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The government pledged

to return ancestral Hawaiian land,

then never finished the jo

D
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Native Hawaiians are still waiting for state and federal officials to fulfill
the promises of land legislation that was signed into law 25 years ago.
“Justice delayed is justice denied,” said one former governor:

By Rob Perez, Honolulu Star-Advertiser and Agnel Philip, ProPublica

wentyfive years ago, the

state of Hawaii and the U.S.

government promised
Native Hawaiians to correct a
historic wrong.

Public agencies hiad occupied
thousands of acres intended to re-
turn Native people to their ances-
tral lands, paying little or no
compensation for decades as the
sites were used for military bases,
game preserves, schools and
other purposes. In 1995, state
and federal legislation pledged

to provide reparations.

ThenUS. Rep. Neil Abercrom-
bie, D-Hawaiii, said it was “a step
toward righting a great wrong
against the original people of this
land.” Then-Sen. Daniel Akaka, a
Native Hawaiian who steered the
bill through the Senate, called the
legislation “a vindication for Ha-
waiians who had lost hope that
this long-standing issue would
ever be resolved.”

But as 2020 draws to a close,
Native Hawaiians are still waiting

for all of what was promised.
While the state has added
nearly 16,000 acres to the land
trust, just a fraction were on Oahu,
the island with the greatest hous-
ing demand. The state still owes
another 1,300 acres to the Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands un-
der tthe terms of its reparations
bill, known as Act 14, an investiga-
tion by the Honolulu Star-Adver-
tiser and ProPublica has found.

Please see PROMISED LAND, A8
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is a homestead
subdivision in
Waimanalo.
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Over the years, the US. govern-
ment has provided about 900 acres
as compensation for its unautho-
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Former Gov. John Waihee, whose administration was instrumental
in negotiating the Act 14 bill, is the only Native Hawaiian to hold

that office.

air station, would

hibitive development costs and the
requirement to involve surrounding
landowners on infrastructure issues,
according to DHHL. Some of that
land s instead being leased to com-

DHHL, however, is currently evalu-

The department has rejected
other offersforands elsewhere on

ti offer for an 80-acre lot in

“wa Beach on Oahu's west side. The
Site of a former tsunami warning cen-
i'u can be used for residential devel-

Oahu over the:
nation or other factors. tent dealthe st under the fed-
, Suchrelectons repart o the o o em: law to help alleviate the residen-
sti

hns outstanding obligations to the u all parties reach the
st scoring o spokesmanior .,ms‘e?iﬁddﬁdﬁnm“‘wm
5. Department of the Interior.  fnent’s commitment. In anod to the

Mnmver few surplus federal lands liimited utility of the lands obtained

have become available in Hawaii
since 2000.

under prior settlement deals, the In-
terior spokesman said the Ewa

Darrell Maielua, 58 year-old district manager for a Hawaii hundry company, applied for a residential
homestead in 2008 and is more than 7,000 from the top of the waitlist.

i he House Fi ommittee, of these
group in the state, said Prince Jonah  raised concerns about placing are-  things” he said. “The benefit to the
Kuhi i i land

father of on Oahu, what is available  we mcve off the waitlist and put into

~ whenit was created a century ago,

for homesteads. “The priority

busi thei

mterwew

housing also helps alleviate our gen-
eral shortage of housi
lge vas open to the idea but said

land. "D e nten o the ersto
getmy amall? N
Ka Makana At said the 4%0rs

vertiser and ProPublica & lhal the. lq

any| l:wlelma.l sites would have to be
the

statesgency halding theland.

themall i at are suit-
and noted the project — oneof the amnum.s for DHHL in mm years able ve certainly wnuld be looking
- whether it makes
porting benelicares and the com  mor soughtforthe agu\cy For his senseum those should be included
NS hood, 2$500,000 to fini
‘operating funds from the state, ac- Gonationtobaida parkin an adja- HLsanmnl requests, ashedld with _SHll evem under the most optmis-
<ordingto DHHL data. In 2012, the  cent. “We Slesetlement scenario, DHHL will be.
Hawaii Supreme Co ught  short of the lands it needs to accom-
fund  sionand vmlon J ‘That
the department, and it has fared ~ princy Given legislators
‘much better since then. Stll it has KaMakxlmAll'l gmemlmamger demic h ' d other h o
received far less than what it Still, with 11, istri use of its limited
deemed sufficient. Oahu's residential waitlist and 28,000 - revenues, adiiti ing for holdings. On i i
Over. forin- residential,  DHHL 0 ‘whether dos. “We have to
stance, DHHL farming and ranchi ,  heintendstoi to pur- goverhcal sad Kama Fopkine, who
o DL b pon " e
cording anaver- Legislature, Ige said he 2001 o 2014 “Theres
ageof $10 millon annualy It otfust _ waiians. “Youneed everyinchof  would have to work with the depart- - no choice.
about $7 million in total, thosel: identify priorities. But he Historically, the
is using the poses,” Maui been reluctant to pursue the idea, in
‘money to acquire a one-acre, Pomeieader nd o Paupena moncy part
whereit plansto  C awards. ‘munity the concept.
ild- nonprofit thatassists Some question whether pm.dmg
come Th hould
Cednc Duarte, a DHHL. spoksr ‘munities. follow the law’ fil the: depannm s, constmmonal
however, says it i
tolookfor weekan- i “liyouaskaNa-
isa chall nounced its com- State Sen. i what
Asaresult, the department leases  mercial leasing chair of the Senate committee on the'y ‘want from DHHL, they wil tell
some trust lands to generate reve- Offcials peo] d}ey ...m,n toseek  Hawaiian affairs, believes the pend-  you they want their land," said Du-
nue,a DHHL considers with nt spokesman.
ntial for DHHL fandsforthede. resonts e way for Meanwhlle, thousands conti
On Oahu, more thana quarter of  velopment of aresort<asino. The  Hawailto help DHHL address the  to wail
the trust's 7,800 acres are in the proposal must first dby  land sh “If there’s going to Walhln resident Darrell Maielua, a
hands of nonbeneficiaries, produc-  the Hawaiian Homes C any kind of solution, 58 fora
ing nearly vhich ‘DHEL ing  likely than cash,”she said,and it Hawaii laundry compan, appli
revenue —roughly 17% of thede-  tolge, who would then consider  they can find Oahu, that's ‘homestead on Oahu in 2008.
partment's budget. The tenants pay  whether toincludeiit as part of his  really the way to go.” Today, he is more than 7,000 deep
to i packageof to cottSaiki  on the island'’s residential waitlist
purposes, from operating churches  theL ses- agreed, saying and has yet to get an off
and other nonprofit organizationsto  sion, which starts in January. low the law and prioritize the is- He dreams of getting a house for
i i i “Given the impact of COVID-19.on  lands where the needs are greatest.” _his family of five and wants his
mgtmhundmiwtﬂawananhmw The i t our and who s not et 2,to
onenf ing for nearly lly, i bold has lawmakers b able t
proven indigenous passmgabulmzlwouldg\velhe their yard. Bulhesgwwmglmpa—
lhe!msunlhelaleSym.vs groupsin er tient and the
i tions. long waits for a Tomestead. - “They're
Leasing lands Act 14, the property was developed ol thelr people,” said Tyler lokepa State Sen. Gilbert Keith-Agaran,  just coming up with excuses,” he
to generate revenue by D and ior official at DHHL, ina  vice chair of the Senate’s Water and - said of DHHL. “They ve been doing
Other years ago. The com- e pivotal mo-  Land Committee, said lawmakers  that for 50 years.”
have faltered. pany is led by former San Francisco ‘may need
DHHL haslooked to the pnme 49ers owner Edward J. DeBartolo Jr.  Homes Cm\mlsslm Actand re- side of processto  Rob Pere:
aneil i i sources to Oahu land short. the Honoluls StarAd,

erty,but i Jackingland,the de-
partment has lacked money.

the practice.
Robin Danner, chair of the Sover-

eign Council

In29 of the 61

and acquire ]ands will be- meded to

2geOneoption could e torarsler

fulfll the vision of
State Rep. Sylvia Luke, who heads

sme entities to DHHL. “1 don 't think

"He has worked at newspapers
in Rorida, California, Hawaii
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