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Article highlights DHHL funding needs
By William J. Aila, Jr.
Honolulu Star-Advertiser reporter
Rob Perez’s wide-ranging article on the
Hawaiian Homes Commission and the
state Department of Hawaiian Home
Lands (DHHL) was critical, yet spoke
to some of our realities (“Promised
Land,” Star-Advertiser, Oct. 25).
The story highlights a few of the
challenges that have hindered the program since its inception and points to
decisions made by previous commissions that were necessary at the time,
but have struggled to meet the needs
of all beneficiaries — like the issuance
of land and leases without a direct
funding source for infrastructure construction.
As we navigate through these hurdles, we are provided the ‘ike to understand the long-term implications of
actions made by the commission today.
While the piece covers new DHHL
initiatives meant to serve lower-income families, I am compelled to point
out that not all of our beneficiaries are
of limited means. For every turnkey offering there are more qualified applicants than there are available homes,
with hundreds ready to accept an offer. With that said, the department has
heard the call for more affordable
housing.
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Mask-wearing mandate
should be enforced

80-plus elderly should
be top vaccine priority

It is good that the governor and
state Department of Health are formulating a plan for the distribution of the
coronavirus vaccine when one becomes available (“Gov. David Ige announces draft COVID-19 vaccine
distribution plan for Hawaii,” StarAdvertiser, Top News, Oct. 22).
However, I believe they should take
another look at one group of people. My
wife and I are nearly 88 and 87 years old
and in generally good health, without
any of the obvious “underlying condiDavid
Lee
state has so far
tions” to put us in Group 1, with those
Hawaii
Kai
r Department;
65 and over who have such conditions.
ould climb to
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Don’t encourage tourists 70sHowever
we felt almost as healthy as in midated federal
dle age. But in our 80s, even without
to walk without masks
de business redistinctive “underlying conditions,”
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ity of everyone in their late 80s should
working on
publish a picture like this and give atten- place them in the first group. Many juEvery photo I see of tourists in the
Star-Advertiser shows people without
face masks, including comments of how
great it is that tourists can now visit.
Face masks should be mandatory
and the Honolulu Police Department
should write tickets with fines and
hand them out aggressively. The
Star-Advertiser photos, without a notation encouraging the use of masks, is
not helping promote our safety.

Trump has exceeded
predictions of disaster
Four years ago, I wrote the last letter
to the editor regarding Donald Trump
published before the election (“Trump
would be disastrous,” Star-Advertiser,
Letters, Nov. 6, 2016).
I warned, among other things, that
“A Trump presidency would be disastrous for race relations, civility, environmental protection, economic
equity, workers rights, civil rights, pay
equity for women and minorities, rational gun regulation, international relations and national security.”
I was wrong.
Trump turned out to be far worse
and dangerous. Who would’ve predicted his cruel family separations,
destabilization of international relationships and alliances (including the
murderous betrayal of the Kurds), support of white supremacy, and his inept,
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catastrophic failure to rationally
deal
with the coronavirus, just to cite a few

