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New roundabout sure to 
make drivers’ heads spin

I learned to drive in the U.K., a coun-
try of roundabouts and drivers who 
use their indicators when turning.

Roundabouts are better than four-
way stops or traffic lights. But, for 
them to work properly, drivers need to 
indicate when they are staying on or 
leaving the roundabout. Otherwise, 
drivers must stop to see if the person 
on the roundabout is continuing round 
or leaving, disturbing traffic flow.

Hawaii drivers typically find signal-
ing an unnecessary activity and our 
Department of Transportation in its 
omission unfortunately seems to be 
supporting that lazy behavior.

After 3 years and $11 million, we 
have a very complicated roundabout 
that few drivers know how to use 
safely. Not helped by the DOT’s round-
about rules, which miss a key piece of 
information.

Frances Hill
Kailua

American democracy at 
precarious crossroads 

I stand with the writer of the recent 
letter “Trump no peacemaker, but per-
haps warmaker” (Star-Advertiser, Nov. 
13). The question is not really about 
what Marc Thiessen wrote in his edito-
rial, nor about whether Donald Trump 
deserves the Nobel Peace Prize 
(“Trump is greatest American peace-
maker, deserves Nobel,” Star-Adver-
tiser, Column, Oct. 10).

This is a precious moment in Ameri-
can history. We the people get to de-
cide: Are we going to allow this 
insecure president and his colleagues 
to continue to create policies aimed at 
destroying democracy that our Consti-
tution strives to protect, or are we go-
ing to speak up and defend/strengthen 
this democracy for generations to 
come?

Lynn B. Wilson
Waikele

Send isle lawmakers 
back to grade school

Gov. Josh Green and his legislators 
have an annual $20 billion budget. 
They should gather each day for a 
week in an elementary classroom set-
ting to share expenditure ideas and for 
team-building.

They could start by breaking out 
their crayons and finger paints to dis-
play a creative side. Then, play word 
association games for communication 
skills. At playtime, they can design af-
fordable castles in the sandbox to dis-
cover problem-solving. Later, they can 
take a nap at their desks to induce 
clearer thinking. Afterwards, they can 
sing happy songs and eat mango ice 
cream.

At the end of their day, they can do 
e-bike wheelies all the way home. 
Then, unwind, sleep and dream of 
fewer unpopular, frivolous projects, so 
families can spend their tax savings on 
essentials that they indubiously need.

John Burns
Wahiawa

Nuremberg translator’s 
lesson rings true today

My father, Siegfried Ramler, was an 
interpreter at the Nuremberg Trials. 
Looking through some old papers, I 
found an article he submitted to the 
Star-Advertiser in 2011. His last para-
graphs beg repeating in today’s politi-
cal climate.

“When checks on governmental 
power and control do not exist, when a 
dictatorship distorts and nullifies ex-
isting law, when the achievement of a 
desired end justifies any means to ob-
tain it, when genocide becomes gov-
ernment policy and when the world 
community fails to react, the result 
leads to the abyss into which Germany 
descended during the Nazi period.

“It is this lesson — the fundamental 

importance of the rule of law and of re-
sistance to dictatorial edicts which dis-
regard legal principles and press for 
shortcuts to ‘justice’ — that should be 
the enduring legacy of the Nuremberg 
trials, even after the last of the direct 
participants are no longer here to bear 
witness.”

Dita Ramler-Reppun
Kailua

Plant trees to accentuate 
isles’ natural splendor

Singapore is less than half the size of 
Oahu and houses more than 6 million 
people, but when walking around one 
sees a harmonious fusion of beautiful 
green forest lacing concrete jungle 
with a thriving wildlife. Walking on 
footpaths often one cannot see high-
rises because of dense foliage, and 
trees are constantly planted. Singapore 
is the greenest city I have ever seen.

I look back at Hawaii, which is a gift 
of nature to the world. But there is a 
dearth of roadside trees and few new 
trees are ever planted.

Since 2006, the people of Piplantri, 
India, have planted 111 trees and 
started an education account every 
time a girl child is born, addressing 
both gender equality and environmen-
tal sustainability.

I urge that we plant thousands of 
trees yearly in collaboration with the 
community. The greening of Hawaii 
will add to its beauty and environment.

Birendra S. Huja 
Waialae Iki

JAMM AQUINO / JAQUINO@STARADVERTISER.COM

A motorist yields to a passing cyclist at the recently completed Kailua 
roundabout on Nov. 13.
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OUR VIEW

HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

N early two decades after the state Legislature 
banned residential development in Kakaako 
Makai, a spark of pragmatism could see two of the 

state’s leading Native Hawaiian entities team to sidestep 
that law. It’s an intriguing idea, to be sure.

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ (OHA) board of trust-
ees this month voted to negotiate with the state Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) on a potential 
housing project eyed for a 3-acre parcel, part of OHA’s 31 
total acres in Kakaako. That swath of land south of Ala 
Moana Boulevard has been designated by state law as a 
no-go zone for residential construction, and OHA has 
struggled to make good use of the property since taking 
ownership from the state as part of a ceded-land settle-
ment in 2012.

Multiple attempts to develop affordable housing in the 
space — standalone, as part of a multi-use space or 
pitched as go-alongs with larger urban corridor projects 
such as Skyline — have failed to pass legislative muster. 
The most recent bid to flip the prohibition withered on 
the vine in February, when Senate Bill 534 proposing af-
fordable housing at Kakaako Makai died in committee. It 
was a particularly short-lived attempt, as that chamber 
in past years had approved of OHA’s overtures only to 
see bills fail in the House, where former Rep. Scott Saiki, 
an ardent opponent of the Kakaako development con-
cept, consistently halted forward movement.

SB 534 was a plan that sought to harness residential 
income as a means to buttress programs and services 
for Native Hawaiian advancement. Limited development 
would simultaneously ease burdens of local government 
by creating prime workforce housing and, importantly, 
affordable options guaranteed for Hawaii residents. But 
many in the community bristled at the notion of Ka-
kaako Makai towers reaching up to 400 feet high, or dou-
ble current limits for the area, and the idea of affordable 
housing taking up prime real estate. In any case, Senate 
committee chairs disagreed with draft changes and ta-
bled the legislation indefinitely.

Some eight months later, OHA is once again pressing, 
this time in tandem with DHHL and that agency’s author-
ity to override state and county land-use regulations. Un-
der the tentative OHA-DHHL proposal, the Kakaako 
parcel dubbed “Lot I” and currently rented out for vehi-
cle storage would hold a condominium tower, report-
edly to be operated in a similar vein to DHHL’s 23-story 
Hale Moiliili project next to Old Stadium Park. Plans 
could change, but this suggests rentals rather than own-
ership. It’s disappointing that available units won’t go di-
rectly toward whittling down DHHL’s homestead waitlist, 
which stood at about 29,000 individuals as of March, but 
filling housing needs as a stopgap to meting out perma-
nent dwellings is a step in the right direction.

The proposed partnership is a savvy one that serves 
both OHA and DHHL beneficiaries, and comes at a time 
when DHHL is under pressure to deliver on homestead 
promises. The first shoe dropped when the Legislature 
passed Act 279, or the “Waitlist Reduction Act,” in 2022 
and with it $600 million of fresh funding for DHHL to de-
velop lots and housing. Then earlier this year, the Trump 
administration threatened to eliminate the Native Hawai-
ian Housing Block Grant program for disuse of millions 
in federal funds. DHHL must take concrete action to ful-
fill its duty and apply that money toward the removal of 
names that have been on the waiting list for far too long.

Much can change in 19 years, and it has. Sentiment on 
affordable housing — its need, proliferation and avail-
ability — has shifted, with more residents viewing such 
projects favorably, if not going so far as to advocate for 
construction in their backyards. And attitudes toward 
DHHL and its mission are complementary. Now is an 
ideal time to lean on public amity and test the waters 
with a well-negotiated strategy for affordable residential 
housing in Kakaako Makai that is limited in scope, but 
big on impact for the Native Hawaiian community.

OFF THE NEWS

A compelling plan
for Kakaako Makai

Scrutinizing Dawson’s lucrative deals
Details of a federal complaint against an array of com-

panies affiliated with Hawaiian Native Corp. (HNC) and 
under the control of polo-playing entrepreneur Chris 
Dawson have emerged: The feds say about $17 million 
was embezzled, and used to pay for polo, homes in Ha-
waii and Florida, and other personal spending by Daw-
son, who killed himself on Dec. 19.

The complaint details more than $893 million paid in 
federal contracts to HNC-related companies under a pro-
gram meant to help “disadvantaged” businesses. The 
successor operators of HNC say they are seeking to “re-
cover and liquidate” assets believed to have been ob-
tained by Dawson with the stolen funds.

State picks up slack for local nonprofits
Local nonprofits offering and supporting health care, 

food aid, human services, education and arts have been 
awarded grants from a $50 million emergency pot autho-
rized in the last legislative session to help counteract fed-
eral budget cuts and clawbacks by the Trump 
administration. 

It’s a credit to the state that it has stepped up while 
also enduring the harsh effects of funding restrictions 
and clawbacks to state-administered services. The need 
has ballooned: Food distribution programs are among 
the beneficiaries — but alas, $97 million in applications 
went unfilled once the emergency money ran out.


