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Malama Cultural Park

Special Area Plan

Chapter 1: Introduction

Project Information Summary

Project Name: Malama Cultural Park Special Area Plan

Project Location: Hio Place, Kaunakakai, Moloka‘i (Figure 1-2)

Landowner Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (Figure 3-2)

Ahupua‘a Kaunakakai (Figure 3-1)

Tax Map Keys (TMK) (5)-3-001:002, 097, & 100 (Figure 3-2)

State Land Use District: Urban District (Figure 3-4)

DHHL Land Use Special District

County of Maui Zoning Interim (Figure 3-5)

Moloka‘i Community Plan Park, Public/Quasi Public (Figure 3-7)

Designation

Special Management Area Within SMA (Figure 3-6)

(SMA):

Flood Zone: AE: Area of 1% Annual Chance of Flooding, Base Flood Elevation (BFE)=

10ft; and VE, High Risk Coastal Area, BFE= 10 feet (ft) (Figure 3-46)

Introduction

The Malama Cultural Park is a treasured wahi pana (ancestral land), not only for the people of Kaunakakai, but also
for residents throughout the island of Moloka‘i. For many generations, Malama Cultural Park connects the past to
the present and evokes a great sense of cultural pride. In the past, it was one of the places where kupa‘aina would
access the shoreline for fishing and launching wa‘a. It was also a favorite retreat of ali‘i, where Lota Kapuaiwa
Kalanimakua Ali‘i6lani Kalanikupuapa‘ikalaninu, also known as King Kamehameha V, built a vacation home and
was known to sunbathe along its sandy shore (Summers, 1971). At Malama Cultural Park today, one can find a
sandy beach that serves as a popular place for canoeing and paddle boarding; a natural wetland; and numerous
cultural sites that provide a glimpse into the rich history and culture of one of Moloka‘i’s central gathering places.
For many park users, it is crucial that this special place be protected and preserved for its historic and cultural
significance as well as for the important role it plays in the Kaunakakai ahupua‘a and for the overall ecosystem of
the island.

DHHL seeks to preserve this wahi pana and to support the continuing practice of ocean recreational use in a manner
that protects and respects the historical legacy of this place. This SAP has been drafted to guide the long-term use
and management of the park, protecting its unique natural and cultural resources for present and future generations.
This SAP provides a conditions assessment of Malama Cultural Park and its resources, outlines specific
management actions to ensure the natural and cultural resources within the DHHL property are properly cared for,
and recommends a management approach. The SAP reflects the core values important to both DHHL beneficiaries




and Moloka‘i residents. It also provides a guide for DHHL to coordinate management and stewardship activities for
the benefit of park users.

The SAP was developed through a series of discussions with beneficiaries, a wide range of community stakeholders,
and various public agencies. The SAP reflects the sentiments and perspectives provided through beneficiary
consultation to primarily sustain the park as both a safe and enjoyable space. The SAP planning process evaluates
earlier planning efforts for the park and the surrounding area when it was under the jurisdiction of other public
agencies. The SAP also incorporates information from new studies, and outlines plans for park facility programming
and management.

Special Area Plan Background

The mission of DHHL is to effectively manage the Hawaiian Home Lands Trust and to develop and deliver lands to
native Hawaiians. The Hawaiian Home Lands Program was started with the passage of the Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act, 1920, as amended (HHCA) due to the efforts of Prince Jonah Kiihid Kalaniana‘ole (Figure 1-1).
The stated aim of the legislation was to enable native Hawaiians to escape the tenements and slums in Honolulu; by
settling them to become self-supporting, self-sufficient, and thrive once more.

FIGURE 1-1 PRINCE JONAH KUHIO KALANIANA‘OLE

It was Prince Kihio’s vision to ensure for the provision of healthy Hawaiian communities for future generations to
come. As part of the effort to fulfill that vision, DHHL has focused planning efforts on community building and the
stewardship of the natural and cultural resources that are fundamentally grounded in the Hawaiian way of life.
Developing designated parks for recreation and gathering are an important way to foster a sense of community,
strengthen community bonds, and maintain a strong sense of cultural identity.

In 2011, a portion of the lands comprising Malama Cultural Park were transferred from the State of Hawai‘i,
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), into the DHHL inventory as part of the 16,000 acre settlement
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(Figure 1-3). The park area was accepted by DHHL mainly because it would provide cultural and recreational
opportunities in a central location and maintain a Hawaiian sense of place as well as access to the shoreline. These
specific DHHL parcels will be referred to as the “Plan Area” in this document (Figure 1-2 and 1-3).

In 2018, the Hawaiian Home Commission, under DHHL land use administrative rules, designated the Plan Area as a
Special District under its Land Use Designation scheme with the goal of preserving and protecting significant
natural, historic and community resources on Trust lands. The DHHL Special District designation is for land with
special opportunities such as natural, cultural or historic resources, or severe constraints such as flood control or
endangered species. This category is applied to environmentally or culturally sensitive land that requires some
conservation principles but can also be used for compatible activities if managed correctly. The intent is for native
Hawaiian beneficiaries to oversee these lands and use them to create a Hawaiian sense of place for all beneficiaries
living on Moloka‘i.

To help achieve this goal, DHHL has developed this SAP for the future management of the Plan Area and its
resources. The SAP will identify the current resources and uses of the Plan Area and address key issues such as
responsible access, competing uses, stewardship of natural and cultural resources, and the management of park
facilities and infrastructure. This plan provides an opportunity to engage in early action to ensure resources are
properly cared for before irreversible consequences compromise the ability of future generations to enjoy this
special place.




FIGURE 1-2 PROJECT LOCATION
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FIGURE 1-3 PLAN AREA DELINEATION
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