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  HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION  
Minutes of February 21, 2023  

Hale Pono`i, 91-5420 Kapolei Parkway, Kapolei, O`ahu, Hawai`i, and Interactive Conferencing 
Technology (ICT) Zoom 

 
Pursuant to proper call, the meeting of the Hawaiian Homes Commission was held both in person and via 

Interactive conferencing technology, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
PRESENT Ikaika Anderson, Interim Chairman 
   Randy K. Awo, Maui Commissioner  
  Makai Freitas, West Hawaiʻi Commissioner 
  Zachary Z. Helm, Molokaʻi Commissioner (ICT -10:56 a.m.)(Arrived 1:55 p.m.) 
  Michael L. Kaleikini, East Hawaiʻi Commissioner  
 Russell K. Ka‘upu, Oʻahu Commissioner  (ICT -10:56 a.m.)(rtnd 2:38 p.m.) 
 Pauline N. Namuʻo, Oʻahu Commissioner 
 Dennis L. Neves, Kauai Commissioner  
 Patricia A. Teruya, Oʻahu Commissioner    
      
COUNSEL Ryan Kanaka`ole, Deputy Attorney General 
 
STAFF  Katie L. Ducatt, Deputy Designate to the Interim Chairman  
 Leah Burrows-Nuuanu, Secretary to the Commission 
 Andrew Choy, Planning Manager 
 Kahana Albinio, Acting Land Management Division Administrator 
 Juan Garcia, Homestead Services Division Administrator  
 Stewart Matsunaga, Acting Land Development Division Administrator 
 Paula Ailā, Acting Contact and Awards Division Administrator 
 Niniau Kawaihae, Special Assistant 
 Lehua Kinilau-Cano, NAHASDA Manager 
 Michael Lowe, Information Specialist 
 Jamilia Pacheco, Information Specialist 
 
ORDER OF BUSINESS    

 
CALL TO ORDER   
Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. Seven (7) members were present at the 
meeting location, and one (1) via ICT, establishing a quorum.  
 

 Pursuant to Act 220, the Board shall be visible and audible to members and the public unless 
leaving the meeting. No other participants are required to be visible during the meeting. All votes 
shall be by oral consensus unless a roll call is requested.   

 
 Commissioner Teruya thanked the Chairman for his service and noted that she had questions 

from beneficiaries about his status. DAG Kanaka`ole stated the Governor appointed Chair-
Designate Anderson under the Governor’s Interim Appointment Authority pursuant to Article 5, 
Section 6 of the Hawai`i Constitution. The withdrawal of the nomination means there will be no 
confirmation. However, Chair-Designate Anderson can still serve until the end of the session 
unless a new appointment is made.  
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 Commissioner Awo thanked DAG Kanaka`ole for the clarification, as the question did come up 
in their mokupuni council meeting.  

 
 Chair Anderson stated that Public Testimony would be taken following the approval of the 

agenda. The Commission will convene for lunch and an executive session at around noon 90 
minutes.   

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION/ACTION  
Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

JANUARY 17 & 18, 2023, REGULAR MEETING  
Chair Anderson asked if there were any edits to the January 17 & 18, 2023, Minutes and January 
27, 2023, Special Meeting Minutes.  
 
Commissioner Teruya stated for February 17, 2023,  page 3, paragraph 4, the following should be 
inserted, “it is noted that Masagatani is still reviewing the past Minutes; why is she still reviewing 
the past Minutes for the Department.” Page 5, 2nd to last paragraph, insert, “Pat Kahawailoa`a 
expressed concerns about allowing a past employee to review past Minutes.”  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked the Department to produce a list of vacancies and the type of 
positions, as indicated on page 12. Page 17, Juan Garcia was asked to provide an update on 
Nanakuli beneficiary Patrick James Mitchell’s status.  
 
For the Special Meeting, page 7, PT-13, the spelling should be Kurt Favella.  
 
Commissioner Kaleikini stated for clarification, on page 2 of 28, he referenced appropriation for 
$500,000 is by Senator Dela Cruz and the $2 million is part of Act 279.  
 
Chair Anderson asked if there were further discussions or amendments to the January 17 & 18, 
2023, Minutes 

 
MOTION/ACTION 
Moved by Commissioner Awo, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to approve the January 17 & 
18, 2023 Minutes with amendments. Motion carried unanimously.      

  
PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON AGENDIZED ITEMS       
 
PT-1 DeMont Manaole – Delinquent Right of Entries and Item F-3 
 
D. Manaole testified that the non-Hawaiian companies could get the right of entry, but the 
Hawaiian companies could not. He wants the Commission to think about getting the Hawaiians 
off the month-to-month basis because it hurts them, as they cannot go to the bank and get a loan 
because of the month-to-month. If they have long-term, they can get funds to improve their 
businesses. He thinks Act 279 is good but questions the plan’s validity because he was not 
contacted in 2020 during Covid. He sees the contact of the Associations and leaders, but what 
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about the 28,000 on the waiting list; who consulted them, and where is the evidence? He was told 
SMS did it.    
   
PT-2  Kona Jugoz – Item F-3 
 
K. Jugoz is the President of the Princess Kahanu Association (PKA). He asked that Governor 
Green release the General Funds awarded to their community by DHHL in December 2022. PKA 
contracted with an engineering company to design their new facility with the funds awarded in 
2020 and the funds in 2022 to design their community center. 
 
Commissioner Teruya stated she supports K. Jugoz’s testimony and wants to clarify that the 
Governor needs to release the grant funds awarded in 2022. She asked Chair Anderson to call the 
Governor to release the funds. 
 
Commissioner Helm agreed with Commissioner Teruya about moving the grants forward.    

 
PT-3 Brenda Jugoz 
 
B. Jugoz testified as General Manager for PKA. The capacity of their current community center is 
38, and they have 271 homes, and PKA’s vision is to expand their facilities to serve more of their 
community members. She asked that the funds granted in December 2022 by the DHHL 
Commission be released.  
 
Commissioner Teruya commented that B. Jugoz lives in Nanakuli and comes to Kapolei 
Community Development Corporation to use their certified kitchen. The funding they were 
awarded was to build a certified kitchen in PKA. B. Jugoz stated that is correct and wants to open 
it up to the other communities as well. 
 
PT-4 Don Keliiholokai  
 
D. Keliiholokai testified he had been a resident of Princess Kahanu Estates for 28 years. He stated 
that the funds must be released as their community center is a vital link for their community in 
Nanakuli and Wai`anae.  
  
PT-5 Jeremy Makepa – G-4 
 
J. Makepa is the President of `The Aina Alliance, one of the recipients of the grants approved in 
the December 2022 meeting. He is hopeful the release of the funds will be expedited to keep the 
coastline safe and cleared of abandoned vehicles. They also want to work on the access road to 
help create fire breaks.  
 
Commissioner Neves stated that the funds are important to Anahola and would like to move the 
projects. Commission Awo asked if the hold-up is at Budget and Finance or the Governorʻs 
office. Chair Anderson stated his office would reach out to both. 
 
Shayna Dela Cruz interrupted the meeting. Chair Anderson called for a recess. 
  

RECESS      10:06 AM    
RECONVENED     10:07 AM 
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Chair Anderson reiterated that he would check with the Governor and the Department of Budget 
and Finance.  

 
Commissioner Teruya asked if the funds would not be released by the fiscal year and if they 
would lapse. She thinks that the Department must react to this. Grants Specialist Planning Office 
Gigi Cairel stated the funds for the grants are from a special $10 million, and there is a deadline 
to encumber the funds by June 30, 2023, and staff does need a couple of months ahead of the 
deadline to prepare the documents.  
 
Planning Manager Andrew Choy stated the question is best answered by Administrative Services, 
and currently, no one is available to answer. Gigi Cairel stated that Chair signed the requests on 
January 27, 2023; it was submitted properly and is at Budget and Finance and the Governor’s 
office, where those two need to sign off on it.  
 
PT-6 Brent Nakihei – Item G-4 
 
G. Nakihei is the Vice-President of the Kalamaula Homestead Association to urge the Governor 
to release the funds for RFP-23-HHL-001 and 002. They are looking forward to the release of the 
funds.  
 
PT-7 Malama Solomon – Act 279 
 
M. Solomon testified on Act 279 regarding their request for an appropriation of $2 million to 
fund the geothermal energy project. They strongly believe the $600 million will not be able to 
address the total waitlist. The geothermal energy project will generate an ongoing revenue stream, 
targeting the wait list and getting single-family homes built with affordable mortgages and 
development funds for infrastructure for the build-out of homesteading programs. Stage 1, 
verification of location, and Stage 2, capacity, are the high-risk components for geothermal 
energy, and the private sector will not invest unless there is verification of location and capacity. 
The private sector will follow with DHHL as the lead along with other entities.  
 
Commissioner Awo stated he thought he heard the term high-risk and private companies do not 
want to invest and asked if he would invest his money in a high-risk venture like this. If this is 
what he heard, the question to the Commission is whether it would want to set aside $2 million 
intended for specific purposes and risk that in what is described as a high-risk venture.  
 
M. Solomon stated the $500,000 pulled down would define the location, and the $200 million 
will give them entry for exploration which should trigger $100 to $150 million in grant monies 
from the federal government. The Biden administration is in support of firm renewable energy. It 
mitigates risk if they can perform all of those stages, she explained, which she stated they can.  

 
PT-8 Robbie Cabral – Item F-3 
 
R. Cabral testified on behalf of Innovations Development Group (IDG) to support Act 279 to 
explore Hawaiian home lands for their geothermal potential. The opportunity for the project 
allows for uniting a state energy grid as grids are separated by islands under the ownership of 
Hawaiian Electric Industries, Inc. (HEI). It allows Hawaiians to be at the helm dictating their self-
determination in developing their assets. The project is a $3 billion project, and the request to the 
Department is to explore the next steps with the $2 million in the exploration of DHHL land 
assets. The Department will decide how the land is developed and with whom.  
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PT-9 Mililani Trask 
 
M. Trask testified that she is happy to see the passage of the Act that will provide a revenue 
stream for the construction of homes needed. $600 million sounds like a lot of money, but to her 
estimate, it will cost a little more than $7.2 billion to address the needs of the 29,000 on the 
waiting list. The way to do this is to look to the development of renewable energy resources in the 
state and use it as a dedicated revenue stream for the Department in the future. The United States 
set the deadline for renewable energy, and at the top for renewable energy resources for the US 
Indo-Pacific Fleet is Pearl Harbor, O`ahu. Hawai`i has the greatest geothermal resource in the 
United States.  
 
Commissioner Ka`upu asked for clarification that SCHHA and AHHL, the wait list association, 
opposed this project by the Department and Commission. He thought the SCHHA favored the 
project, but they are opposed. M. Trask stated she has calls from the SCHHA members stating the 
$600 million should go to those who can qualify now. She stated it is not enough revenue stream 
to build a home for everyone on the list.  
 
Commissioner Teruya wondered if the Legislature received the request for the geothermal from 
the PIG and if it was addressed. Commissioner Neves stated this was not presented to the PIG and 
did not consider the geothermal. He is not willing to take any part of the $600 million to put into 
risk.  
 
Commissioner Namu`o stated she supports the plan and has no deviation from the plan.  
 
Commissioner Helm stated he does not object to new proposals such as geothermal, but the 
Commission needs to stick to the Strategic plan with Act 279.  
 
Commissioner Ka`upu stated he was on the PIG, and the plan by design was flexible, with 10% 
flexibility for proposals from the beneficiaries on how to spend the money. Most comments were 
to do rentals, but rentals do not take people off the waitlist. This proposal for geothermal could fit 
into that 10% flexibility.  
 
PT-10 Kalehua Krug – Item G-4 
 
K. Krug is the Principal of Ka Waihona o ka Na`auao Charter School in Nanakuli. His request is 
to urge the release of the funds as they were awarded $1 million for a certified kitchen. The 
school has 650 students, and 90% are native Hawaiians on the Waianae coast. They teach the 
students to grow food and prepare food for nutritional, physical, psychological, and emotional 
well-being. They have been doing fundraisers to match the $1 million.  
 
PT-11 Faith Tuipolotu 
 
F. Tuipolotu is the President of the Moloka`i Homestead Farmers’ Alliance and testified that they 
are also awardees of RFP 23-HHL-001 and 002. She thanked the Department and the 
Commission for their support through the years. They also urged that the Governor release the 
funds.  
 
PT-12 Rose Davis 
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R. Davis testified she is with the Moloka`i Homestead Farmers’ Alliance and she echos the words 
of President Faith Tuipolotu for the Governor to release the funds to continue the work on 
Lanikeha.  
 

Note: 10:56 a.m. Commissioners Helm and Ka`upu had to sign off ICT for their flights.  
 
PT-13 Grace Gomes – Item F-3 
 
G. Gomes testified on behalf of the Paukukalo Homestead Association, a`ole, to use Act 279 
funds to conduct a geothermal exploration program.  
 
PT-14  Michael Kahikina 
 
M. Kahikina testified he heard $2 million and is here to oppose it. He requested the Governor 
release the funds.  
 
PT-15 Kanani Kapuniai – Item F-3 and Item G-1 
 
K. Kapuniai testified the State’s goal for renewable energy shall not be on the backs of the wait 
listers. What the Department can provide for the wait listers shall be funded by the General Fund 
and developed on Hawaiian home lands. The Commission and the PIG need to review the 
recommendations by the beneficiaries’ plan. She opposed Item F-3 and used the funds for 
geothermal research. She supports Item G-1 for a water division. For Item C-2, she stated the 
report needs help as it lacks important information.  
 
PT-16 Germaine Meyers 
 
G. Meyers is a Nanakuli Homestead lessee. Her concern is that the Chair-Designate Anderson 
withdrew his nomination and is no longer an Interim. Chair Anderson stated he was designated 
and is now Interim. She continued explaining the Constitution says that he is not allowed to 
manage the DHHL as an Interim when the Senate did not confirm him, so by withdrawing, he is 
no longer an applicant asking for a confirmation, according to Article 5, Section 6, paragraph 6: 
no person who has been nominated, or appointed to any of the offices and whose appointment has 
not received the consent of the Senate, shall be eligible to an Interim appointment, after that to 
such an office. She stated that she needed clarification because of the legitimacy since a Deputy 
Director and a Vice-Chairman could manage this meeting. 
 
Regarding the Minutes, he failed to address it in Maui when she brought it up to the Commission. 
She wants it addressed now because she is concerned about our assets, dollars, and lands being 
discussed at this meeting. The executive session minutes are still not being put on the agenda for 
approval like OHA, which states during the executive session, we will discuss the executive 
session minutes for approval for its validation, accuracy, and everything. She hopes decisions 
have not been made in executive session because, according to Sunshine Law, decisions are not 
supposed to be made unless it is related to termination and certain specific instances, but not 
everything. She asked for clarification.  
 
DAG Kanaka`ole stated Ms. Meyers is not his client, so under Chapter 28, if there is a question 
from the Commission, we can answer that in executive session. Chair Anderson stated he did not 
have any questions. DAG Kanaka`ole stated addressed the matter before Ms. Meyers entered the 
building. He is happy to do that if the Commission wants to break for this.  
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Commissioner Awo stated this is an issue with some beneficiaries. Under Article 5, Section 6, he 
asked what section was being cited and what language led the Attorney General to its current 
decision that supports the Interim Chair when questions continue to arise about the legitimacy.  
 
DAG Kanaka`ole clarified that under the Governor’s Interim appointment, the Attorney General 
concludes that the Chair-Designate is the Interim Chair until either a new appointment or the end 
of the session. The same Article Section 6 is the authorizing language of the Constitution that 
allows this meeting to go on.  
 
Commissioner Awo stated what he thinks he is hearing from the Attorney General is that if the 
Senate fails to confirm, it is inferring that a committee does not constitute the Senate. Since 
Interim Chair did not come out of the committee, that does not meet the threshold of the Senate. 
DAG Kanaka`ole stated that was correct. There would be a need for a full Senate vote that has 
not occurred and will not occur, and therefore he will be an Interim until he is replaced by a new 
appointment or end of session pursuant to the Constitution.  
 
G. Meyers stated she disagreed because he withdrew his application. DAG Kanaka`ole thanked 
G. Meyers for her testimony and asked if there were any questions from the Commissioners.  
 
Commissioner Kaleikini asked if a beneficiary disagrees with the Department and the Attorney 
General’s interpretation of Article 5, Section 6, what recourse do beneficiaries have to follow up 
on their disagreement? DAG Kanaka`ole stated he did not want to expose the State to liability and 
passively advise Ms. Meyers of her legal options.  

 
Commissioner Awo commented he does not want to be dismissive of concerns raised by G. 
Meyers, and he thinks it is legitimate issues and questions that should be brought to the table. He 
is not sure why the Governor put Chair Anderson in this awkward position, and the Attorney 
General has rendered an opinion, and he stated he read the Constitution. He does not always agree 
with the Attorney General. Still, the concern about the decision by the Governor to maintain 
Chair Anderson in this position will continue to raise questions. 

 
PT-17 Homelani Schadael – Item F-3 
 
H. Schadael testified she is not opposed to investing but is saying a`ole to Item F-3. Act 279 has a 
timeline, and it keeps shrinking. It is not the time to risk anything but to move forward. She has 
supported Act 279 and continues to do so, but is open to looking at future investments. The 
Legislature is mandated to provide the sufficient sums that the Department needs. She would 
rather that the $2 million be used to form the new water division. She asked that the Commission 
get the funds released for the people.  
 
PT-18 Kapua Lauifi 
 
K. Lauifi testified she supports the awardees from Moloka`i. She hopes that the funds can be 
released soon so they can continue their projects and programs.  
 
PT-19 Blossom Feiteira – Various Concerns 
 
B. Feiteira testified in support of Item F-1. She is in opposition to Item F-3 in its current form. 
She does support the idea of a continuous stream of funding as long as the lands are determined to 
be undevelopable for homesteading and not in conflict with traditional and customary rights. 
Using Trust Fund monies to fund this activity would be more appropriate. Any opportunity the 
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Department and Commission have to establish long-term funding resources for developing 
homestead lands is always a good venture. The reservation of 10% for beneficiary services does 
not fit the criteria. She supports Item G-1, establishing a water division. She supported Item G-2 
and asked the Commission to support this effort. Item C-3, for information only, has great 
information and opportunities. She is in support of Item F-4.   
 
PT-20 Kawehi Correa 
 
K. Correa supported the funding for the flexible amount in the Strategic Plan. She employed 
everyone to put their projects on the table and create a sustainable plan, figure out the best project 
in terms of sustainability, and money-generating opportunities to provide the offsets to the cost 
needed to help the people. She supports geothermal and sustainability investments that will 
perpetuate longevity now and in the future. We need electricity in Hawai`i; sustainability is the 
only way to do that in the future.  
 
PT-21 Malia Greenie 
 
M. Greenie testified (audio difficulties)  
 
PT-22 Kekoa Enomoto – Item F-1 and F-3 
 
K. Enomoto is the Chairwoman of Pa`upena Community Development Corporation and seeking 
an extension of their Right-of-Entry to complete their due diligence and archaeological survey. 
Tanya Lee Gregg is the investigator of `Aina Archaeology and stated that her firm is looking to 
finish the archaeological survey at the end of March. She asked the Commission to approve the 
extension of the due diligence ROE. Regarding Item F-3, the Mokupuni Council is opposed to 
Item F-3. She is also the secretary of the SCHHA and announced that Kipukai Kuali`i would 
replace Robin Puanani Danner as Chairman of the SCHHA. As the SCHHA’s Secretary, she was 
also tasked to write a letter to Governor Green affirming that however, he determines to proceed 
on the Director of the Hawaiian Home Lands, the SCHHA supports Governor Green. The 
SCHHA also supports Robin Danner and Maile Luuwai in that order to become the next Director 
of the Department.  
 
PT-23 Jessica Andrade-Kahaulelio 
 
J. Kahaulelio testified that her parents have been on the wait list since the 1980s, which is 
disheartening. Her parents lived in her home and asked why they were not on Hawaiian 
homestead lands in Kamuela. According to the Real Property tax office, so much land on the 
Kohala Mountain road is available in Kamuela, in North Kohala. Why does DHHL allow Kahua 
Ranch’s 9,378 acres of pastoral land to be given to her dad?  
 
PT-24 Kaleo Cullen – Item F-4 
 
K. Cullen testified that he supports F-4, the Right-of-Entry for Rojac Trucking. They are kanaka-
run and kanaka owned.  
 
PT-25 Malia Greaney 
 
M. Greaney testified about the water development on the Ho`olehua water system project. She 
has been subject to significant adverse impact because of the water system project identified as 
Site 4 and also impacted by Site 3 as they both overlap. In Site 4 the road goes up the entire 
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length of her homestead and overlaps with Site 3 on the entire length of her backside. She has 
been working with DHHL trying to settle the situation and should be able to make some 
resolution to this and avoid any type of legal action. She asked for specific things and was granted 
them, but it was taken away again. She stated all the property that was destroyed on entry by 
Goodfellow Brothers, after the road is completed then she can go in and salvage all that she can. 
Things have not been settled yet, certain things go against the lease and there are so many 
concerns like Section 106 for the expansion of Site 3.  
 
Commissioner Teruya called for a point of order and asked what agenda item she is speaking on. 
M. Greaney stated G-1 regarding the water division. It would be run out of the Molokai office 
and she has concerns about that. DHHL needs to take into account access to water when 
considering the water division. 
 

ITEMS FOR DECISION MAKING 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
 HOMESTEAD SERVICES DIVISION         
           
 ITEM D-2  Approval of Consent to Mortgage (see exhibit) 
 ITEM D-3  Approval of Streamline Refinance of Loans (see exhibit) 
 ITEM D-4  Ratification of Loan Approvals (see exhibit) 
 ITEM D-5  Approval of Homestead Application Transfers/Cancellations (see exhibit) 
 ITEM D-6  Commission Designation of Successors to Application Rights – Public Notice 

2018, 2020 & 2021 (see exhibit) 
 ITEM D-7  Reinstatement of Deferred Application – SHARON L. VERANO 
 ITEM D-8  Approval to Certify Applications of Qualified Applicants for the Month of 

January 2023 (see exhibit) 
ITEM D-10 Approval of Amendment of Leasehold Interest (see exhibit) 
ITEM D-11 Approval to Issue Non-Exclusive Licenses for Rooftop Photovoltaic Systems 

or Certain Lessees (see exhibit) 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Homestead Services Division Administrator Juan Garcia presented the following: 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda items listed for the Commission’s consideration.  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked to look at Item D-9, No. 5. This is a transfer, and this name keeps 
popping up as having several leases, then selling it, then having a lease, then selling it.  
 
J. Garcia stated the transferee, Theodora Awai, is Theodore Awai’s daughter, and they both have 
received multiple leases via lease transfer transactions. Theodora has held three previous leases, 
which she transferred. She is not a current lessee of record, which allows her to receive a lease 
through transfer. There is no policy or rule currently that will prohibit her from receiving a lease 
as she is qualified, and the Department is moving forward recommending Lease 8184 to be 
transferred to her as the lessee requested.  
 
Commissioner Teruya stated that if the Department does not have a policy, the Commission 
should have a PIG to address it. This is the 5th time it has come up with this Commission since 
2019. It does not give opportunities for other native Hawaiians on the waitlist trying to get a 
house. It is abuse when someone buys a homestead and flips it for profit. The Commission should 
start talking about it. 
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Commissioner Awo stated the Commission has asked for policies on several things over the 
years, and often, not much changes. He supports a PIG to investigate this matter.  
 
Chair Anderson stated that if the Commission desires to establish a Permitted Interaction Group 
(PIG), he is happy to do that.  
 
DAG Kanaka`ole recommended adding it to the next agenda. When the PIG is established, then 
he can set who is going to be on the PIG and the purpose of the PIG. Chair Anderson asked if any 
Commissioner is interested in being on the PIG to send him an email and copy Leah. The 
Commission will discuss that next month. 
 
Commissioner Kaleikini asked about Item D-5. No. 11, is it correct that he is an applicant from 
2021. J. Garcia stated it is not a lease award by the Department, but he received a lease through a 
transfer of successorship. Commissioner Kaleikini asked about Item D-7, Reinstatement of 
Deferred Application. J. Garcia stated the Department lost track of the applicant until recently. 
Commissioner Kaleikini asked if Item D-10 occurred before Item D-9. J. Garcia stated they are 
simultaneously done.  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked about Item D-8 and if the dates were when the application was 
submitted. J. Garcia stated it is the effective date of the person’s application.  
 
Commissioner Ka`upu asked if it would be proper to defer approval on those specific repeat 
people as part of this consent matter. J. Garcia stated there is no policy, and the recommendation 
is to approve.  
 
Commissioner Teruya does not want to support D-9. Commissioner Ka`upu asked to pull just that 
individual out of D-9, but the rest are not repeats.  
 
DAG Kanaka`ole stated under HHC Act Section 208, the Commission’s authority is to approve 
transfers. Deferring the transfer till next month is the Commission’s prerogative.  
 
Commissioner Awo stated this is not a one-off and there will be more. Formulating a policy may 
or may not transpire. Suppose the Commission is going to defer this. Is the Commission setting a 
precedent to defer every other one that comes before the Commission with the hope that it will 
create a policy with no assurance that it will be created?  
 
Commissioner Neves stated he has the same concerns, which could affect and delay some 
financing that may subject the Department to a lawsuit. The policy has not been established yet.  
 
Commissioner Freitas stated this is an issue, and to avoid any legal ramifications that could 
jeopardize the Trust, we should implement a policy or analyze potential options we may have. 
 
Commissioner Kaleikini stated he supports the input and asked if Item D-9 could be included in 
the executive session today and taken up after the executive session.  
 
DAG Kanaka`ole stated because the motion is not on the floor yet, the Commission can defer 
action on D-9 until after executive session. The Commission can move forward on the remaining 
items.  
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MOTION TO AMEND 
Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to remove Item D-9 and 
take it for discussion in executive session.  
 
Commissioner Awo stated that Lehua might know because he believes there may have been 
Legislative efforts to address this issue, and there was insufficient support. Commissioner Teruya 
stated this was a concern brought up in the WAM meeting.  

 
ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to remove Item D-9 
and take it for discussion in executive session.   

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu   X    
Commissioner Namu`o   X X    
Commissioner Neves   X    
Commissioner Teruya X  X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  

  
 MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Ka`upu, seconded by Commissioner Neves to approve the 
remainder of the Consent Agenda Items. ( minus Item D-9) 

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu X  X    
Commissioner Namu`o    X     
Commissioner Neves  X X    
Commissioner Teruya   X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  

 
 MOTION/ACTION 

  Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Teruya, to convene in an executive 
session pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), HRS, to Consult with its attorney on questions and issues 
pertaining to the Commission’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION IN   12:45 p.m.     
  

  The Commission anticipates convening an executive meeting pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), 
HRS, to Consult with its attorney on questions and issues pertaining to the Commission’s powers, 
duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
1. Authorization to settle Mastushima v. Hawaiian Homes Commission, Civil No, ICCV-21-

0001526 
2. Discussion on delinquent right of entry permits issued for use of Hawaiian home lands in 

Kalaeloa, Island of O`ahu 
3. Update on Kalima, et al. v State of Hawai`i, Civil No. 99-4771-12 
4. Update on discussions with Department of Interior regarding Act 236 (SLH 2021) 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION OUT   2:25 p.m.     
 
ITEMS FOR DECISION MAKING 
 
 REGULAR AGENDA 
 
 HOMESTEAD SERVICES DIVISION 
 
 ITEM D-9  Approval of Assignment of leasehold Interest (see exhibit)    
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Homestead Services Division Administrator Juan Garcia presented the following: 
Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission approve the assignment of the leasehold interest 
pursuant to Section 208 of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act subject to applicable terms and 
conditions of the assignment; and to approve and accept that the transferees have the required 
Hawaiian ancestry to receive the lease.  
 
MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Namu`o, to approve the 
assignment of the leasehold interest subject to the applicable terms and conditions of the 
assignment. 

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu   X    
Commissioner Namu`o   X X    
Commissioner Neves   X    
Commissioner Teruya X  X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  
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REGULAR AGENDA  
 
 OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN      
 

ITEM C-1 Approval of Lease Awards: Pi`ilani Mai Ke Kai Subdivision Phase II – 
Residential Vacant Lots – Anahola, Kaua`i; Discovery Harbour – 
Residential Vacant Lot – Kau, Hawai`i; Waianae Valley Subdivision – 
Preowned Home and Waianae Kai Subdivision 1 – Preowned Home – 
Waianae, O`ahu; Nanakuli Residence Lots 1st Series – Preowned Home – 
Nanakuli, O`ahu. (see exhibit) 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Acting Contact and Awards Division Administrator Paula Aila presented the following: 
Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission approve the Lease Awards:  Pi`ilani Mai Ke Kai 
Subdivision Phase II – Residential Vacant Lots – Anahola, Kaua`i; Discovery Harbour – 
Residential Vacant Lot – Kau, Hawai`i; Waianae Valley Subdivision – Preowned Home and 
Waianae Kai Subdivision 1 – Preowned Home – Waianae, O`ahu; Nanakuli Residence Lots 1st 
Series – Preowned Home – Nanakuli, O`ahu.   

 
MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Namu`o, to approve the 
motion as stated in the submittal.  

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu   X    
Commissioner Namu`o   X X    
Commissioner Neves   X    
Commissioner Teruya X  X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  

 
LAND MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
 
ITEM F-1 Approval to First Amendment to Right of Entry No. 690, Pa`upena 

Community Development Inc., Waiohuli-Keokea, Maui, TMK (2) 2-2-
034:026 (portion) & 028 (portion) 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION  
Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio presented the following:  
Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission approve to First Amendment Right of Entry No. 
690, Pa`upena Community Development Inc., Waiohuli-Keokea, Maui, TMK (2) 2-2-034:026 
(portion) & 028 (portion) 
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This is for an additional 12-month period to conduct due diligence requirements on Hawaiian 
Home Lands under the specified TMKs. The approval is subject to the conditions of numbers 1, 
2, and 3 under the motions and actions.  

 
 MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Namu`o, to approve the 
motion as stated in the submittal.  

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu   X    
Commissioner Namu`o   X X    
Commissioner Neves   X    
Commissioner Teruya X  X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  

  
ITEM F-2 Approval to Issue Right of Entry Permit to Pacific Transfer, LLC, Shafter 

Flats, Mapunapuna, Island of O`ahu, TMK No. (1) 1-1-064:010 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio presented the following: 
Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission approve issuing a Right of Entry Permit to Pacific 
Transfer, LLC, Shafter Flats, Mapunapuna, Island of O`ahu, TMK No. (1) 1-1-064:010 
 
MOTION 
Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Ka`upu, to approve the motion as 
stated in the submittal. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Commissioner Teruya inquired about the fire, possibly due to the homeless living in the 
abandoned buildings. With the island-wide enforcement team, the Department can initiate some 
balance in the Moanalua/Fort Shafter area.  
 
K. Albinio stated that Pacific Transfer could tear down the entire site because it protects the 
individuals using the property. Commissioner Teruya asked if Pacific Transfer would do the 
demolishing at their costs. K. Albinio stated condition number 4 shows a credit of $150,000 for 
Pacific Transfer to demolish within six months. The Department is allowing them to use the 
vacant site for their trucks for the demolition, and once that is completed, the Department will get 
the property back. If the demolition is complete within six months and credit is still available, the 
Department will pay them the credit balance. The Department can lease out the property for a 
long-term lease. Commissioner Teruya stated Pacific Transfer had been a good tenant. K. Albinio 
stated the $150,000 was just for the demolition of the mezzanine and requested to raise the credit 
to $200,000 for the entire structure demolition as his amended recommendation. Commissioner 
Teruya asked that the enforcement team look at the Kilihau property to preserve it. K. Albinio 
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told him the property there should be demolished because it leaks and, through the years the 
homeless have ruined it, as well as the rains and floods.  
 
Commissioner Awo asked how long the property had been vacant and the condition of the 
property when it was vacated. This could have been addressed sooner. He asked for the 
timeframe. K. Albinio stated as soon as they can get this right of entry issued, it could be done 
within six months. Commissioner Awo asked that this be accelerated.  
 

 MOTION TO AMEND 
Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to amend the maximum credit 
for the entire demolition of the outlay be $200,000. 
 

 ACTION 
Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to amend the 
maximum credit for the entire demolition of the outlay be $200,000. 

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo  X X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu   X    
Commissioner Namu`o    X    
Commissioner Neves X  X    
Commissioner Teruya   X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  

 
 MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to accept the 
amendment of the maximum credit of $200,000 for the demolition of the entire outlay.  

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo  X X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu   X    
Commissioner Namu`o    X    
Commissioner Neves X  X    
Commissioner Teruya   X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  
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 ITEM F-3 Direct the Department to evaluate whether Act 279 (SLH 2022) funds should 
be used to pursue geothermal resource development as a means to generate 
revenue to reduce the homestead applicant waiting list.  

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio presented the following: 
Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission Direct the Department to evaluate whether Act 
279 (SLH 2022) funds should be used to pursue geothermal resource development to generate 
revenue to reduce the homestead applicant waiting list. 
 
K. Albinio stated there was a submittal back in December, and that information is included in this 
submittal. The direction is intended for DHHL staff to formulate a path that will justify 
appropriating funds pursuant to Act 279. The path and formulation shall be consistent with the 
following criteria:  

1. Hawaiian Homes Commission PIG be established as determined by the Hawaiian Homes 
Commission 

2. The process of if and when any renewable energy solicitation is considered is strictly 
guided by statutory requirements, specifically HRS 171-95 and HRS 171-95.3. 

3. Engage with beneficiaries via the Beneficiary Consultation process, and 
4. The Hawaiian Homes Commission set forth other criteria that are prudent and necessary.   

 
Note: Commissioner Helm arrived 2:55 p.m.   

 
RECESS     2:56 p.m.    
RECONVENED    3:00 p.m.    
 

DISCUSSION 
 Commissioner Awo opposed utilizing ACT 279 funds for this purpose. He appreciates the need to 

use geothermal, but the terms such as high risk, exploratory, and potential subject the $2 million 
to risk. Why would the Department take that same risk if a private corporation says it is too risky? 
He asked that the Legislature support this as a line item. Act 279 was not intended to eliminate 
the entire waitlist but to reduce the existing list. There is much more work to do, and this is one 
step forward.  

 
 Commissioner Helm stated he does not see a problem with generating revenue for the 

Department, but he opposed using the Act 279 funds. Commissioner Awo agreed with 
Commissioner Helm and stated that he sees no value in creating a PIG to explore something he 
does not support. Time is better served to form a PIG to determine how the Department will 
encumber funds for the second year because there is a narrow window to use its time wisely. 
Most of the mana`o from the beneficiaries is to stick with the plan. They are waiting for listers 
and want to reduce the list. Commissioner Helm stated he received emails opposing this proposal.  

 
 Commissioner Neves opposed using the Act 279 funds for the proposed process. His concern is 

immediate, as the $600 million is a one-time opportunity to do what the Department is supposed 
to do.  

 
 Commissioner Freitas stated he sees the benefit of this potential endeavor for future generations if 

this will remove resources that take away from the task at hand to service the beneficiaries and 
reduce the waitlist.  
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 Commissioner Kaleikini stated he would support establishing a PIG to evaluate geothermal, and 
we are not committing to utilizing the $2 million. He stated the communication with the Attorney 
General and Senator Dela Cruz sets the record straight: if this is not about appropriating the $2 
million, if it was to happen, it is part of Act 279, No. 5. It is not deviating. He understands the 
opportunities that can come from a geothermal project.  

 
 Commissioner Namu`o stated the Legislature gave DHHL the funds to address the waiting list. 

She supports Commissioner Kaleikini’s idea of creating a PIG.  
 
 Commissioner Awo stated he read the Attorney General’s opinion. The only opinion that matters 

is that of the Commission. He does not agree with exploration and utilizing Commission time 
when simultaneously the Commission will also be forming a PIG to determine how to encumber 
funds for the second year. That is more important. It is not that he does not see the proposal's 
value, but for the wait listers, the majority that has spoken, does this align with their concerns? Cl 

 
 MOTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Helm, that the Commission denies 
and does not support evaluating whether Act 279 (SLH 2022) funds should be used to pursue 
geothermal resource development as a means to generate revenue to reduce the homestead 
applicant waiting list.  

 
Public testimony – Kainoa McDonald is a wait list beneficiary who serves as an executive 
member of the Association of Hawaiians for Hawaiian Homestead Lands (AHHHL), a member of 
the SCHHA. AHHHL stands in opposition to Item F-3. Every dollar of Act 279 should be spent 
immediately, getting lots issued to native Hawaiians. A special call to action was issued, and on 
February 20, over 84 waitlist beneficiaries, current homestead lessees, and successors completed 
a survey, and 90% of the data established a strong opposition to agenda Item F-3, in the 203 
pages documented submitted yesterday in accordance to the instructions on the DHHL website. 
Her testimony and the 203-page document show strong opposition to agenda Item F-3. Act 279 
funds must remain true to their purpose, and OHA funds are recommended to pursue geothermal 
development. She opposed the PIG for future study and extended her mahalo to Commissioner 
Awo for recognizing the petition of the wait list beneficiaries.  
 
Public testimony – Faith Chase. She extended mahalo to the previous testifier for clarity and 
work on the petition. Getting homesteaders in their homes and reducing the wait list is important. 
Some homesteaders and beneficiaries are struggling in central Maui and are excited to see what is 
coming. There is hope that has been absent for a long time. There are other sources of funding 
and investors to help with the climate and energy situations, but she does not feel this is the right 
place. For lack of a better word, she thinks it was because it was low-hanging fruit. She also 
disagrees with creating a PIG. After all, there are many other ways that can be explored for 
funding in this space.  
 
Commissioner Awo does support geothermal but does not support using these funds for that 
purpose. He asks that the money comes in a separate set aside.  
 
Commissioner Kaleikini stated the Commission is just evaluating and not committing to using the 
money. If that ever comes up, it would have to come before this Commission. He agrees that 
setting up a PIG for encumbering money should be the priority. He opposed the motion on the 
table.  
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Commissioner Awo stated that the time spent doing an evaluation with the interest of setting 
aside $2 million, it means holding up $2 million until a determination is made, which constitutes 
a delay.  
 
Commissioner Freitas asked if the Commission were to move forward with the PIG committee 
and go through the evaluation process, would we have to use 279 monies to move forward and 
actually do a more in-depth $2 million research into it, or can the Department go back to the 
Legislature and ask for money the next session or after that.  
 
Chair Anderson stated nothing prevents the Department from going to the Legislature in the 
future. The item being considered is to direct the Department to utilize 279 funds. A no vote 
signifies non-support. He stated he would be supporting the East Hawai`i island Commissioner.  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked for a roll call vote.  

 
 MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Helm, that the Commission 
denies and does not support evaluating whether Act 279 (SLH 2022) funds should be used 
to pursue geothermal resource development as a means to generate revenue to reduce the 
homestead applicant waiting list.  

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    
Commissioner Freitas    X   
Commissioner Helm  X X    
Commissioner Kaleikini    X   
Commissioner Ka`upu      X 
Commissioner Namu`o     X   
Commissioner Neves   X    
Commissioner Teruya X  X    
Chairman Anderson    X   
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   4 4   
MOTION: [] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [ X] FAILED   
Motion failed. Four (4) Yes votes. Four (4) No votes.  

 
  PLANNING OFFICE     
 
 ITEM G-1 Support Establishment of a New DHHL Water Division 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Planning Manager Andrew Choy and Grants Specialist Gigi Cairel presented the following: 
Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission Support the Establishment of a New DHHL Water 
Division 

 
The Department’s four water utility systems are Ho`olehua PWS, Anahola Farm Lots PWS, 
Kawaihae Unit #1 PWS, and Pu`ukapu Water System PWS. The systems serve about 900 
beneficiaries. The proposal is to add a Water Division as the Department currently has three 
divisions, Homestead Services Division, Land Management Division, and Land Development 
Division.  
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The Proposed Water Division 
 
 Water Division Administrator  
Secretary/Clerk  - TBD  Compliance Officer/Program 

Specialist V  -  TBD 
 
Techinical Operations Section Financial Services Customer Service Section 

 
A total of twelve (12) positions are proposed for the new Water Division. The current operating 
budget for the DHHL water systems is $5.3 million. When the new division is established, the 
Department could save $900,000 by using State General Funds for payroll.  
 
Next steps: (1) form an internal working group to refresh and update the water division proposal; 
(2) submit a formal request for review and approval by B&F; and (3) DHHL initiates the 
establishment of the new Water Division, according to the HR checklist. The overall timeline is 
18-24 months.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Commissioner Helm stated he received emails from beneficiaries and associations on Molokai 
who need some time to review the documents for the water division so they can understand it 
better. He stated they also have concerns about MIS. He asked that this item be deferred to next 
month’s meeting to make any decision.  
 
G. Cairel deferred to the Chairman for any review of drafts as it is in the concept stage, and it is 
up to the Chairman at what point he would like to release a draft. A reorganization is done 
internally and is a department-level decision. The Department has nothing to do with the 
Moloka`i Irrigation System (MIS), as it is owned and operated by the State Department of 
Agriculture. Chair Anderson asked that this decision not require the Commission’s approval. A. 
Choy stated it does not require Commission approval. However, last month there was a lot of 
vocal support by the Commission, and the Chair offered a gesture to support the Commission’s 
sentiment on the concept of a water division. So, as a follow-up, the staff decided to put it on the 
agenda as general support.  
 
Commissioner Neves stated he thinks it would be a good idea to have a representative from every 
island involved in discussions as it moves on.  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked Gigi if she could find a number regarding the delinquencies. G. 
Cairel stated that out of the 900 customers, 40% on every system is delinquent, which is about $1 
million at the end of fiscal 2022. That should be revenue for the Department. Commissioner 
Teruya said she heard Gigi say construction does not pay for water. G. Cairel deferred to Land 
Development Division (LDD).  
 
Acting Administrator Land Development Division Stewart Matsunaga stated that for the 
Ho`olehua project, the Department included water to the contractor at no charge. In the 
contractor’s scope of work, they need to meter the water, coordinate with the Moloka`i District 
Office, and submit water usage records. If the contractor is charged for water, they will charge the 
Department back.  
 
Commissioner Helm asked if it would be possible to go to Moloka`i so the people of Moloka`i 
could be involved in the process and ask questions. A. Choy stated the proposal does not fall into 
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any of the four categories for a Beneficiary Consultation. However, it does not preclude the 
Department from talking stories with the beneficiaries. If the Department does have a 
conversation with the beneficiaries on the water division, it should anticipate and expect a larger 
conversation on water.  
 
Commissioner Awo asked how the Department will enforce the delinquencies because our 
enforcement is a band of one, Kip. Chair Anderson stated they are working on beefing up staffing 
in enforcement. There was one person who came on but did not last 48 hours.  
 
Chair Anderson stated Item G-1 will be deferred until next month at the request of Commissioner 
Helm.  

 
 ITEM G-2 Accept the Beneficiary Consultation Report for a Land Use Amendment to 

the Kaua`i Island Plan, Kukulu Kumuhana o Anahola’s (KKOA) Ulupono 
Anahola Project, Anahola, Kawaihau, Kaua`i TMK (4) 4-8-003:019 (por.) 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Planning Manager Andrew Choy and Planner Nancy McPherson presented the following: 

 Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission Accept the Beneficiary Consultation Report for a 
Land Use Amendment to the Kaua`i Island Plan, Kukulu Kumuhana o Anahola’s (KKOA) 
Ulupono Anahola Project, Anahola, Kawaihau, Kaua`i TMK (4) 4-8-003:019 (por.) 

 
She asked that the Commission accept the Beneficiary Consultation report as an accurate record 
of the Land Use Amendment. The request is to relocate 10 acres our of a total of 24 acres of 
community use to an area makai of the existing Pi`ilani Mai Ke Kai Unit 6 subdivision in 
Anahola, Kawaihau, Kaua`i. Planning will create better maps and land use analyses that clearly 
show what is being proposed without reducing residential land areas. The land use designation 
must be rectified and presented clearly to the beneficiaries.  

 
 Chair Anderson stated that the Commission would end at 4:45 p.m. to give time to set up for the 

community meeting. Agenda items not addressed will be deferred to Tuesday’s meeting.  
 

MOTION/ACTION 
Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to approve the 
Consent Agenda as stated in the submittal.  

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu      X 
Commissioner Namu`o    X    
Commissioner Neves  X X    
Commissioner Teruya X  X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   8    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Eight (8) Yes votes.  
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ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/DISCUSSION 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
 OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
 
 ITEM C-2 For Information Only – 2023 Legislative Session Update 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
 None. For Information Only. NAHASDA Government Relations Program Manager Lehua 

Kinilau-Cano presented the following:  
 
 The Commission approved ten legislative proposals, nine of which have a vehicle to move 

forward. Proposal No. 2 for the Commission on Water Resource Management does not have a 
vehicle to move forward. She and Deputy Ducatt has been meeting with Legislators to inform 
them of the Department’s package and budget priorities.  

 
 Proposal No. 05 only focuses on Administrative Rules and does not remove any Chapter 91 

Rules. The Department would go through Beneficiary Consultation, and at that point, there would 
be an Interim Administrative Rule.  

 
 Proposal No. 07; does not change the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act in any way. One still has 

to have the minimum blood quantum and relationship to receive or be a successor of a home. All 
this is doing is addressing familial relationships. HB 567 is called a DHHL Omnibus Bill, an all-
in-one bill.  

   
 DISCUSSION 
 Commissioner Teruya asked about SB-1040, where it is, and if the amendments were submitted. 

L. Kinilau-Cano believes it will be used with a rent-with-option to address the waitlist. L. 
Kinilau-Cano stated the Bill was related to homelessness. Commissioner Teruya asked how you 
define homelessness. L. Kinilau-Cano stated there are different definitions for homelessness even 
within the federal government. Commissioner Teruya stated it specifically had for the Leeward 
Coast and no other area. 

 
 Commissioner Helm asked about the enforcement of SB-490. L. Kinilau-Cano stated the 

Hawaiian Affairs Committee authorized funding for the Department of Law Enforcement to have 
staff to ensure compliance on Hawaiian Home Lands. The Judiciary on Ways and Means made 
another amendment to the Bill which allows (audio difficulty) 6:56:36 

  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RECESS 
 

1. DHHL Community Meeting – Tuesday, February 21, 2023, 6:30 p.m., Kapolei Middle 
School, 91-5335 Kapolei Parkway, Kapolei, Hawai`i, 96707 
 

RECESS    4:45 p.m. 
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HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION  
Minutes of February 22, 2023  

Hale Pono`i, 91-5420 Kapolei Parkway, Kapolei, O`ahu, Hawai`i, and Interactive Conferencing 
Technology (ICT) Zoom 

 
Pursuant to proper call, the meeting of the Hawaiian Homes Commission was held both in person and via 

Interactive conferencing technology, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
PRESENT Ikaika Anderson, Interim Chairman 
   Randy K. Awo, Maui Commissioner  
  Makai Freitas, West Hawaiʻi Commissioner 
  Zachary Z. Helm, Molokaʻi Commissioner  
  Michael L. Kaleikini, East Hawaiʻi Commission  
 Russell K. Ka‘upu, Oʻahu Commissioner 
 Pauline N. Namuʻo, Oʻahu Commissioner 
 Dennis L. Neves, Kauai Commissioner  
 Patricia A. Teruya, Oʻahu Commissioner    
      
COUNSEL Alyssa Marie Kau, Deputy Attorney General 
 
STAFF  Katie L. Ducatt, Deputy Designate to the Interim Chairman  
 Leah Burrows-Nuuanu, Secretary to the Commission 
 Andrew Choy, Planning Manager 
 Kahana Albinio, Acting Land Management Division Administrator 
 Juan Garcia, Homestead Services Division Administrator  
 Stewart Matsunaga, Acting Land Development Division Administrator 
 Niniau Kawaihae, Special Assistant to the Chairman  
 Paula Ailā, Acting Contact and Awards Division Administrator 
 Michael Lowe, Information Specialist 
  
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
CALL TO ORDER   
Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. Nine (9) members were present at the roll 
call, establishing a quorum.  
 

 Items carried over from yesterday’s agenda: Items D-1, F-4, F-5, E-1, E-2, G-3, and G-4. The 
Commission will convene for lunch and an executive session for about 60 minutes. The 
Contested Case hearings will start at 2:30 p.m.  

 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON AGENDIZED ITEMS 

 
PT-1 Francine Escualardo – Status on Waitlist 
 
F. Escualardo wanted to know her status on the waitlist for a house or property. Chair Anderson 
asked Juan Garcia and Stacelynn Eli to assist Ms. Escualardo. 

 
 
 
PT-2 Julie Louie – Payment Dispute Kalaeloa Right of Entry 
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J. Louie is the Office Manager at Aiwohi Brothers Trucking in Barbers’ Point. She asked to 
resolve a payment dispute with their account. She asked for an audit of their account but did not 
get it. They are current with their rent; however, their electrical bill does not balance. They get 
billed for electricity, sometimes eight or six months at a time. One page of the spreadsheet shows 
they owe $13,000; on the other page, it is cleared. They were billed for three transactions in 2016, 
but when looking at the printouts in 2016-2018, the transactions do not appear. Their account 
never looks balanced. She asked for a statement and was told the Department does not reprint 
statements. It has been happening for years, and she hopes someone can fix it.  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked if she had received a letter from the Department that her ROE would 
expire due to the delinquencies. J. Louie stated they did receive that letter dated January 20, 2023, 
but they were current with the rent on January 19. They cleared six months of their electricity bill.  
 
K. Albinio clarified that the Department mailed Aiwohi Trucking the notice. The information in 
the letter did not record the payment. Chair Anderson asked if the Department received the 
payment, and K. Albinio stated he believed the Department received some payment but not 
curing the exact amount in the notice. J. Louie stated the exact amount was $69,000; they paid 
about $40,000, and there are checks that the Department has not yet received. The rent is current, 
but the utilities are not.  
 
Commissioner Neves asked to go into an executive session.  
 

 MOTION/ACTION 
  Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to convene in an executive 

session pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), HRS, to Consult with its attorney on questions and issues 
pertaining to the Commission’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION IN   10:00 a.m.     
  

  The Commission anticipates convening an executive meeting pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), 
HRS, to Consult with its attorney on questions and issues pertaining to the Commission’s powers, 
duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION OUT   10:15 a.m.    46:23 
 
 Chair Anderson relayed to J. Louie that she is on the J-Agenda and can return to speak there if 

she wants and to bring whatever documents she has.  
  
PT-3 Donna Sterling  - Item F-4 
 
D. Sterling stated she supports Item F-4 for Rojac Trucking and is an applicant with the Board of 
Reclamation. She read off a list of people, thanking them for their support and helping move the 
project forward. She asked that the Commissioners favorably approve Item F-4.  
 
 
 
 
PT-4 Puni Kekauoha – Item G-5 
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P. Kekauoha stated they are here on behalf of their community in Papakolea, Kewalo, and 
Kalawahine. Kula No Na Po`e Hawai`i was awarded $447,344 for their Hookele project to 
address safety concerns for their kupuna. In 2 years, they were able to house 30 homeless people 
that were from Papakolea safely. During that time, the community saw what was happening and 
asked for help, so the project expanded.  
 
Commissioner Namu`o thanked P. Kekauoha for the excellent work done in Papakolea. 
 
PT-5 Jessica Andrade –  
 
J. Andrade testified that her parents had been on the wait list since 1980. She asked why lands in 
Kamuela, Waimea, are not being awarded as she checked the County of Hawai`i’s Real Property 
list and found hundreds of DHHL lands with no beneficiary names. Why? 
 
Commissioner Freitas stated that the unexploded ordinances (UXO) hindered the Department 
from making awards in that area. The Department went through a process with the Army Corps 
of  
Engineers (ACOE) who assessed the Lalamilo area and lots should be there sooner or later. The 
ACOE is also assessing and analyzing the Pu`ukapu area too. Once the UXOs are cleared and the 
Department gets the green light from the ACOE, the Department can start work and award lots. 
He is not sure about Kahua Ranch. She asked that he investigate that.  
 
PT-6 Mapuana Tecter 
 
M. Tecter spoke on behalf of her Aunty Norma, who is battling cancer, her mom, who applied for 
NAHASDA and never received it, and her late brother, who never received his home. Her Aunty 
was given an opportunity for a turnkey but could not do so financially. Her mom should have 
gotten her NAHASDA to repair her home but never received it. Chair Anderson stated if she 
leaves her documentation with staff, it will be given to the Beneficiary Outreach Coordinator, 
Stacelynn Eli, to follow up.  
 
Commissioner Teruya stated the contact person she needs to call for NAHASDA is Cynthia 
Rezentes.  
 
PT-7 Bo Kahui 
 
B. Kahui stated he has been waiting for his ROE for pastoral land for a long time. Several ROEs 
manage thousands of acres that he does not think is fair as a beneficiary. He will continue his 
time on the J-Agenda.  
 
Commissioner Kaleikini asked to reconsider Item F-3 to establish a permitted interaction group 
for geothermal and remove any reference to using Act 279 monies. DAG Kanaka`ole stated the 
reconsideration would have to be made at the end of the agenda, and he would have to look at the 
voting sheet to see who can make the motion.  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked to clarify that it was Robert’s Rules and that the motion maker 
would reconsider it. Chair Anderson stated DAG Kanaka`ole would check and issue a 
recommendation. 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/DISCUSSION  
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REGULAR AGENDA 
 
LAND MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
 

 ITEM F-4 For Information Only - Approval to Issue Right of Entry Permit to Rojac 
Trucking, Inc., Kahikinui, Maui, TMK No. (2) 1-9-001:003 (por.) 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
None. For Information Only. Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio 
introduced Planner Julie Cachola of the Planning Office to present the following: 
 
The Right-of-Entry for Rojac Trucking. The State Drought Coordinator, the Commission on 
Water Resource Management (CWRM), applied for emergency drought assistance from the 
Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) on behalf of the Kahikinui homestead community. The BOR 
contracted the services of Rojac Trucking to:  

• Install two water tanks at the main gate of Kahikinui 
• Deliver 16,000 gallons of potable water per week (2 deliveries) for 52 weeks 
• Monitor water quality and handle any contamination issues 
• Remove water tanks upon completion 

Rojac Trucking needs a Right-of-Entry permit for a half-acre site by the main gate at Kahikinui to 
provide the contracted service. 

  
 DISCUSSION 
 Commissioner Ka`upu asked if it was temporary and if it was going away at the end of the 

contract. Cachola stated it is a temporary and emergency action. She stated they are already 4-
months back and hope to extend the project, so the water is not lost.  

 
 Commissioner Neves asked if the Commission was supposed to approve Item F-4. K. Albinio 

stated the information item was carried over yesterday, and the action will be taken today. Should 
we take the approval now? Commissioner Neves stated we have enough information to do the 
approval.  

 
 Chair Anderson stated without objection that the Commission would decide on Item F-4. There 

were no objections.  
 

ITEMS FOR DECISION MAKING 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
 LAND MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
 
 ITEM F-4 Approval to Issue Right of Entry Permit to Rojac Trucking, Inc., Kahikinui, 

Maui, TMK No. (2) 1-9-001:003 (por.) 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio presented the following: 

 Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission Approval to Issue Right of Entry Permit to Rojac 
Trucking, Inc., Kahikinui, Maui, TMK No. (2) 1-9-001 :003 (por.) 

 
 ACTION 



Hawaiian Homes Commission Meeting February 21 & 22, 2023, Kapolei, O`ahu   Page 26 of 34 
 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to approve the motion 
as stated in the submittal.  

Commissioner 1 2 `AE 
(YES) 

A’OLE 
(NO) 

KANALUA 
ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo  X X    
Commissioner Freitas   X    
Commissioner Helm   X    
Commissioner Kaleikini   X    
Commissioner Ka`upu   X    
Commissioner Namu`o    X    
Commissioner Neves X  X    
Commissioner Teruya   X    
Chairman Anderson   X    
TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    
MOTION: [X] UNANIMOUS   [  ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   
Motion passed unanimously. Nine (9) Yes votes.  

 
DAG Kanaka`ole briefed the Commission on Commissioner Kaleikini’s request to reconsider 
Item F-3. The reconsideration motion can be raised as long as no motion or question is pending 
on the floor, so he stopped Kahana. The reconsideration can be taken now if Commissioner 
Kaleikini wants to. Still, after reviewing the Rules, the motion maker from the past F-3 item does 
not have to be the mover for reconsideration. The mover for reconsideration would have to be 
those on the prevailing side. That would be Commissioners Freitas, Kaleikini, Namu`o, and Chair 
Anderson. In this case, it would be those who voted NO.  

 
Commissioner Awo asked if Commissioner Kaleikiniʻs work with geothermal creates a conflict 
of interest in the vote and making motions to support geothermal. DAG Kanaka`ole asked 
Commissioner Awo if he would like to go into an executive session on this. Commissioner Awo 
stated yes he would. Commissioner Teruya asked to add it to the lunchtime executive session.  

 
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/DISCUSSION  
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
 LAND MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
 
 ITEM F-5 For Information Only – Status on General Lease Extensions in Moanalua 

Kai, Island of O`ahu, TMK Nos. (1) 1-1-064:008, :009, :012, :013, :014, :015, 
:016, and :017 

 
RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

 None. For Information Only. Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio 
presented the following: 

 
 A consultant was selected for DHHL as a Real Estate Appraiser for commercial/industrial 

properties. Negotiations are ongoing, and the contract has not yet been executed. Information on 
the selected appraisal firm cannot be shared. When finalized and executed, DHHL anticipates 
appraisals with the new rental rates the professional services consultant determines.  
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 Commissioner Teruya asked to defer the item for the next administration as she has concerns with 
the parcel. The properties with high market value to supply funding for the DHHL Trust are very 
questionable.  

 
 LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION    
 
 ITEM E-1 For Information Only - Implementation Progress Report, as of February 13, 

2023, for Act 279, Session Laws of Hawai`i 2022 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
 None. For Information Only. Acting Land Development Division Administrator Stewart 

Matsunaga presented the following: 
 
 The submittal provides a background of Act 279 and the implementation status as of February 13, 

2023. It shows updates in terms of progress, meetings, encumbrances in process, the funds 
encumbered, and the funds expended. The Department was allotted $172,750,000 million, which 
the Governor released in early January 2023. The projects have gone out to bid and are 
contracted, and funds are being encumbered as he speaks.  

 
 DISCUSSION 
 Commissioner Teruya asked if the park recommendation for Kaupea had been settled. S. 

Matsunaga stated that the Department needs to provide at least 60 lots. If the Developer's 
proposal includes 60 lots and additional space, then they could consider a type of recreational 
area. They also must construct traffic signals at Puainako and Kapolei Parkway.  

 
 Commissioner Teruya stated she does not see the Maili Development project in the spreadsheet. 

S. Matsunaga stated the project is scheduled for the fiscal year 2024. This is for the fiscal year 
2023. There is a strict deadline, and the Department wants to get through the first year’s 
encumbrance. LDD believes they can do it.  

 
 Commissioner Helm asked if the total lots shown are for fiscal 2023. S. Matsunaga stated the 

total number of lots is 3,000 and does not include what is on the last page in red, noted as A, B, 
C, and D, about 300 lots which are not included in the total amount of lots. Should the 
Department add proposals A through E, it would add another 600 lots.   

 
 Chair Anderson asked if any of these lots were turnkeys. S. Matsunaga stated the Pu`unani 

subdivision included 137 turnkeys.   
 
 Commissioner Teruya asked if the Maili and Ewa projects have planning and design monies in 

those projects. Her concern is, are there construction funds for those projects? Real Estate 
Development Specialist Darrell Ing stated for Maili, they have planning funds encumbered. 
Construction funds for this project will come from Act 279. Ewa is further behind, and Planning 
Office is still working on it. The delay for the Maili site is the archaeological comments from the 
Stated Historic Preservation Division (SHPD).  

 
 Commissioner Ka`upu asked that LDD be available for an executive session to provide 

information regarding the submittal’s last page on A, B, C, D, and E due to confidentiality.  
 
 S. Matsunaga stated once there is agreement on the project proposals, A through E. The budget 

needs to be amended because the Department will likely have to move funding from fiscal 2024 
to fiscal 2023 if it can be encumbered this year. They do not know the final amount of water, so it 
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may slide into the second year versus encumbering it in the first year. Other projects may be 
delayed in terms of the encumbrance because of going through various negotiations.  

 
 Commissioner Awo asked if it was adequate time or should the Department still pursue the 

extended time to get through the encumbrance. S. Matsunaga asked to speak freely and stated the 
Department should pursue the extension because there are many unknowns. Year one is the low-
hanging fruits the Department knows it can do.  

  
 ITEM E-2 For Information Only – Kapolei Project Updates 
 
 Note: This item was deferred. It was presented at the Kapolei Community Meeting 
 
 PLANNING OFFICE 
 
 ITEM G-3 For Information Only – Ewa Moku Region Plan Implementation Update 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
 None. For Information Only. Planning Manager Andrew Choy presented the following: 
 

 A. Choy asked if there were any questions from the Commissioners.  
 
 DISCUSSION 
 Commissioner Teruya stated Darrell Ing highlighted the Ewa Plan, so she is okay.  
 
 ITEM G-4 For Information Only – Fiscal Year 2023 DHHL Grant Solicitation Status 

Update 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 
 None. For Information Only. Planning Manager Andrew Choy and Grants Specialist Gigi Cairel 

presented the following: 
 

DHHL Grants Process – State Procurement and Contracting 
• Competitive Sealed Proposals, also known as Requests for Proposal or RFP 
• State Procurement Process is from July thru December  

o May 2022 - The legislature appropriated a one-time $10 million 
o June 2022 - HHC approves the DHHL FY 2023 agency budget, including $7.5M 

of the $10M to the DHHL Native Hawaiian Development Program Plan 
o July 2022 - DHHL releases 4 RFPs 
o October 2022 – Grant proposal due date 
o November – December 2022 – DHHL Grant Review Committee 
o December 2022 – Hawaiian Homes Commission approved grant awards 
o Procurement Process Completed 
o Contracting begins 

 
 The Hawaiian Homes Commission approved 23 Grant Awards in December 2022. 

• 12 Awards used the State General Funds 
• 11 Awards used the Native Hawaiian Rehabilitation Funds 

 
 DISCUSSION 
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Commissioner Helm asked about the deadline for the funds. Is it June? G. Cairel stated yes by 
June 30 this year.  
 
Commissioner Teruya asked if the funds are not used by the deadline do they lapse? G. Cairel 
stated that is her understanding as it came with the condition that they be encumbered by 
June.  
 
HOMESTEAD SERVICES DIVISION 
 
ITEM D-1 HSD Status Reports 

A. Homestead Lease and Application Totals and Monthly Activity Reports 
B. Delinquency Reports 
C. DHHL Guarantees for FHA Construction Loans 

 
 J. Garcia asked if the Commissioners had any questions.  
 
 Chair Anderson called for a short recess before the Commission goes into executive session. 
 
RECESS   12:00 p.m.  
RECONVENED  12:15 p.m.  
 
 MOTION/ACTION 

  Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to convene in an executive 
session pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), HRS, to Consult with its attorney on questions and issues 
pertaining to the Commission’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities; and 

 
 To consult staff on agenda Item E-1 to discuss the potential acquisition of property pursuant to 

HRS 92-5(a)(3). Motion carried unanimously. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION IN 12:15 p.m.    
  

  The Commission anticipates convening an executive meeting pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), 
HRS, to Consult with its attorney on questions and issues pertaining to the Commission’s powers, 
duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities. and 

 
 To consult staff on agenda Item E-1 to discuss the potential acquisition of property pursuant to 

HRS 92-5(a)(3). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION OUT   2:15 p.m.    
 
  
 
 
 
REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION 
 
 ITEM J-2 Dayne Kahau – Lease Issue 
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 D. Kahau stated he appeared before the Commission in 2021, and the outcome was for him to get 
a reconsideration. He has waited for eight months and wants to know why so long. The property 
in question is his dad’s property.   

 
 DAG Kanaka`ole stated the Commission is in the process where after the individual makes a 

request, the Department comes back with a written recommendation, and the Commission 
deliberates on that recommendation. There would not be a hearing yet with parties.  

 
 DAG Kanaka`ole clarified with D. Kahau that the Commission received his request and notified 

you that they would review it. Today the Commission will review your request. There will be a 
determination today.  

 
 ITEM J-4 Simeon Butch Ramos – Kewalo Lease Concerns 
 
 S. Ramos stated that the former Chair promised him some information based on his testimony in 

December. Twenty years ago, the Department took some land from him, took down a wall, and 
has not yet paid him. He was told that if they made any improvements to the property, the 
Department would reimburse him. DHHL wrote him a letter saying they would pay him off. He 
could not accept it because he could not buy the rocks for that 20 years ago. He returned the 
check because if he accepted it, it said everything was done, but it was not. During the project, a 
big rock came down from the mountain and smashed one of his cars. Stewart has a picture of that. 
He has written five letters since September, and nobody has responded. 

 
 Chair Anderson asked to who the letters were addressed. S. Ramos stated to the Director via 

Cedric. He was told to get an estimate for a wall today, so he did that in September and got a 
contractor who put an estimate in for $48,000, a 120-foot rock wall, 4 feet high.  

 
 The second issue is the Department is doing another project, and they want to go through his 

property. He told Cedric he would allow them to go through his property on two conditions; (1) 
pay him what they owe him; and (2) this is a temporary easement. He was told he could not do 
that. They are going to make it permanent. He will fight the Department if it tries to take it from 
him. He wants the Department to let him know soon if they will get this thing paid off or if they 
will not take his property. 

 
 Chair Anderson stated his office would work with him to ensure that he is connected with the 

appropriate staff and have someone from the Chair’s office in that meeting so that he can sit with 
the correct staff and ask your questions and have your questions answered.  

 
 The Commission convened for recess for 10 minutes, and the Contested Case Hearings for 

approximately 90 minutes.   
 
RECESS  2:30 p.m.   
RECONVENED  4:10 p.m.  
  
  
 
 ITEM J-3 Blossom Feiteira  – Sybil Lopez– Various Concerns 
 
 On Tuesday, January 21, 2023, Chair-Designate and his Secretary visited Ho`olehua, Moloka`i, 

in response to the Department of Health’s safety concern. The property of concern is in the 
Leikukui residential area. She spoke on her behalf outside of her Official County hat and as the 
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SCHHA Vice-Chair. Neighbors were getting sick with respiratory conditions, asthma, 
hospitalization, and cancer. A kupuna living across the street from the affected property died. The 
source was unknown until the heavy rains made it prevalent that there was a toxic substance 
within the neighborhood. Behind the abandoned vehicles were drums filled with an unknown 
substance. The families affected are seeking legal counsel. Mr. Noah John Horner and his wife 
Tara want to share his testimony.  

 
 N. Horner lives in the Leikukui residential area. He asked if it was legal for the homesteader to 

store materials of the sort and quantity on homelands owned for residential purposes. If the 
answer is no, would it be considered a criminal matter, and if yes, would it be a County, State, or 
Federal law? He asked if the Department knew about the situation or if it was their first hearing. 
His understanding is that the origin of the products may have come from the DHHL facility on 
Moloka`i. At the time of disposal, there should have been a disposal certification that has not yet 
been generated. He believes the original contract was dated back at least 8-years ago. He believes 
procedures are to prevent these types of events from happening.  

 
 Commissioner Awo stated he had seen an email describing what was said. He stated the 

Department dispatches someone to investigate, and the results are returned to the Department for 
the Commission’s consideration. N. Horner stated they are on Hawaiian home lands and 
residential property in the Ho`olehua area.  

 
 Chair Anderson stated he was informed of the situation on Monday, January 30, 2023, at about 

4:00 p.m. The next morning, at about 6:45 a.m., he was on Moloka`i with one of his staff, and 
they looked at the property. They found, as was described, a truck on the Crabbe property, and in 
the back of the truck were several drums with some fuel substance that had leaked into the back. 
His office contacted the State Department of Health and the Attorney General. On Tuesday, 
February 14, 2023, the State Department of Health, working with a contractor, went to the site, 
removed the fuel from the back of the truck and the drums, and contained it into a shipping 
container on the Crabbe property. The Department of Health did some soil remediation, removed 
soil that was found to be contaminated, put the soil in boxes, and wrapped the boxes in plastic and 
tarps that are contained safely on the property. The Department of Health sent samples of the soil 
for testing, and as soon as the soil testing comes back, the Department of Health will work on the 
disposal of the soil. The Department of Health needs to determine what is in the soil to dispose of 
it. From the Department’s records, he understands this issue goes back to roughly 2015. During 
about 2-weeks, his administration has been able to get the area cleaned up in conjunction with the 
Department of Health and the Department of the Attorney General. That is where we are right 
now.  

 
 N. Horner stated that the Department of Health’s official Terry on Moloka`i has been keeping 

him well-updated on his progress. He saw the shipping container leave Lei Kukui today, February 
22, 2023, around 1:18 p.m.; it is off the DHHL property. They are awaiting the testing of the soil, 
and once it is determined what the materials are, the Department of Health can decide if it needs 
to be shipped out or if it can be dumped and buried at the landfill on Moloka`i. He is hopeful that 
the Department will hold the lessee accountable for his irresponsible decisions and the risk he 
posed to the health and safety of the residents.  

 
 Public testimony – Tara Horner. She found it disappointing that the Department was notified 

on January 31, and she received a letter dated February 17. It took that long for the Department to 
notify the people. The neighbor who lives next to the Crabbe residence informed the people that 
there would be removal. The February 17 letter notified the people that the removal came three 
days after the actual removal on February 14. The lack of urgency and communication was 
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disappointing. She stated several people died from cancer on the same street; another had nerve 
damage and an abscess. Communication would have made a big difference in how things played 
out.  

 
 Chair Anderson sincerely apologized for the information trickling to them. His administration 

focused on removing the material, safely contained, and doing the soil remediation with the 
Department of Health. T. Horner stated they hope to see the full report sooner than later. Chair 
Anderson stated this should not have happened and thanked everyone for their understanding.  

 
 Public testimony – William Kaholoaa Jr. (J. Kaholoaa) wanted to clarify that he called the 

Ho`olehua Fire Department requesting support for hazardous materials. He woke up with massive 
headaches, coughing, and respiratory problems. He has lived about 25-50 feet from the 
contaminated area for over eight years. After the Fire Department looked at it, he called the 
DHHL Moloka`i Office and asked Cindy Manaois if they had heard about it, to which she 
responded yes. He told her he had to leave home because of the toxic fumes. He told his 
neighbors they have hazardous materials in large quantities in the community. He is out of his 
home and paying out of his pocket. Who has the authority to render it safe for him to go home 
because he almost passed away eight months ago? It makes it hard for him to manage his job 
psychologically and physically as a dad, husband, and provider. His home still smells like fumes, 
and he was told he could go home, but who went into his home to test his home? He stated no one 
did. The Department of Health told him they are now in charge, not DHHL. Terry of DOH said 
they could go home, but Kaholoaa clarified that he wants to see written documents rendering his 
home safe to take his family home and that his community is safe. Is it safe for him to go home? 

 
 Chair Anderson stated he could not answer that question and had no expertise to tell him whether 

his home was safe. The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands does not have the expertise to tell 
you that. Chair Anderson’s commitment to J. Kaholoaa was that he would work to get the 
hazardous materials cleaned up as quickly as possible. His other commitment was the Department 
would house him and provide hotel accommodation at the Department’s cost until the hazardous 
materials were cleaned up. Upon checking with the Department’s policies, it had none that 
allowed for housing a lessee, so he paid with his funds to ensure that he could honor his 
commitment to J. Kaholoaa to house him until all the hazardous materials were cleaned up.  

 
 The DOH shared with him that the fuel stored in the back of the truck was removed and placed in 

a shipping container, and all the contaminated soil that the Department of Health found was 
removed, put into boxes, and sent for testing. The boxes were secured and remained secured on 
Mr. Crabbe’s property.  

  
ITEM J-5 Lily Napoleon – Naʻiwa Agricultural Subdivision Alliance 

 
 L. Napoleon thanked the Department for their time and energy in the Naʻiwa subdivision and 

asked for its continued support. They started a homeowner/ag program to help people understand 
the cost of owning a home financially, and it is a 3-year project with Hawaiian Community 
Lending (HCL). They want to work with the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human 
Resources (CTAHR), Sustainable Moloka`i, and Hoopili Ag Foundation for the ag program.   

 
ITEM J-7 Meghann Matsuda – Proposal for displaced individuals (slide presentation) 

 
 M. Matsuda asked for the Commission’s support for their proposal for displaced individuals. 

They have been developing Puʻuhonua O Kaua`i, a Culturally guided Solution for Kaua`i’s 
houseless. They are a non-profit called E Ola Pono Hawaiian Cultural Homes (E ola Pono HCH). 
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The houseless used to be able to camp at various campgrounds for sixty (60) days with weekly 
breakdowns for campground cleaning. The goal is to start a camping model like Puʻuhonua O 
Waianae and then transition into a permanent tiny home village like Kau Hale. She understands 
that the biggest issue is being 50% Hawaiian. They want it to be for all Hawaiians. They can take 
50% first and then go down the line. They are asking for a partnership in the land. She can email 
their full proposal.  

 
 Chair Anderson stated he had long been a fan of Kau Hale as a policy. He and the Governor, at 

that time the Lt. Governor, worked on an initiative in Waimanalo that has been successful and can 
be duplicated elsewhere. Hopefully, the Commission will consider a policy in the future.  

 
ITEM J-9 Maxine Kahaulelio – Puʻukapu Farm Lot 
 
M. Kahaulelio stated she should go on next month’s agenda because she is tired and will see the 
Commission next month.  

 
ITEM J-10 Faith Chase – Maui Beneficiary Association 
 
F. Chase is a full-time Kahikinui homesteader and is speaking on Item F-4. She appreciates the 
unanimous vote for the Right of Entry for Rojac Trucking. For public record, she helped the 
Kahikinui homesteader, Samuel Hanbeck, fill out the initial grant program application. As 
mentioned, the initial grant ask was very large. Because the Board of Reclamation Drought 
Emergency Relief Program did not have a monetary ceiling, he included many water efficiency 
pieces to the plan. The key is that Mr. Hanbeck’s watershed request was so large his watershed 
management plan is considered an existing one. This means that an (indiscernible) can be made 
with the BOR water efficiency grant that ensures water delivery continues until the watershed is 
restored and can provide water permits along the moku. The water is not to be used for ungulate 
removal.   
 
ITEM J-11 Robert and Sharmaine Taua – Nanakuli Lease Concerns 
 
R. Taua and Charmaine Taua stated they filed a complaint to the Department’s Enforcement 
Division via email on January 3, 2023, for the vandalism and trespassing of their property. On 
January 20, 2023, they dropped off a binder that included copies of police reports, a list of police 
trespassing reports, and vandalism on their property since the beginning of 2018. Since dropping 
off the binder to Ross Kapeliela, they have not yet received a response. Regarding the flooding of 
their property, Casey Corpuz asked them to forward their correspondence with the Department of 
Planning & Permitting (DPP) along with DPP’s recommendations. DHHL’s Enforcement 
informed the Tauas that it was a civil matter and nothing was done to address or rectify the 
problem. They have taken their concern to their representative, Council member, Chief of Police 
Ballard, and the Nanakuli Neighborhood Board. They have learned that DHHL protects Hawaiian 
homesteaders from trespassing and vandalism. They are personally notifying DHHL of the 
criminal acts being committed. Chair Anderson stated he would share with the Enforcement 
Team and follow up with the Taua family. 
 
Public testimony – Ainaaloha Ioane. Updated the Commission on what is happening at King’s 
Landing. She thanked the DHHL Planning Department for their Honu Waiakea process in 
partnership with the Edith Kanaka`ole Foundation (EKF) and Group G-70. They had a great 2-
day workshop, and it was refreshing to look at the mele and oli of the kupuna and the mo`olelo of 
their ahupua`a of Waiakea. She asked if the Provisional Investigative Committee of King’s 
Landing and DHHL Land Management Division Phase 2 had the opportunity to meet and discuss 
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the undivided interest, the MOU with Parks and Recreation to secure their gates, and also the 
MOU with HPD to begin the trespassing process.  

Commissioner Kalekini stated that the PIG did not meet yet and would get back and see when 
they could meet again.   

ITEM J-6 Bo Kahui – La`i `Opua Community Development Corp. (unavailable) 
ITEM J-3 Blossom Feiteira – Various Concerns (unavailable) 
ITEM J-8 Steve Bess – Mediation Services (unavailable) 
ITEM J-12 Kamuela Hambek – Homestead Hale Building (unavailable) 
ITEM J-13 Julie Louie – Payment Dispute (unavailable for J-agenda, she presented earlier) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

NEXT MEETING 

The next HHC meeting – March 20 & 21, 2023, Hale Pono`i, Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands, Kapolei, O`ahu. 

Next DHHL Community Meeting – March 20, 2023 

MOTION/ACTION 
Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Freitas, to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 6:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Ikaika Anderson, Chairman Designate 
Hawaiian Homes Commission 

Prepared by: 

______________________________________ 
Leah Burrows-Nuuanu, Commission Secretary 
Hawaiian Homes Commission 
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Sunday, February 19, 2023

Online Petition
Sign & Join Us!

We say 'Aole - Act 279 funds should not be used in “generating” 
funds to reduce the homestead applicant waiting list. 
Please fill out and add your mana'o in the comments section at the end. 

Special Call to Action!!
Join us by opposing Hawaiian Homes Commission Agenda F-3: Direct the Department to evaluate 
whether Act 279 (SLH 2022) funds should be used to pursue geothermal resource development as 
a means to generate revenue to reduce the homestead applicant waiting list. 

    I am testifying in   
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Are you 50% native Hawaiian on the 
Homestead Waitlist? 

Yes

Are you a Leasee on homestead 
lands?

No

Are you a successor of a waitlist 
beneficiary?

Yes

Name Agnes Mililani (Mau) Kiesling

E-mail aemkiesling@gmail.com

Date Sunday, February 19, 2023

Comments
Aloha, The form is not real clear toward the end?? I am on the wait list myself, but I am also a 
successor to my sister Gloria Ann Noelani (Mau) Cheeley of Wai'ohuli and also, I believe, on my son's, 
Kawika C. L. Kiesling of Lei'Ali'i. I have been waiting now for 16 years for a homestead. Please help to 
expedite HHL for we who are on the waitlist.
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Are you a successor of a waitlist 
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No

Name Ronalynn Cortez

E-mail brandicortez@me.com

Date Sunday, February 19, 2023

Comments
These funds are for Kanaka Maoli, stop stealing from the Hawaiians and disguising it as necessary! 
HOUSING IS NECESSARY WATER IS NECESSARY, we’re at the state we’re in because we haven’t taken 
care of Hawai’i’s NATIVE PEOPLE. A’OLE!!!
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E-mail kalonizehi@gmail.com

Date Saturday, November 25, 1989

Comments
I’m not on the list or a leasee but I am kanaka maoli. I have ʻohana who are one the list, who are 
homesteaders, and who are successors that are passionately and firmly against Agenda Item F-3. I am 
here to voice my support for them and their understanding that this budget needs to be put towards 
getting our kānaka on ʻāina and to not deviate from that kuleana for any reason. 
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Comments
My big huge ohana is on the wait-list for many years. My mom has waited 40 years. I have waited 20 
years, along with my brothers and sister. My aunt's and uncles and cousins are waiting too. My grandpa 
died on the list. We need to get on the land. We are ready and waiting. Please put funds to putting 
people on the land. 
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Are you a successor of a waitlist 
beneficiary?

Yes

Name Marvaleen Vidinha

E-mail KuuleiV10@icloud.com

Date Saturday, December 10, 1955

Comments
I believe that we the people of Hawaiian Homesteader are entitled to this $600 million dollars that was 
originally granted to the Hawaiian Homesteaders who have been on the waitlist for many years. Our 
ancestors have fought and today we the successors and ohanas are still waiting for what is rightfully 
ours.
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Are you 50% native Hawaiian on the 
Homestead Waitlist? 

Yes

Are you a Leasee on homestead 
lands?

Yes

Are you a successor of a waitlist 
beneficiary?

No

Name Raimie Mardonada

E-mail rmardonada@twc.com

Date Tuesday, July 19, 1966

Comments
Funds should be used for waitlist and for pastoral land development.   
Us homesteaders have been waiting for land for many years and others who are still on the waitlist 
need to get affordable homes to move into.
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Are you 50% native Hawaiian on the 
Homestead Waitlist? 

Yes

Are you a Leasee on homestead 
lands?

No

Are you a successor of a waitlist 
beneficiary?

No

Name Daniel Arias

E-mail ariasoluolu@gmail.com

Date Monday, February 20, 2023

Comments
 Give us beneficiaries our land to build our home give us our transfer of lease and stop the 
CORRUPTION in that DHHL office remove all staff that is in that office  
And stop listening to Aila and Kanakaole  
Or previous Chairs listen and hear our cries it's been way to long we suffer at the hands of this 
ADMINISTRATION AND PRIOR .....ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 
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