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• Continued reduction in CIP activities as most of the infrastructure is completed in areas 

where NHHBG had been expended over the past five years, and no new NHHBG 

money exist to start new CIP developments. 

• Expansion of rental assistance in response to COVID-19. 

• Remaining balances are encumbered in existing contracts and projected homeowner 

financing. 

 

There is approximately $16.6 million in the account; a lot of funds are in existing contracts and 

homeowner financing.  

 

MOTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to accept the 2020-

2021Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant (NHHBG) Annual Housing Plan.  

 

Commissioner Kaleikini asked what the process for allocating additional funds for CIP projects 

going forward is.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated there was a time when the State Legislature was 

giving the Department less funding, more of the NAHASDA money was going toward CIP 

projects.  Things have reversed, and the Legislature is funding more CIP projects, so 

NAHASDA funds are going more toward homeowner financing.  

 

 MOTION/ACTION 

  

ITEM C-2  Authorize (1) the establishment of the DHHL COVID-19 Emergency 

Rental Assistance Program utilizing Native Hawaiian Housing Block 

Grant (NHHBG) funds to provide rental assistance to eligible families; (2)

use of up to seven million dollars in NHHBG funds to start the COVID-19 

Emergency Rental Assistance Program; and (3) DHHL to increase 

funding for the program as demand and funding permits.  

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves  to accept the 2020-2021Native Hawaiian Housing Block 

Grant (NHHBG) Annual Housing Plan. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Awo 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo  X X    

Commissioner Helm   X    

Commissioner Kaʻapu   X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo    X    

Commissioner Neves X  X    

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   8    

MOTION:  [ X] UNANIMOUS   [] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with nine (9) Yes votes 
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NAHASDA Manager Lehua Kinilau-Cano presented the following: 

 

(1) Authorize the establishment of the DHHL COVID-19 Emergency Rental Assistance 

Program utilizing Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant (NHHBG) funds made 

available in accordance with the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-

Determination Act (NAHASDA) and other federal laws including Public Law 115-141, 

the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018, which provided that NHHBG funds may be 

used to provide rental assistance to eligible Native Hawaiian families both on and off the 

Hawaiian Home Lands. 

 

(2) Authorize the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to utilize up to ($7,000,000.00) 

seven million dollars of NHHBG funds to start the program and allow the department to 

increase funding for the program in response to demand and as NHHBG funding or other 

supplemental funding permits, by informing the Hawaiian Homes Commission. 

 

MOTION 

Moved by Commissioner Awo, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to approve the motion as 

stated in the submittal. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Helm stated there are three beneficiaries on Molokaʻi who have NAHASDA 

demolition rebuild homes that have been put on hold for now.  He asked if this program affects 

the completion of those projects.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated these funds would not affect those 

projects.  If those beneficiaries are already in the pipeline, these funds will not be taken from 

that project.  

 

Commissioner Neves asked if there is an opportunity for more funding because seven million 

won't go far.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated she and Deputy Gomes spoke with Senator Schatz staff, 

and although no commitments were made, if there is a high demand for this project, there may 

be an opportunity for supplemental funding through future Congressional COVID packages, or 

possibly increasing the future funding. They want to see what the response to the program is 

like. This program covers the gap group of waitlisters who don’t have any other assistance 

should they fall behind, and they need help with their housing. 

 

Commissioner Neves asked for clarification on the residency requirement.  There are waitlisters 

not living in Hawaiʻi.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated that the Hawaiʻi Delegation is looking at ways to 

help their constituents in the State of Hawaiʻi. If there is a high demand for waitlisters outside 

of Hawaiʻi, staff can look at what options are available.   

 

Commissioner Teruya asked who will administer the program or whether the department was 

looking for an outside vendor. Chair Aila stated it would likely be an outside vendor who 

specializes in getting the funds dispersed as quickly as possible. Under the Governor’s 

emergency proclamation, certain procurement procedures have been waived to get the funds 

dispersed quickly.  The submittal delegated authority to the Chair and staff to negotiate with the 

vendor.   

 

Commissioner Teruya asked if the staff has any vendors in mind.  Chair Aila stated there are a 

few organizations, but the staff is still conducting its due diligence.  Commissioner Teruya 

stated she would support the action and asked that the Chairman consider beneficiary based 

organizations that are able to execute the program.  
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DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Kaapu is concerned about what documents are required in the application 

process.  The department will likely receive fewer funds from the Legislature, so trust funds 

may already have to be used.  He wouldn’t want to give someone who has the ability to pay, a 

six-month deferral. There should be a good basis for granting deferrals. The lessees should 

know what the expectations are at the front.  Chair Aila stated Ka Makana Alii had submitted a 

list of which vendors are paying rents.  

 

Commissioner Kaapu stated he has no problem with deferring rents for beneficiary licensees.  

Chair Aila stated that some of the licenses or general leases expire prior to the timeframe of the 

submittal, it has been difficult to do a one-size-fits-all program.  It may end up being a case-by-

case process.  

 

Commissioner Neves stated he agrees with Commissioner Kaapu that more financial 

documentation should be required.  

 

Commissioner Teruya stated she supported the motion and thanked the department for reaching 

out to commercial licensees.   

 

Commissioner Kaapu asked that the Commission be provided an update of those who requested 

assistance and how much was provided.   

 

MOTION/ACTION 

  

ITEM F-2  Annual Renewal of Right of Entry Permit(s), Moloka’i Island  

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio presented the following: 

Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission approve the following actions while developing 

a process to making short-term agricultural and pastoral land dispositions available to 

beneficiaries: 

Moved by Commissioner Awo to approve the motion, as stated in the submittal. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Namu’o 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo X  X    

Commissioner Helm   X    

Commissioner Kaʻapu   X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo   X X    

Commissioner Neves   X    

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    

MOTION:  [ X] UNANIMOUS   [ ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with nine (9) Yes votes 
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A) Renew all Molokaʻi Island Right of Entry Permit(s) as listed on Exhibit “A” and identified 

by approximate location on the Molokai Island Map Exhibit “A-1” that are in compliance 

and issued temporary approvals, as of May 1, 2020.  

B) The annual renewal period shall be on a month-to-month basis for up to twelve (12) 

months, but no longer than April 30, 2021, or at the next scheduled HHC meeting on 

Molokaʻi island whichever occurs sooner.  

C) Authorize the Chairman to negotiate and set forth other terms and conditions that may be 

deemed to be appropriate and necessary.   

 

MOTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Kaapu, to approve the motion as 

stated in the submittal.  

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Neves stated his concern for the lack of details about whether the permittees are 

in compliance.  On Kauaʻi there are problems with ROEs, and no one is really visiting the 

permitees to determine if they’re doing what they’re supposed to.  

 
MOTION/ACTION 

  

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION 

 
GENERAL AGENDA 

 

J-1 Skydee Canon – Kalani Lease 

J-2 Kekoa Enomoto – Paupena Community Development Corporation 

J-3 Cora Schnackenberg – Ahonui Homestead Association 

 

Chair Aila stated the J Agenda listees submitted written testimony, which was provided to 

Commissioners.  He asked if there were any questions regarding the testimonies. There were 

none.  

Moved by Commissioner Neves to approve the motion, as stated in the submittal. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Kaapu 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    

Commissioner Helm   X    

Commissioner Kaʻapu  X X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo    X    

Commissioner Neves X   X   

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   8 1   

MOTION:  [ ] UNANIMOUS   [X ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with eight (8) Yes votes, one (1) No vote. 
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WORKSHOPS 
 

PLANNING OFFICE  
  

ITEM G-1   For Information Only – Hanapēpē, Kauaʻi Homestead Development Plan 

Draft Environmental Assessment 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

None. For Information Only. 

Acting Planning Manager Andrew Choy presented the following: 

The purpose of the informational briefing is to update the HHC on the status of the planning 

process for the Hanapepe Homestead Community; to present summary highlights of the Draft 

Environmental Assessment (DES), and to notify Commissioners of the Draft Environmental 

Assessment (DEA) prior to publication in the Office of Environmental Quality Control’s 

Environmental Notice Bulletin. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Neves wanted to make sure there are considerations about additional access to 

the development area, specifically looking for areas available to cross between the lots  A. 

Choy stated there is a preliminary recommendation in one of the slides of the Draft EA.   

 

ITEM G-2   For Information Only – Anahola, Kauaʻi Kuleana Settlement Plan, and 

Draft Environmental Assessment 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

None. For Information Only. 

Acting Planning Manager Andrew Choy presented the following: 

The purpose of the informational briefing is to update the HHC on the status of the planning 

process for the Anahola Kuleana Homestead Settlement; to present summary highlights of the 

Draft Environmental Assessment (DES), and to notify Commissioners of the Draft 

Environmental Assessment (DEA) prior to publication in the Office of Environmental Quality 

Control’s Environmental Notice Bulletin. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Awo commented that the department is mindful of the challenges that continue 

to unfold in Kahikinui. 

 

Commissioner Kaapu asked what the expected roll-out date might be.  A. Choy stated they 

expect the environmental assessment to be presented to the Commission in July.  The 

implementation will need to be discussed internally as there are a few programmatic issues, and 

there need to be some site improvements before the project can move forward. The department 

needs to coordinate with the Green Energy team with whom the Commission approved a right-

of-entry permit last September to clear out the albizia trees.  

 

Commissioner Kaleikini asked if the assessment work of the environmental assessment is 

considered essential during the COVID-19 process. All of the fieldwork was completed in 

2019.  

 

Commissioner Neves stated the removal of the albizia trees has opened up the area and maybe 

cause for another topical review and possibly a redesign of the lots.  He asked if the report is 
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adjustable based on community input, and suggested a community storage area.  He added that 

he has concerns about trespassing and security in the area.  A. Choy stated the community 

activities are sited closer to the access points should the community decide to do as economic 

development activity like a farmers market in the future. 

ITEM G-3 For Information Only -- Puʻu ʻŌpae, Kauaʻi Kuleana Settlement Plan and 

Draft Environmental Assessment 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

None. For Information Only. 

Acting Planning Manager Andrew Choy presented the following: 

The purpose of the informational briefing is to update the HHC on the status of the planning 

process for the Puʻu ʻŌpae, Kauaʻi Kuleana Settlement Plan; to present summary highlights of 

the Draft Environmental Assessment (DES), and to notify Commissioners of the Draft 

Environmental Assessment (DEA) prior to publication in the Office of Environmental Quality 

Control’s Environmental Notice Bulletin. 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Kaapu asked what the department is expecting the community to do with 10-

acre pastoral lots and how the project is being integrated with Kawai Warrenʻs project. A. Choy 

stated pastoral lots were requested by the beneficiaries who attended the community meeting.  

It could be used for subsistence pastoral uses.  The main source of water is ditch water from the 

Puʻu Opae reservoir.  The partnership with KIUC minimizes the department's investment in the 

area.   

Commissioner Kaleikini asked how is KIUCʻs involved.  A. Choy stated KIUC would be 

making improvements to the ditch system as well as providing 600 mg of water per day for 

both Kawai Warrenʻs project and DHHLʻs future projects.  They are also responsible for the 

maintenance of the main road to and from Puu Opae.  There are monthly payments, as well. 

Commissioner Neves asked about the timeline.  A. Choy stated there are programmatic issues 

as well and some site improvements before implementation.    

REGULAR AGENDA 

HOMESTEAD SERVICES DIVISION 

ITEM D-1 HSD Status Reports 

A - Homestead Lease and Application Totals and Monthly Activity 

Reports 

B – Delinquency Report 

       C – DHHL Guarantees for USDA-RD Mortgage Loans 

Commissioner Neves asked for information on which lessees elected to defer loan payments.  

MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Helm to convene in an executive session 

pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), HRS, to consult with its attorney on questions and issue pertaining to the 

Commission’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities.  Motion carried unanimously.   














