
To: 

From: 

Via: 

STATE OF HA WAIi 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

July 15 - 16, 2024 

Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 

Lisa Parker, Petitioner 

Richard Hoke 
Executive Assistant 

Subject: Petition for Declaratory Ruling to Determine the Enforceability of  the 
Settlement, General Release and Indemnity Agreement (Settlement 
Agreement) and the Stipulated Order Regarding Irrevocable 
Designation of Bruce K. Parker as Successor to Lease No. 
2877(Stipulated Order) 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION: 

Petitioner moves the Commission to: 

( 1) Consider her Petition for Declaratory Ruling;

(2) Determine the enforceability of  the Settlement Agreement; and

(3) Authorize Lisa Parker ("Lisa"), as the Personal Representative of the
Estate of Bruce Parker ("Bruce"), to name the successor to Residential Lease
No. 2877 ("Lease").

STATUTES AND RULES 

Sec. 10-5-51, HAR, states: 

"On petition of an interested person, the commission may issue a declaratory 
order as to the applicability of any statutory authority involved and include a 
complete statement of the facts and the reasons or grounds prompting the 
petition, together with full disclosure o f  petitioner's interest." 
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Pursuant to Hawaii Revised Statute §603-21.5 (a)(3), the First Circuit Court 
of the State of Hawaii exerted original jurisdiction over Civ. No. 05-1-1585-
09, filed on September 6, 2005, and pursuant to §603-21.9(1) and (6), the 
First Circuit Court had the power to make and issue orders necessary or 
appropriate in aid of its original jurisdiction over the matter pending before 
it. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

1. On September 6, 2005, Bruce as the Personal Representative of the Estate of
Pearl K. Parker ("Pearl"), filed a lawsuit against Thalia White-Ching
("Thalia") and the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands ("DI-Il-lL"), et.al.;
in Civ. No. 05-1-1585-09. Exhibit 1. 

2. The lawsuit sought to set aside Pearl's transfer of the Lease to Thalia on the
grounds that Pearl lacked legal capacity to convey her lease to Thalia, who
allegedly exerted undue influence on Pearl to effect a fraudulent
conveyance.

3. On November 13, 2007, the parties settled the lawsuit. Exhibit 2.

4. The material terms of the settlement agreement were that:

( 1) Thalia would have a life estate in the lease, to wit: "Thalia White-
Ching only shall remain as lessee on Lease No. 2877 for the remainder of
her life"; and

(2) Bruce would be the designated successor or any person that "his
estate names in the event Bruce K. Parker is unable to be designated as 
successor to the lease for any reason."

5. On November 20, 2007, the Court ordered Thalia to irrevocably designate
Bruce as Thalia's successor. Exhibit 3.

6. Thalia designated Bruce the successor to the Lease on December 11, 2007.
Exhibit 4.

7. Bruce died on December 20, 2011. At the time of Bruce's death, he was the
designated successor to the Lease. Exhibit 5.

8. Bruce was 53% native-Hawaiian. Exhibit 6.
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9. Lisa, Bruce's wife, is 68% native-Hawaiian. Exhibit 7. 

10. Kamuela, Lisa's and Bruce's son, is 61% native-Hawaiian. Exhibit 6.

11. Bruce appointed Lisa the Personal Representative for his estate in his Last
Will and Testament, dated April 12, 1990. Exhibit 8. 

SUMMARY 

Bruce was the designated successor to Lease No. 2877 from December 11, 2007 
until the date of his death on December 20, 2011. Pursuant to the settlement 
agreement, the parties agreed that Bruce's estate would name the successor to the 
Lease if Bruce was unable to be the designated successor. Lisa, as the Personal 
Representative of Bruce's estate, is the person who names the successor to the 
Lease. 

As a signatory to the stipulated order, Dffi-IL is bound by its terms. 

Lisa moves that the Commission: 

( 1) Grant her Petition for Declaratory Ruling;

(2) Determine that the Settlement Agreement is enforceable and binding upon
Dffi-IL;

(3) Authorize Lisa, as the Personal Representative of the Estate of Bruce Parker
("Bruce"), to name Kamuela, Bruce's and Lisa's son, the successor to
Residential Lease No. 2877 ("Lease").
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EXHIBITS 

Exhibit 1 : Complaint: Bruce K. Parker as the Personal Representative o f  the Estate 
o f  Pearl K. Parker v. Thalia White-Ching, the Department o f  Hawaiian Home
Lands ("DHHL"), et.al.; in Civ. No. 05-1-1585-09, filed 9/6/2005.

Exhibit 2: Settlement, General Release and Indemnity Agreement. 

Exhibit 3: Stipulated Order Regarding Irrevocable Designation of Bruce K. Parker 
as Successor to Lease No. 2877, filed 11/13/2007. 

Exhibit 4: Designation o f  Bruce K. Parker dated 12/11/2007. 

Exhibit 5: Certificate of  Death filed 12/29/2011. 

Exhibit 6: DHHL Kumu Ohana, Kamuela and Bruce Parker 

Exhibit 7: DHHL Kumu Ohana Lisa Parker 

Exhibit 8: Last Will and Testament of  Bruce Kerr Poniaulani Parker, 4/12/90 
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