers to as 
“Phase 2” of its new devel-
opment pipeline.

Evslin (D, Wailua-Lihue) 
acknowledged that a dedi-
cated funding source would 
help DHHL fulfill its plans.

Another panel member, 
Rep. Darius Kila (D, 
Nanakuli- Maili), lamented 
that the Legislature’s his-
toric 2022 appropriation 
wasn’t made 20 years ear-
lier, and said that helping 
DHHL further should be 
seen as a right and entitle-
ment instead of a handout.

Rep. Diamond Garcia (R, 
Ewa-Kapolei) also thanked 
Watson and Fronda for the 
update, and said he ex-
pects it will go a long way 
to inform colleagues about 
the progress and needs of 
DHHL.

“I think going through 
this next session, I’m sure 
the discussion will come 
up again about more fund-
ing,” Garcia said.

DHHL
Continued from A1

NATHAN HOWARD / REUTERS / NOV. 5

A White House official said that Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth had authorized the Special Operations 
commander overseeing the attack, Adm. Frank M. Bradley, “to conduct these kinetic strikes.” Hegseth arrives 
at the Capitol ahead of a briefing with members of Congress in Washington, D.C.
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Darius  
Kila:
The state 
representative said the
Legislature’s 2022
appropriation should
be viewed as a right
and entitlement for
the Department of
Hawaiian Home
Lands, not as a
handout
———
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We live here.We give here.

Make a donation on your Honolulu Star-Advertiser subscription invoice
or call 808-538-NEWS(6397). All donations will go to SATC. For amounts

over $25, a donation receipt will be sent to you directly from SATC.

The Sex Abuse Treatment Center
(SATC) of Kapi’olani Medical Center
forWomen & Children provided
comprehensive and confidential
services to 900 survivors on O‘ahu
last year. Out of those,more than
600were served for the first time.

Weare here to help.
Healing can beginwith us.

If you or someone you know has been
impacted by a sexual assault, contact our
24-hour hotline or webchat to connect

with someone who is here for you:
808-524-7273

SATCHawaii.org

YOU’RE
NOT
ALONE.
“SATCmade me feel safe,
heard and understood.”

“I would not have made it
through this experience
without SATC.”

“I’m so glad SATCwas
with me.”

These are real-life comments
from clients of the SexAbuse
Treatment Center.


