ITEM F-1
Approval to Issue a Right-of-Entry Permit to
Nexamp Solar, LLC, a Delaware limited
liability company, for due diligence purposes
and a long-term General Lease (2 TMK No.
(3) 7-3-010:007 (por.), Kalaoa, Hawaii
Island.

October 2021

5. Prescribe such terms and conditions deemed prudent and necessary by the Hawaiian
Homes Commission.
LOCATION:
Hawaiian Home Lands situated at Kalaoa, Island of Hawaii, identified as TMK No.: (3) 7-3010:007(por.) (See Exhibit “A”) .
AREA:
Containing approximately 27.6 acres
DISCUSSION:
Pursuant to the Hawaiian Home Commission authorization and approval of LMD’s Agenda Item
No. F-1 dated August 18, 2020, a Public Notice for Disposition of Hawaiian Home Lands by
General Leases for Renewable Energy Projects on Oahu, Molokai, and Hawaii Island was released
on August 31, 2020. The public solicitation offered lands whereby a Right-of-Entry Permit would
be issued to a successful applicant or applicants(s) who received the highest total points for due
diligence activities with the option for a long-term general lease to develop, construct, operate,
manage, and maintain a respective renewable energy project that would generate a revenue stream
for the DHHL Trust and provide community benefits for the beneficiary community as well.
After release of the Public Notice, DHHL issued three (3) separate addendums to the offering. To
note, information for the addendums issued by date are as follows:
•

Addendum No. 1 - September 18, 2020:
DHHL responses to questions DHHL received by the 2:00 p.m. (HST) Tuesday, September
15, 2020 deadline

•

Addendum No. 2 – October 13, 2020:
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS:
October 16, 2020 deadline to submit applications, as specified in Section 3.3.3 of the August
31, 2020 Information Packet, has been postponed until further notice. The postponement is
to accommodate changes in the timing of HECO’s RFPS which are in a state of flux.

•

Addendum No. 3 – November 3, 2020:
Application deadline specified in Section 3.1.1 of the August 31, 2020 Information Packet
has been extended to December 18, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. HST. All the terms, requirements,
and conditions remain the same except for the information provided below.

An Evaluation Committee which was comprised of five (5) respective members (three (3) DHHL
and two (2) Non-Governmental) were selected to review the applications received in response to
the August 31, 2020 Solicitation for renewable energy projects.
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For the Hawaii Island sites, two (2) applicants responded for the Kawaihae site and three (3)
responded for the Kalaoa site (see table below.) All the applicants proposed solar plus battery
projects. There was no application received for the Hoolehua, Molokai site.
Kawaihae Applicants
Arion Energy, LLC
Nexamp Solar, LLC

Kalaoa Applicants

Arion Energy, LLC
Nexamp Solar, LLC
O’oma Homestead Alliance, LLC

Following its final review and evaluation, the Evaluation Committee’s Scoring Summary (see table
below) was determined as prescribed under DHHL’s solicitation. As such, applicants for each site
would be subject to further scrutiny and negotiations in order of its respective rankings during the
selection process.

Nexamp Solar, LLC’s parent company, Nexamp was founded in 2007 to build the future of
energy so that it is clean, simple, and accessible. Today, Nexamp is a leader in the clean energy
space, offering solar and energy storage solutions. They own and operate all of its solar storage
projects and manage every stage of the process: financing, project development and acquisition,
design, construction, operations and maintenance, and energy sales. They foster accountability,
passion, empathy, open communication, transparency, and belongingness as well as allocates time
and resources to serve its host communities from early-stage development through the life of the
project. Additionally, they value long relationships to the highest degree and strive to be the best
possible neighbors, including a willingness to hire locally and offer training to new employees.
DHHL conducted virtual beneficiary consultation meetings and the mandatory two (2) public
hearing for the respective Kalaoa, and Kawaihae, Hawaii Island sites. The table below reflects
information from the Kalaoa Beneficiary Consultation meeting.
Date
12/8/2021
and 7/13/2021

Invitations Mailed
975 Post Cards – with
96740 and 96745 Zip
Codes

Comments
18 comments over the
course of the BC meeting
were noted and 2 written
comments were received
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Prior to decision-making by the HHC scheduled for Wed., 10/13/2021 at 1:30 p.m., the HHC will
have conducted two virtual public hearings with in-person and virtual attendance options on
Hawaii Island where the project is located to meet the requirements under Section 171-95.3(c),
HRS. The public hearings were scheduled as follows:
Public Hearing # 1
Date: Mon., 10/11/2021
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: In person - Laiopua 2020
Community Center Complex, 74-5210
Keanalehu Dr., Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740

Public Hearing #2
Date: Wed., 10/13/2021
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Location: In Person - Hale Kuhio, 64-756
Mamalahoa Highway, Kamuela, Hawaii
96743

Public Hearing notices were published on Monday, September 27, 2021, in respective statewide
print media editions.
LMD believes that Nexamp’s project as proposed is in the best interest of the Hawaiian Home
Lands Trust for the following reasons:
 The project as proposed will generate a revenue stream for the Hawaiian Home Land Trust
over at least twenty-five (25) years on land that currently lacks infrastructure, has use
restrictions and limitations for development and has not generated revenue.
 The project will add another renewable energy resource for Hawaii Island and will be
DHHL’s contribution to help achieve the State’s goal of 100% renewable energy by the
Year 2045.
PLANNING AREA:
Kalaoa, Island of Hawaii
LAND USE DESIGNATION:
Industrial Use, Hawaii Island Plan (2002), Figure 8 – West Hawaii – Hawaii Land Inventory
CURRENT STATUS:
The vacant northern half of the parcel has been designated for general agriculture use while the
southern half, comprising 100 acres, has been designated for industrial use, preserving it for
possible other future uses such as for farming and ranching, and in this particular case, for a
renewable energy project. The parcel frontage along Queen K Highway and is across from the
Kona International Airport. Under DHHL’s Hawaii Island Plan (2002), the parcel has been
designated for general agriculture and industrial use. The parcel is lava land sparsely covered in
scrub grass, trees, and shrubs in a dry and arid climate, typical of coastal Kona. The project area
elevation varies between 150 feet in the west to 250 feet in the east with a western-facing slope.
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CHARACTRER OF USE:
Due diligence studies to assess the potential for a solar project under a ROE and if the option for
the long term general lease is exercised, for the eventual development, construction, operations,
management, and maintenance of a solar production facility.
CHAPTER 343 – ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:
Issuance of ROE:
Upon issuance of the ROE Permit, NEXAMP will conduct due diligence studies including studies
related to the preparation of an HRS Chapter 343 environmental assessment for the renewable
energy project.
Issuance of the General Lease:
The issuance of the General Lease is subject to the terms and conditions of the ROE, including,
but not limited to, compliance with HRS Chapter 343 and HAR Chapter 11-200, and is not
exemptible under DHHL’s exemption list. NEXAMP will be preparing and environmental
assessment in accordance with HRS Chapter 343 for this renewable energy project which will be
subject to HHC approval.
CONSISTENCY WITH DHHL PLANS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS
DHHL General Plan (2002)
The recommended disposition is consistent with the following General Plan goals and objectives:
Land Use Planning
Goals:
 Utilize Hawaiian Home Lands for uses most appropriate to meet the needs and desires of the
beneficiary population.
Objectives:
o Provide space for and designate a mixture of appropriate land uses, economic opportunities,
and community services in a native Hawaiian-friendly environment.
o Direct urban growth to priority development areas based on infrastructure availability,
feasible site conditions, beneficiary preferences and job opportunities.
Goals:
 Be responsible, long-term stewards of the Trust’s lands and the natural, historic and community
resources located on these lands.
Objectives:
o Manage land dispositions in a manner that is environmentally sound and does not jeopardize
their future uses.

5

Item No. F-1

October 2021

o Enforce governmental health and safety standards and protect life and property from the
effects of natural hazards and disaster on Hawaiian home lands.
Economic Development
Goals:
 Generate significant revenue to provide greater financial support towards fulfilling the Trust’s
mission.
Objectives:
o Create a professionally managed investment portfolio with a well-balanced mix of assets.
Kealakehe-La’i‘Opua -Regional Plan Update (2020)
The recommended disposition is consistent with the following elements of the KealakeheLa’i’Opua Regional Plan Update: 8.5 Renewable Energy Initiative – PV Farm in ‘O’oma (pgs. 4649)
Program Plans
Ho’omalu’o Energy Policy (2009) - Objectives
 Ko’o: Facilitate the use of diverse renewable energy resources – Pursue the leasing of those
lands that are identified as suitable for renewable energy projects. (First priority should be
given to entities that would provide “firm” renewable energy poser such as garbage-toenergy (mass-burn), geothermal, pump storage hydropower, solar-thermal and second
priority to “as-available” renewable energy power such as wind, solar-photovoltaic, and
wave.)
AUTHORIZATION:
Section 204(a)(2) of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920, as amended,
Sections 10-4-21 and 10-4-22, Hawaii Administrative Rules, as amended
§171-55, §171-95, and §171-95.3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended
RECOMMENDATION:
Land Management Division respectfully requests approval of the motion as stated.
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ITEM F-2
Approval to Issue a Right-of-Entry Permit
Nexamp Solar, LLC, a Delaware limited
liability company, for due diligence
purposes and a long-term General Lease
TMK No. (3) 6-1-006:003, Kawaihae,
Hawaii Island

October 2021

5. Prescribe such terms and conditions deemed prudent and necessary by the Hawaiian
Homes Commission.
LOCATION:
Hawaiian Home Lands situated at Kawaihae, Island of Hawaii, identified as TMK No.: (3) 6-1006:003 (See Exhibit “A”) .
AREA:
Containing approximately 21.0 acres
DISCUSSION:
Pursuant to the Hawaiian Home Commission authorization and approval of LMD’s Agenda Item
No. F-1 dated August 18, 2020, a Public Notice for Disposition of Hawaiian Home Lands by
General Leases for Renewable Energy Projects on Oahu, Molokai, and Hawaii Island was released
on August 31, 2020. The public solicitation offered lands whereby a Right-of-Entry Permit would
be issued to a successful applicant or applicants(s) who received the highest total points for due
diligence activities with the option for a long-term general lease to develop, construct, operate,
manage, and maintain a respective renewable energy project that would generate a revenue stream
for the DHHL Trust and provide community benefits for the beneficiary community as well.
After release of the Public Notice, DHHL issued three (3) separate addendums to the offering. To
note, information for the addendums issued by date are as follows:
•

Addendum No. 1 - September 18, 2020
DHHL responses to questions DHHL received by the 2:00 p.m. (HST) Tuesday, September
15, 2020 deadline

•

Addendum No. 2 – October 13, 2020
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS:
October 16, 2020 deadline to submit applications, as specified in Section 3.3.3 of the August
31, 2020 Information Packet, has been postponed until further notice. The postponement is
to accommodate changes in the timing of HECO’s RFPS which are in a state of flux.

•

Addendum No. 3 – November 3, 2020
Application deadline specified in Section 3.1.1 of the August 31, 2020 Information Packet
has been extended to December 18, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. HST. All the terms, requirements,
and conditions remain the same except for the information provided below.

An Evaluation Committee which was comprised of five (5) respective members (three (3) DHHL
and two (2) Non-Governmental) were selected to review the applications received in response to
August 31, 2020 Solicitation for renewable energy projects.
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For the Hawaii Island sites, two (2) applicants responded for the Kawaihae site and three (3)
responded for the Kalaoa site (see table below.) All the applicants proposed solar plus battery
projects. There was no application received for the Hoolehua, Molokai site.
Kawaihae Applicants
Arion Energy, LLC
Nexamp Solar, LLC

Kalaoa Applicants

Arion Energy, LLC
Nexamp Solar, LLC
O’oma Homestead Alliance, LLC

Following its final review and evaluation, the Evaluation Committee’s Scoring Summary (see table
below) was determined as prescribed under DHHL’s solicitation. As such, applicants for each site
would be subject to further scrutiny and negotiations in order of its respective rankings during the
selection process.

Nexamp Solar, LLC’s parent company, Nexamp was founded in 2007 to build the future of
energy so that it is clean, simple, and accessible. Today, Nexamp is a leader in the clean energy
space, offering solar and energy storage solutions. They own and operate all of its solar storage
projects and manage every stage of the process: financing, project development and acquisition,
design, construction, operations and maintenance, and energy sales. They foster accountability,
passion, empathy, open communication, transparency, and belongingness as well as allocates time
and resources to serve its host communities from early-stage development through the life of the
project. Additionally, they value long relationships to the highest degree and strive to be the best
possible neighbors, including a willingness to hire locally and offer training to new employees.
DHHL conducted virtual beneficiary consultation meetings and the mandatory two (2) public
hearings for the respective Kalaoa, and Kawaihae, Hawaii Island sites. The table below reflects
information from the Kawaihae Beneficiary Consultation meeting.
Date
12/8/2020
And 7/26/2021

Invitations Mailed
187 Post Cards –
Kawaihae Lessees

Comments
20 comments over the
course of the BC meeting
were noted
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Prior to decision-making by the HHC scheduled for Wed., 10/13/2021 at 1:30 p.m., the HHC will
have conducted two public hearings with in-person and virtual attendance options on Hawaii Island
where the project is located to meet the requirements under Section 171-95.3(c), HRS. The public
hearings were scheduled as follows:
Public Hearing # 1
Date: Tue., 10/12/2021
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: In person - Kailapa Community
Center, 61-4016 Kai Opae Place, Kamuela,
Hawaii 96743

Public Hearing #2
Date: Wed., 10/13/2021
Time: 12: p.m.
Location: In Person - Hale Kuhio, 64-756
Mamalahoa Highway, Kamuela, Hawaii
96743

Public Hearing notices were published on Monday, September 27, 2021, in respective statewide
print media editions.
LMD believes that Nexamp’s project as proposed is in the best interest of the Hawaiian Home
Lands Trust for the following reasons:
 The project as proposed will generate a revenue stream for the Hawaiian Home Land Trust
over at least twenty-five (25) years on land that currently lacks infrastructure, has use
restrictions and limitations for development and has not generated revenue.
 The project will add another renewable energy resource for Hawaii Island and will be
DHHL’s contribution to help achieve the State’s goal of 100% renewable energy resources
by the Year 2045.
PLANNING AREA:
Kawaihae, Island of Hawaii
LAND USE DESIGNATION:
Industrial Use, Hawaii Island Plan (2002), Figure 8 – West Hawaii – Hawaii Land Inventory
CURRENT STATUS:
The subject parcel is vacant and is located in Kawaihae on the northwest side of Hawaii Island
where the climate is dry and arid, typical of coastal North Kona. The land is flat at approximately
the 100-foot elevation with a mild 10-15% southwest slope. Industrial, commercial, and general
agriculture uses, as well as residential communities surround the parcel in a a zone that contains
electric service. Direct access to the parcel from Akoni Pule Highway is uncertain, although access
through the nearby industrial subdivisions via easements obtained through DHHL from
Maluokalani Place may be an alternative

4

Item No. F-2

October 2021

CHARACTRER OF USE:
Due diligence studies to assess the potential for a solar project under a ROE and if the option for
the long term general lease is exercised, for the eventual development, construction, operations,
management, and maintenance of a solar plus battery production facility.
CHAPTER 343 – ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:
Issuance of ROE: Exhibit
Upon issuance of the ROE Permit, NEXAMP will conduct due diligence studies including studies
related to the preparation of an HRS Chapter 343 environmental assessment for the renewable
energy project.
Issuance of the General Lease:
The issuance of the General Lease is subject to the terms and conditions of the ROE, including,
but not limited to, compliance with HRS Chapter 343 and HAR Chapter 11-200, and is not
exemptible under DHHL’s exemption list. NEXAMP will be preparing and environmental
assessment in accordance with HRS Chapter 343 for this renewable energy project which will be
subject to HHC approval.
CONSISTENCY WITH DHHL PLANS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS
DHHL General Plan (2002)
The recommended disposition is consistent with the following General Plan goals and objectives:
Land Use Planning
Goals:
 Utilize Hawaiian Home Lands for uses most appropriate to meet the needs and desires of the
beneficiary population.
Objectives:
o Provide space for and designate a mixture of appropriate land uses, economic opportunities,
and community services in a native Hawaiian-friendly environment.
o Direct urban growth to priority development areas based on infrastructure availability,
feasible site conditions, beneficiary preferences and job opportunities.
Goals:
 Be responsible, long-term stewards of the Trust’s lands and the natural, historic and community
resources located on these lands.
Objectives:
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o Manage land dispositions in a manner that is environmentally sound and does not jeopardize
their future uses.
o Enforce governmental health and safety standards and protect life and property from the
effects of natural hazards and disaster on Hawaiian home lands.
Economic Development
Goals:
 Generate significant revenue to provide greater financial support towards fulfilling the Trust’s
mission.
Objectives:
o Create a professionally managed investment portfolio with a well-balanced mix of assets.
Kawaihae Regional Plan, (September, 2010)
The recommended disposition is consistent with the following elements of the September 2010,
Kawaihae Regional Plan as identified in Potential Kawaihae Projects – Economic Development 3.
Renewable Energy and Technology (pg. 26)
Program Plans
Ho’omalu’o Energy Policy (2009) - Objectives
 Ko’o: Facilitate the use of diverse renewable energy resources – Pursue the leasing of
those lands that are identified as suitable for renewable energy projects. (First priority
should be given to entities that would provide “firm” renewable energy poser such as
garbage-to-energy (mass-burn), geothermal, pump storage hydropower, solar-thermal
and second priority to “as-available” renewable energy power such as wind, solarphotovoltaic, and wave.)
AUTHORIZATION:
Section 204(a)(2) of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920, as amended,
Sections 10-4-21 and 10-4-22, Hawaii Administrative Rules, as amended
§171-55, §171-95, and §171-95.3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended
RECOMMENDATION:
Land Management Division respectfully requests approval of the motion as stated.
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