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 HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 

Minutes of April 21, 2020, via Teleconference 

DHHL Main Office, Hale Ponoʻi, Kapolei, Oʻahu, Hawaiʻi  
 

Pursuant to proper call, the meeting of the Hawaiian Homes Commission was held via teleconference, 

moderated by Chairman William Aila Jr. and Commission Secretary Leah Burrows-Nuuanu, from Hale 

Ponoʻi, 91-5420 Kapolei Parkway, Kapolei, Oʻahu, Hawaiʻi, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

 

PRESENT William J. Aila Jr., Chairman 

 Randy K. Awo, Maui Commissioner (via teleconference) 

 Zachary Z. Helm, Molokaʻi Commissioner (via teleconference) 

 David B. Ka’apu, West Hawaiʻi Commissioner (via teleconference) 

 Michael L. Kaleikini, East Hawaiʻi Commissioner (via teleconference) 

 Russell K. Kaupu, Oʻahu Commissioner (via teleconference) 

 Pauline N. Namuʻo, Oʻahu Commissioner (via teleconference) 

 Dennis L. Neves, Kauai Commissioner (via teleconference) 

 Patricia A. Teruya, Oʻahu Commissioner  (via teleconference)  

      

COUNSEL Ryan Kanakaʻole, Deputy Attorney General (via teleconference) 

   
STAFF  Tyler I. Gomes, Deputy to the Chairman 

 Leah Burrows-Nuuanu, Secretary to the Commission 

 Andrew Choy, Action Planning Manager 

 Kahana Albinio, Acting Land Management Division Administrator 

 Juan Garcia, Acting Homestead Services Division Administrator 

 Cedric Duarte, Information & Community Relations Officer  

 Stewart Matsunaga, Acting Land Development Division Administrator 

 Paula Aila, Finance and Development Specialist  

 Shanen Cruz, Legal Assistant 

 Jamilia Epping, Information Specialist 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Aila called the meeting to order at 9:53 a.m.  Eight (8) members were present via 

teleconference at roll call.  

 

Pursuant to the Governor’s March 16, 2020, Supplementary Proclamation in response 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes (“HRS”) Chapter 92 regarding 

public agency meetings and records are currently suspended through May 15, 2020, to 

the extent necessary to enable boards to conduct business without holding meetings 

open to the public and to allow state agencies the ability to more effectively provide 

emergency relief and engage in emergency management functions. At this time, we do 

not have the capability to create an audience live listening feature.  A recording of the 

meeting will be posted to the DHHL website as soon as possible. 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to approve the agenda. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MARCH 16, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 

 

MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to approve the 

Commissionʻs March 16, 2020 Minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MARCH 24, 2020 EMERGENCY MEETING MINUTES 

 

MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Teruya, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to approve the 

Commissionʻs March 24, 2020 Emergency Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON AGENDIZED ITEMS (via weblink only) 

 

Testimony on agendized items was submitted in writing via the Department of Hawaiian Home 

Lands website at www.dhhl.hawaii.gov/hhc/hhc-contact. Testimonies received by yesterday’s 

4:30 p.m. deadline were forwarded to Commissioners.  Testimonies received after the deadline 

will be stamped “Late” and submitted to the Commissioners after the meeting is adjourned. 

 

Commissioners should have received public testimonies by email from Robin Danner, Kūhiō 

Lewis, Homelani Schaedel.  Also attached by email are the J-Agenda Submittals from Kekoa 

Enomoto, Skylee Canon, and Cora Schnackenberg.   

   

ITEMS FOR DECISION MAKING 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

HOMESTEAD SERVICES DIVISION 

 

ITEM D-2  Approval of Consent to Mortgage (see exhibit) 

ITEM D-3  Approval of Streamline Refinance of Loans (see exhibit) 

ITEM D-4  Approval of Homestead Application Transfers / Cancellations (see exhibit) 

ITEM D-5  Approval of Designation of Successors to Leasehold Interest and 

Designation of  Persons to Receive the Net Proceeds (see exhibit) 

ITEM D-6  Approval of Assignment of Leasehold Interest (see exhibit) 

ITEM D-7  Approval of Amendment of Leasehold Interest (see exhibit) 

ITEM D-8  Approval to Issue Non-Exclusive Licenses for Rooftop Photovoltaic 

Systems for Certain Lessees (see exhibit) 

ITEM D-9  Cancellation of Lease – WILLIAM G. AKI, Agriculture Lease No. 2375, 

Lot No. 8, Hoolehua, Molokai and Lot No. 11a, Kalamaula, Molokai 

ITEM D-10 Cancellation of Lease – ARTHUR M. LEE, Agriculture Lease No. 7910, 

Lot No. 14, Hoolehua, Molokai 
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RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

Acting Homestead Services Division Administrator Juan Garcia presented the following: 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda D-2 through D-10, as listed in the submittal.  

 

 MOTION/ACTION 

  

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

 

ITEM C-1  Acceptance of 2020-2021 Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant Annual 

Housing Plan 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

NAHASDA Manager Lehua Kinilau-Cano presented the following: 

Motion to accept the 2020-2021 Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant (NHHBG) Annual 

Housing Plan. 

 

DISCUSSION 

L. Kinilau-Cano stated that part of the compliance with 24 CFR Part 1006, Title VIII of the 

Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA), the 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) must file an approved annual housing plan 

(AHP) with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  As part of that 

process, the department releases the draft housing plan.  DHHL has submitted a request to 

HUD to submit its AHP by April 30, 2020, to allow for the commission’s acceptance at this 

meeting. The housing plan would go into effect on July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2021.   

 

DHHL tried to keep the housing plan similar to the last plan; a lot of it is continuing what the 

department already has on the books.  She felt it was prudent given the limited options 

beneficiaries have to provide feedback on the plan.  

Notable changes to the AHP: 

Moved by Commissioner Kaʻapu to approve the Consent Agenda stated in the submittal. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Neves 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    

Commissioner Helm      Muted 

Commissioner Kaʻapu X  X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo    X    

Commissioner Neves  X X    

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   8    

MOTION:  [ ] UNANIMOUS   [X] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with eight (8) Yes votes 
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• Continued reduction in CIP activities as most of the infrastructure is completed in areas 

where NHHBG had been expended over the past five years, and no new NHHBG 

money exist to start new CIP developments. 

• Expansion of rental assistance in response to COVID-19. 

• Remaining balances are encumbered in existing contracts and projected homeowner 

financing. 

 

There is approximately $16.6 million in the account; a lot of funds are in existing contracts and 

homeowner financing.  

 

MOTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to accept the 2020-

2021Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant (NHHBG) Annual Housing Plan.  

 

Commissioner Kaleikini asked what the process for allocating additional funds for CIP projects 

going forward is.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated there was a time when the State Legislature was 

giving the Department less funding, more of the NAHASDA money was going toward CIP 

projects.  Things have reversed, and the Legislature is funding more CIP projects, so 

NAHASDA funds are going more toward homeowner financing.  

 

 MOTION/ACTION 

  

ITEM C-2  Authorize (1) the establishment of the DHHL COVID-19 Emergency 

Rental Assistance Program utilizing Native Hawaiian Housing Block 

Grant (NHHBG) funds to provide rental assistance to eligible families; (2)

use of up to seven million dollars in NHHBG funds to start the COVID-19 

Emergency Rental Assistance Program; and (3) DHHL to increase 

funding for the program as demand and funding permits.  

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

NAHASDA Manager Lehua Kinilau-Cano presented the following: 

Moved by Commissioner Neves to approve the Consent Agenda stated in the submittal. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Awo 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo  X X    

Commissioner Helm   X    

Commissioner Kaʻapu   X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo    X    

Commissioner Neves X  X    

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   8    

MOTION:  [ X] UNANIMOUS   [] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with nine (9) Yes votes 
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(1) Authorize the establishment of the DHHL COVID-19 Emergency Rental Assistance 

Program utilizing Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant (NHHBG) funds made 

available in accordance with the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-

Determination Act (NAHASDA) and other federal laws including Public Law 115-141, 

the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018, which provided that NHHBG funds may be 

used to provide rental assistance to eligible Native Hawaiian families both on and off the 

Hawaiian Home Lands. 

 

(2) Authorize the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to utilize up to ($7,000,000.00) 

seven million dollars of NHHBG funds to start the program and allow the department to 

increase funding for the program in response to demand and as NHHBG funding or other 

supplemental funding permits, by informing the Hawaiian Homes Commission. 

 

MOTION 

Moved by Commissioner Awo, seconded by Commissioner Neves, to approve the motion as 

stated in the submittal. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Helm stated there are three beneficiaries on Molokaʻi who have NAHASDA 

demolition rebuild homes that have been put on hold for now.  He asked if this program affects 

the completion of those projects.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated these funds would not affect those 

projects.  If those beneficiaries are already in the pipeline, these funds will not be taken from 

that project.  

 

Commissioner Neves asked if there is an opportunity for more funding because seven million 

won't go far.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated she and Deputy Gomes spoke with Senator Schatz staff, 

and although no commitments were made, if there is a high demand for this project, there may 

be an opportunity for supplemental funding through future Congressional COVID packages, or 

possibly increasing the future funding. They want to see what the response to the program is 

like. This program covers the gap group of waitlisters who don’t have any other assistance 

should they fall behind, and they need help with their housing. 

 

Commissioner Neves asked for clarification on the residency requirement.  There are waitlisters 

not living in Hawaiʻi.  L. Kinilau-Cano stated that the Hawaiʻi Delegation is looking at ways to 

help their constituents in the State of Hawaiʻi. If there is a high demand for waitlisters outside 

of Hawaiʻi, staff can look at what options are available.   

 

Commissioner Teruya asked who will administer the program or whether the department was 

looking for an outside vendor. Chair Aila stated it would likely be an outside vendor who 

specializes in getting the funds dispersed as quickly as possible. Under the Governor’s 

emergency proclamation, certain procurement procedures have been waived to get the funds 

dispersed quickly.  The submittal delegated authority to the Chair and staff to negotiate with the 

vendor.   

 

Commissioner Teruya asked if the staff has any vendors in mind.  Chair Aila stated there are a 

few organizations, but the staff is still conducting its due diligence.  Commissioner Teruya 

stated she would support the action and asked that the Chairman consider beneficiary based 

organizations that are able to execute the program.  
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Commissioner Awo supported the program and agreed with it being for Hawaiʻi waitlisters.  He 

stated that seven million dollars are not much.   

 

Commissioner Helm asked what the application process would look like. L. Kinilau-Cano 

stated the vendor would come up with the process, but the department will try to emphasize the 

message that the program requires lots of documentation because of the federal funding.  

Beneficiaries may find the documentation request challenging, but that is the requirement of 

where the funds are coming from.    

 

Commissioner Kaleikini asked how beneficiaries would be notified about the program.  L. 

Kinilau-Cano stated after the Commission’s approval, a press release will be issued, the website 

will provide information, and a mailer will be sent out.  If more outreach is needed, the 

department has the option of radio spots or newspaper ads.  

 

MOTION/ACTION 

  

LAND MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

 

ITEM F-1  Approval and authorization to consider rent relief requests submitted by 

various lessees, licensees, and permittees statewide as a result of the 

COVID-19 Pandemic and emergency orders implemented by the 

Governor and various Mayors in response to COVID-19. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio presented the following: 

Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission approve and consider rent relief requests 

submitted by various lessees, licensees, and permittees statewide as a result of the COVID-19 

Pandemic and emergency orders implemented by the Governor and various Mayors in response 

to COVID-19. 

 

 

Moved by Commissioner Awo to approve the motion, as stated in the submittal. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Neves 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo X  X    

Commissioner Helm   X    

Commissioner Kaʻapu   X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo    X    

Commissioner Neves  X X    

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    

MOTION:  [ X] UNANIMOUS   [ ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with nine (9) Yes votes 
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DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Kaapu is concerned about what documents are required in the application 

process.  The department will likely receive fewer funds from the Legislature, so trust funds 

may already have to be used.  He wouldn’t want to give someone who has the ability to pay, a 

six-month deferral. There should be a good basis for granting deferrals. The lessees should 

know what the expectations are at the front.  Chair Aila stated Ka Makana Alii had submitted a 

list of which vendors are paying rents.  

 

Commissioner Kaapu stated he has no problem with deferring rents for beneficiary licensees.  

Chair Aila stated that some of the licenses or general leases expire prior to the timeframe of the 

submittal, it has been difficult to do a one-size-fits-all program.  It may end up being a case-by-

case process.  

 

Commissioner Neves stated he agrees with Commissioner Kaapu that more financial 

documentation should be required.  

 

Commissioner Teruya stated she supported the motion and thanked the department for reaching 

out to commercial licensees.   

 

Commissioner Kaapu asked that the Commission be provided an update of those who requested 

assistance and how much was provided.   

 

MOTION/ACTION 

  

ITEM F-2  Approval and authorization to consider rent relief requests submitted by 

various lessees, licensees, and permittees statewide as a result of the 

COVID-19 Pandemic and emergency orders implemented by the 

Governor and various Mayors in response to COVID-19. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

Acting Land Management Division Administrator Kahana Albinio presented the following: 

Moved by Commissioner Awo to approve the motion, as stated in the submittal. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Namu’o 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo X  X    

Commissioner Helm   X    

Commissioner Kaʻapu   X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo   X X    

Commissioner Neves   X    

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   9    

MOTION:  [ X] UNANIMOUS   [ ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with nine (9) Yes votes 
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Motion that the Hawaiian Homes Commission approve the following actions while developing 

a process to making short-term agricultural and pastoral land dispositions available to 

beneficiaries: 

A) Renew all Molokaʻi Island Right of Entry Permit(s) as listed on Exhibit “A” and identified 

by approximate location on the Molokai Island Map Exhibit “A-1” that are in compliance 

and issued temporary approvals, as of May 1, 2020.  

B) The annual renewal period shall be on a month-to-month basis for up to twelve (12) 

months, but no longer than April 30, 2021, or at the next scheduled HHC meeting on 

Molokaʻi island whichever occurs sooner.  

C) Authorize the Chairman to negotiate and set forth other terms and conditions that may be 

deemed to be appropriate and necessary.   

 

MOTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Kaapu, to approve the motion as 

stated in the submittal.  

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Neves stated his concern for the lack of details about whether the permittees are 

in compliance.  On Kauaʻi there are problems with ROEs, and no one is really visiting the 

permitees to determine if they’re doing what they’re supposed to.  

 
MOTION/ACTION 

  

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION 

 
GENERAL AGENDA 

 

J-1 Skydee Canon – Kalani Lease 

J-2 Kekoa Enomoto – Paupena Community Development Corporation 

J-3 Cora Schnackenberg – Ahonui Homestead Association 

 

Moved by Commissioner Neves to approve the motion, as stated in the submittal. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Kaapu 

Commissioner 1 2 ‘AE 

(YES) 

A’OLE 

(NO) 

KANALUA 

ABSTAIN 

EXCUSED 

Commissioner Awo   X    

Commissioner Helm   X    

Commissioner Kaʻapu  X X    

Commissioner Kaleikini    X    

Commissioner Kaʻupu   X    

Commissioner Namuʻo    X    

Commissioner Neves X   X   

Commissioner Teruya   X    

Chairman Aila   X    

TOTAL VOTE COUNT   8 1   

MOTION:  [ ] UNANIMOUS   [X ] PASSED   [   ] DEFERRED   [    ] FAILED   

 

Motion passes with eight (8) Yes votes, one (1) No vote. 
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Chair Aila stated the J Agenda listees submitted written testimony, which was provided to 

Commissioners.  He asked if there were any questions regarding the testimonies. There were 

none.  

 

WORKSHOPS 
 

PLANNING OFFICE  
  

ITEM G-1   For Information Only – Hanapēpē, Kauaʻi Homestead Development Plan 

Draft Environmental Assessment 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

None. For Information Only. 

Acting Planning Manager Andrew Choy presented the following: 

The purpose of the informational briefing is to update the HHC on the status of the planning 

process for the Hanapepe Homestead Community; to present summary highlights of the Draft 

Environmental Assessment (DES), and to notify Commissioners of the Draft Environmental 

Assessment (DEA) prior to publication in the Office of Environmental Quality Control’s 

Environmental Notice Bulletin. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Neves wanted to make sure there are considerations about additional access to 

the development area, specifically looking for areas available to cross between the lots  A. 

Choy stated there is a preliminary recommendation in one of the slides of the Draft EA.   

 

ITEM G-2   For Information Only – Anahola, Kauaʻi Kuleana Settlement Plan, and 

Draft Environmental Assessment 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

None. For Information Only. 

Acting Planning Manager Andrew Choy presented the following: 

The purpose of the informational briefing is to update the HHC on the status of the planning 

process for the Anahola Kuleana Homestead Settlement; to present summary highlights of the 

Draft Environmental Assessment (DES), and to notify Commissioners of the Draft 

Environmental Assessment (DEA) prior to publication in the Office of Environmental Quality 

Control’s Environmental Notice Bulletin. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Awo commented that the department is mindful of the challenges that continue 

to unfold in Kahikinui. 

 

Commissioner Kaapu asked what the expected roll-out date might be.  A. Choy stated they 

expect the environmental assessment to be presented to the Commission in July.  The 

implementation will need to be discussed internally as there are a few programmatic issues, and 

there need to be some site improvements before the project can move forward. The department 

needs to coordinate with the Green Energy team with whom the Commission approved a right-

of-entry permit last September to clear out the albizia trees.  

 

Commissioner Kaleikini asked if the assessment work of the environmental assessment is 

considered essential during the COVID-19 process. All of the fieldwork was completed in 

2019.  
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Commissioner Neves stated the removal of the albizia trees has opened up the area and maybe 

cause for another topical review and possibly a redesign of the lots.  Is the report adjustable 

based on community input? He suggested a community storage area.  A. Choy stated the 

community activities are sited closer to the access points should the community decide to do as 

economic development activity like a farmers market in the future. 

 

ITEM G-3  For Information Only -- Puʻu ʻŌpae, Kauaʻi Kuleana Settlement Plan and 

Draft Environmental Assessment 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

None. For Information Only. 

Acting Planning Manager Andrew Choy presented the following: 

The purpose of the informational briefing is to update the HHC on the status of the planning 

process for the Puʻu ʻŌpae, Kauaʻi Kuleana Settlement Plan; to present summary highlights of 

the Draft Environmental Assessment (DES), and to notify Commissioners of the Draft 

Environmental Assessment (DEA) prior to publication in the Office of Environmental Quality 

Control’s Environmental Notice Bulletin. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Kaapu asked what the department is expecting the community to do with 10-

acre lots and how the project is being integrated with Kawai Warrenʻs project. A. Choy stated 

pastoral lots were requested by the beneficiaries who attended the community meeting.  It could 

be used for subsistence pastoral uses.  The main source of water is ditch water from the Puʻu 

Opae reservoir.  The partnership with KIUC minimizes the department's investment in the area.   

 

Commissioner Kaleikini asked how is KIUCʻs involved.  A. Choy stated KIUC would be 

making improvements to the ditch system as well as providing 600 mg of water per day for 

both Kawai Warrenʻs project and DHHLʻs future projects.  They are also responsible for the 

maintenance of the main road to and from Puu Opae.  There are monthly payments, as well. 

 

Commissioner Neves asked about the timeline.  A. Choy stated there are programmatic issues 

as well and some site improvements before implementation.    

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

HOMESTEAD SERVICES DIVISION 

 

ITEM D-1  HSD Status Reports 

A - Homestead Lease and Application Totals and Monthly Activity 

Reports 

B – Delinquency Report 

       C – DHHL Guarantees for USDA-RD Mortgage Loans 
 

Commissioner Neves asked for information on which lessees elected to defer loan payments.   

 

MOTION/ACTION 

Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Helm to convene in an executive session 

pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), HRS, to consult with its attorney on questions and issue pertaining to the 

Commission’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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Commissioner Teruya asked to be excused from the meeting to attend to a prior commitment.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION IN   11:15 AM 

  
The Commission anticipates convening in executive meeting pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(4), HRS, to 

consult with its attorney on questions and issues pertaining to the Commission’s powers, duties, 

privileges, immunities, and liabilities on these matters.  

 

1. Update on Honokaia Non-Potable Water System Settlement 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION OUT  11:35 AM 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Chair Aila thanked Commissioners for participating.    

 

 MOTION/ACTION 

 Moved by Commissioner Neves, seconded by Commissioner Awo, to adjourn the meeting. 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT    11:39 A.M. 

 

    Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

  ________________________________ 
  William J. Aila Jr., Chairman  

      Hawaiian Homes Commission 
 

Prepared by: 

 

________________________________ 

Leah Burrows-Nuuanu, Commission Secretary 

Hawaiian Homes Commission 



C-ITEMS



 

ITEM C-1 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

May 19, 2020 

 

TO:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 

THROUGH:   Paula Aila, Finance and Development Specialist  

 

FROM:  Michelle Hitzeman, HALE Manager 

SUBJECT:   Approval of Lease Award  

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION 

Approve the award of Department of Hawaiian Home Lands Residence Lot Leases to the 

applicants listed below for ninety-nine (99) years 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Hawaii Community College 2020 Project Home 

NAME                             APPL DATE      LOT NO       TAX MAP KEY                   LEASE NO 

Donna M. Moffett      11/03/1978          131 A-1           3-2-1-021:111       12918 

            

 



D-ITEMS





















































































F-ITEMS





May 2020 

2                                                             Item No. F-1 
                                     

 

2. Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed disposition as 
provided by Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200, HAR this project will probably have 
minimal or no significant negative effect on the environment.  

 
 
LOCATION: 
 
Portion of Hawaiian Home Lands situated in Kawaihae, Island of Hawai’i, identified as Tax Map Key: 
(3)6-1-001:003,:016(por.)  (See Exhibit “B”) 
 
AREA: 
 
Approximately 12 miles of ungulate proof fence to protect over 8,000 acres including the Honokoa 
ecological restoration unit and the Kailapa homestead community, and encompassing a the majority of the 
Honokoa watershed. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Kohala Watershed Partnership (KWP) was formed by Memorandum of Understanding in 2003 with 
the nine land-owning parties in the Kohala Mountain Watershed area encompassing a total area of more 
than 65,000 acres.  DHHL was one of the nine land owners and DHHL currently participates as one of three 
members on the partnerships executive committee.  DHHL’s Kawaihae tract is within the Kohala Mountain 
Watershed area and consists about 10,000 acres.  The mission of KWP is to address threats to Kohala 
Mountain watershed health while preserving its biological, cultural, and economic resources.   
 
The KWP received a grant from the Dorrance Family Foundation to erect an ungulate-proof fence-line 
around the Kailapa Homestead area and DHHL lands in the Honokoa watershed to address the dramatic 
increase in the feral goat population on DHHL land in Kawaihae.  Protection and rehabilitation of terrestrial 
resources within the Kailapa Community from ungulate damage will promote revegetation by native plants, 
and decrease the amount of sediment discharged into the ocean, alleviating stress on fragile coral reef 
ecosystems.  The purpose of the fence contains the restoration unit to prevent the entry of ungulates.  KWP 
is working to complete fence-line work surrounding the Kailapa Homestead and along the boundaries of 
the subject TMK (3) 6-1-001:003,:016 as depicted in attached map attached hereto as Exhibit “B.”  This 
fence project would prevent feral goats from coming on to homestead properties and from further degrading 
the Honokoa watershed. 
 
The KWP presented an informational workshop at the February 2017 HHC meeting regarding this project.  
(Exhibit “C”).  The combined Phase I and II of the project would consist of fence line approximately twelve 
(12) miles in length around the encompassing an area of over 8,000 acres.   
 
According to its informational workshop info as presented the Phase II work includes the following 
objectives: 1) Constructing approximately 9 miles of ungulate proof fence to create a 7,800-acre Honokoa 
ecological restoration unit encompassing the Honokoa Watershed.  The ecological restoration unit will 
protect terrestrial resources within the Honokoa Watershed from ungulate damage, will allow revegetation 
by native plants, and the resulting decrease in sediment discharge into the ocean will alleviate stress on 
fragile coral reef ecosystems.  A fence will contain the restoration unity to prevent the entry of ungulates; 
2) Removing ungulates from the unit; 3) Adopting lessons learned from Pelekane Bay and USGS research; 
4) Installing sediment check dams in critical erosion areas to reduce coral reef sediment loading; 5) Working 
with lessees to develop Better Management Practices regarding cattle grazing, i.e., more paddock rotation, 
additional or movement of trough location…etc. (if applicable); 6) Monitoring effectiveness; 7) Fence 
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checks and repairs to be completed by KWP; and 8) Planting of native plant species in areas cleared of 
ungulates  
 
The Kailapa Community Association (KCA) has expressed support of this project to DHHL. (Exhibit “D”) 
 
WORK COMPLETED UNDER ROE 683 
 
March 2018 to present: 
 
Over 12 miles of woven wire mesh fence has been completed thus far under ROE 683.  Estimated value of 
infrastructure to the trust to date including materials and labor is over $550,000 at no cost to DHHL.  The 
total approximate value of 12 miles of fence as proposed under this project, is over $950,000.  Other 
proposed improvements including over 2000 native plants, 20 sediment check dams, consultations and 
development of BMPs for DHHL and the Kailapa community represent over $1,000,000 in value at no cost 
to DHHL through partnering with KWP to protect and enhance the Honokoa watershed.  
 
The fence infrastructure installed by KWP is compatible with and beneficial to all possible future land uses 
for the subject property including residential development, pastoral use, general agriculture and native 
reforestation.   
 
PLANNING AREA: 
 
Kawaihae 
 
 
LAND USE DESIGNATION: 
 
Recommended for Residential, General Agriculture, Hawai’i Island Plan (2002), Figure 3 – North Hawaii, 
Hawaii Land Inventory 
 
CURRENT STATUS: 
 
DHHL, Kailapa Homestead Residential Subdivision 
 
CHARACTRER OF USE: 
 
Residential Purposes 
 
CHAPTER 343 – ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:  
 
Triggers:  
  
Use of State Lands 
 
Exemption Class No. & Description: 
  
In accordance with the "Comprehensive Exemption List for the State of Hawaii, Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands, as Reviewed and Concurred Upon by the Environmental Council on June 30, 2015, the 
subject request is exempt from the preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to Exemption List 
Class No. 2, “Replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure 
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will be located generally on the same site and will have substantially the same purpose, capacity, density, 
height and dimensions as the structure replaced.” 
 
The direct, cumulative, and potential impacts of the action described have been considered pursuant to 
Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes and Chapter 11-200, Hawaii Administrative Rules.  Since the action 
as proposed is determined to have minimal or no significant impact on the environment it would therefore 
be exempt from the preparation of an environmental assessment.  The Planning Office has reviewed the 
proposed action and determines it as being eligible for exemption from the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment under the Exemption Class as referenced above. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH DHHL PLANS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 
 
DHHL General Plan (2002) 
The recommended disposition is consistent with the following General Plan goals and objectives: 
 
Land Use Planning 
 
Goals:   
 
Utilize Hawaiian Home Lands for uses most appropriate to meet the needs and desires of the beneficiary 
population. 
 
 Develop livable, sustainable communities that provide space for or access to the amenities that serve 

the daily needs of its residents. 
 
Objectives: 

 
 Provide space for and designate a mixture of appropriate land uses, economic opportunities and 

community services in a native Hawaiian-friendly environment. 
 
Land and Resource Management  
 
Goals:  
 
• Be responsible, long-term stewards of the Trust’s lands and the natural, historic and community 

resources located on these lands.  
 
Objectives:  
 
• Manage interim land dispositions in a manner that is environmentally sound and does not jeopardize 

their future uses. 
  
 
Program Plans 
 
Water Policy Plan (2014) 
 
While the ROE does not specify activities that would implement DHHL’s Water Policy Plan, it is 
anticipated that renovations facilitated by the granting of the license will include water conservation 
measures to make the facility more efficient in the use of water if necessary. 
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Ho‘omaluo Energy Policy (2009) 
 
While the ROE does not specify activities that would implement DHHL’s Energy Policy, it is anticipated 
that renovations facilitated by the granting of the license will include energy conservation measures to 
make the facility more efficient in the use of energy if necessary. 
 
`Ehu`ehu i ka Pono – Kailapa Community Resiliency Plan (2019) 
 
The recently completed Kailapa Community Resiliency Plan expresses KCA’s vision through 6 
fundamental cultural values to promote a thriving and resilient community and environment.  KCA’s value 
of malama aina is in alignment with KWP’s actions under ROE 683, and KWP would be a valuable resource 
and partner to support and help implement KCA’s vision of resiliency for the watershed and reef ecosystems 
of Honokoa and Kawaihae. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Land Management Division respectfully requests approval of the motion as stated 
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and prevents trespassing on unencumbered lands) that DHHL would bear if the lands were to sit vacant.  
Permitees are required to assume responsibility for the land, post insurance, indemnify the department, 
and manage and maintain the land. 
 
Until improvements to the Revocable Permit Program can be implemented, this process will be used for 
Annual Renewals of these month-to-month ROE Permit dispositions.      

 
The table below reflects the revenue generated from ROE permit(s) on North & West Hawaii Island, 
which is approximately 3.0% ($77,025) of the ROE total revenues ($2,575,985) that DHHL receives 
statewide.  Hawaii Island holds 8 of the 145 ROE permits Statewide which are used for various purposes 
outside of industrial/commercial use.         
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
According to research done by Colliers International, (See Exhibit “B”) “the Oahu Industrial vacancy rate 
will likely remain near 2.0%... during the past year, the Oahu direct weighted average asking base rent 
stabilized at $1.21 per square foot per month (“psf/mo”).  In light of this research, and the current 
COVID-19 global pandemic, LMD respectfully recommends maintaining its current rental rates without 
any increase. 
 
Rental fees for agricultural and pastoral use permits vary and are typically established at less than fair 
market rates (discounted) but not less than $240/annum due to various site issues such as, insufficient/no 
infrastructure, no legal access, substandard lot size or irregular shape, etc. 
 
 AUTHORITY / LEGAL REFERENCE: 
 
§171-55, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended, a “permit on a month-to-month basis may continue for a 
period not to exceed one year from the date of issuance; provided that the commission may allow the 
permit to continue on a month-to-month basis for additional one year periods.”   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Land Management Division respectfully requests approval of the motion as stated. 

FY 2021 
  

Total 
Agriculture $0 - 
Caretaker/Landscape $0 - 
Commercial $33,015 3 
Community $0 - 
Industrial 

 
$0 - 

Office 
 

$0 - 
Pastoral 

 
$44,010 5 

Preservation $0 - 
Recreation $3 - 
Research 

 
$0 - 

Stabling 
 

$0 -   
$77,025 8 

FY 2020 
  

Total 
Agriculture $0 - 
Caretaker/Landscape $0 - 
Commercial $33,015 3 
Community $0 - 
Industrial 

 
$0 - 

Office 
 

$0 - 
Pastoral 

 
$44,010 5 

Preservation $0 - 
Recreation $0 - 
Research 

 
$0 - 

Stabling 
 

$0 -   
$77,025  8 
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Oahu | Hawaii 
Research & Forecast Report

INDUSTRIAL MARKET
Fourth Quarter 2019

 > The Oahu industrial market is essentially fully occupied. Of the 
remaining available spaces, many are functionally obsolete and 
have been on the market for years. These longstanding vacant 
spaces comprise the 1.5% baseline vacancy that is likely to 
remain empty, no matter the conditions of the economy.

 > For the 2019 fiscal year, State of Hawaii Harbors Division reported 
a decline of 1 million cargo short tons processed through the 
Honolulu Harbor. This 9.04% drop in cargo tonnage represents a 
slowdown in activity among the island’s distributors and in turn 
affected the wholesale/distribution sector employment. Since last 
October, this sector posted a loss of 1,100 jobs.

 > The October 2019 year-to-date construction permit volume 
dipped by 12.3% from last year. This is a reduction of $230 
million in permit spending. Both residential and commercial 
construction projects reported sizeable declines in permit 
spending of -39.75% and -49.79% respectively, possible 
indicating fewer planned construction projects for 2020.

 > As one of only a few locations left on Oahu with available 
parcels for sale and with industrial zoned land priced under 
$45 per square foot, West Oahu industrial parks recorded an 
estimated 128 acres of land sold for 2019, more than double the 
2018 total acreage sold. 

 > Between 2011 and 2017, the direct weighted average asking NNN 
rent for Oahu industrial properties increased at an alarming rate 
of 6.8%. Subsequently, rental rates fell and stabilized at $1.21 per 
square foot per month for the past two years.

 > Colliers is anticipating healthy leasing activity for new 
speculative and owner-user development activity. Year-end 
2020 net absorption is projected to hit a decade record high as 
vacancy rates increase to 2.5%.

Market Summary
Mike Hamasu Director of Research | Hawaii

Summary Statistics 
4Q YTD 2019 Net 
Absorption (5,368) SF 

Vacancy Rate 2.04%
Dir Wtd Avg Asking Rent $1.21 PSF/Mo. 
Avg Operating Exp $0.41 PSF/Mo. 

Market Indicators
Relative to prior 
quarter

4Q2019 vs. 
3Q2019

ABSORPTION 

VACANCY RATE

RENTAL RATES

CONSTRUCTION

Oahu Industrial Net Absorption vs. Vacancy Rate 
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Net Absorption (SF) Vacancy Rates
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(5,368)

©2019 Colliers International Research and Consulting. All rights reserved.

Honolulu Harbor Cargo Tonage (Fiscal Year-end July)
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West Oahu Industrial Land Sales
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TERMS AND DEFINITIONS
 > INVENTORY - Industrial buildings greater than 2,500 square feet located on the island of Oahu, inclusive of owner 
user, and single tenant buildings.

 > TOTAL SQUARE FEET - All rentable industrial space exclusive of common areas, yard space and fire escapes. 

 > VACANT SPACE - Industrial space that is not occupied by a tenant. This includes sublease space that is unoccupied.

 > VACANCY RATE - The ratio of vacant industrial space divided by the total industrial inventory square footage.

 > NET ABSORPTION - The net change in occupied space over a period of time. Year-to-date net absorption is the 
difference in occupied space between the end of the previous year and the current quarter.

 > DIRECT WEIGHTED AVERAGE ASKING RENT (NNN) - The ratio of aggregate landlord asking rents divided by the 
total available space within a specific geography.

 > AVERAGE OPERATING NET EXPENSE - The average rate of tenant expenses such as building utilities, management 
fees, building maintenance, real property taxes and insurance within a specific geography.

 > NNN RENTS - Rents exclusive of building operating expenses.

FOURTH QUARTER 2019 Oahu Industrial Market Statistics

INDUSTRIAL MARKET - BY SUBMARKET AREA
NO. OF 

BUILDINGS
BUILDING AREA 

(SF) TENURE* AVAILABLE SPACE 
(SF)

4Q2019 NET 
ABSORPTION (SF)

YTD NET 
ABSORPTION (SF) VACANCY RATE

DIRECT WTD. AVG. 
NET ASKING RENT 
(NNN) (PSF/MO)**

AVG. NET OP. 
EXP. (PSF/MO)

HONOLULU
Iwilei 98 2,367,935 Fee Simple 45,756 25,406 12,449 1.93% $1.36 $0.61
Kalihi 709 9,712,283 Fee Simple 342,150 12,148 (80,185) 3.52% $1.08 $0.42
Sand Island 74 663,005 Leasehold 4,000 (3,063) (4,000) 0.60% $1.45 $0.33
Mapunapuna 107 4,214,301 Leasehold 0 4,160 28,429 0.00% $1.25 $0.20
Airport 125 4,641,933 Fee Simple 40,662 (466) (11,142) 0.88% $1.35 $0.39
Total Honolulu 1,113 21,599,457 432,568 38,185 (54,449) 2.00% $1.14 $0.44

CENTRAL OAHU
Bougainville 20 806,460 Leasehold 21,794 0 (21,794) 2.70% $1.40 $0.25
Halawa 84 2,719,361 Leasehold 35,982 6,171 (20,810) 1.32% $1.32 $0.43
Pearl City/Aiea 45 1,660,582 Fee Simple 20,250 19,263 22,962 1.22% $1.48 $0.39
Pearl City Industrial Park*** 32 762,292 Fee Simple 0 7,180 16,770 0.00% $1.31 $0.35
Gentry Business Park 67 1,778,759 Fee Simple 17,550 (11,265) (17,550) 0.99% $1.34 $0.52
Milltown 37 443,120 Fee Simple 16,249 (16,249) (9,679) 3.67% $1.35 $0.35
Waipahu 128 2,722,540 Fee Simple 90,750 (65,029) (69,469) 3.33% $1.12 $0.38
Total Central Oahu 381 10,893,114 202,575 (59,929) (99,570) 1.86% $1.26 $0.38

WEST OAHU
Campbell Industrial Park 121 4,960,296 Fee Simple 59,476 3,935 63,472 1.20% $1.23 $0.27
Kapolei Business Park 53 1,574,865 Fee Simple 84,959 44,756 78,600 5.39% $1.40 $0.48
Malakole Industrial Park 3 197,000 Fee Simple 0 0 0 0.00% $1.23 $0.27
Kenai Industrial Park 12 90,680 Fee Simple 0 0 0 0.00% $1.10 $0.40
Kalaeloa Industrial 5 47,137 Fee Simple 0 0 0 0.00% $1.23 $0.27
Total Kapolei 194 6,869,978 144,435 48,691 142,072 2.10% $1.33 $0.35

WINDWARD OAHU
Kapaa Industrial **** 62 593,128 Fee Simple 35,108 0 4,794 5.92% $1.40 $0.30
Kaneohe 42 611,076 Fee Simple 12,436 10,004 1,785 2.04% $1.00 $0.53
Total Windward 104 1,204,204 47,544 10,004 6,579 3.95% $1.29 $0.36
OAHU TOTALS 1,792 40,566,753 827,122 36,951 (5,368) 2.04% $1.21 $0.41

*Leasehold tenure associated with industrial parks with 75% or more of land under ground lease        
** Weighted average rents are calculated on I-1 and I-2 zoned properties. IMX zoned properties, which can be used for retail have been excluded from this rent calculation. 
*** Pearl City Industrial Park is a submarket associated with Pearl City/Aiea trade area        
**** Only gross rents are quoted.        
© 2019 Colliers International Research & Consulting. All rights reserved.        
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Pa`upena Community Development Inc. 
P.O. Box 403, Kula, Maui, Hawai`i 96790 

Telephone/Text: (808) 276-2713 
Email: paupena.kekoa@gmail.com 

  
 

 
Pa`upena Community Development’s vision is to fulfill Prince Kuhio’s century-old dream for  

native Hawaiians to reconnect with Waiohuli ahupua`a in thriving agricultural and pastoral communities,  
and to share this paradigm throughout the pae`aina. 

 

May 12, 2020  
 
Aloha mai e na Hawaiian Homes Commissioners,  
 
Mahalo nui for continuing to meet via teleconference to serve the estimated 37,700 beneficiaries of the 1920 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act (HHCA).  
 
Despite COVID, Pa`upena Community Development Corporation (CDC) also prevails with its mission to 
provide resources and training to empower fellow Hawaiian Homes trust beneficiaries to build homes and self-
sustaining communities. COVID-era activities by Pa`upena include, as follows:  

 
• 4/21/20 — Submitting to the Hawaiian Homes Commission the 350-page due diligence requested, to 

support Pa`upena CDC’s land-use application for a 30-year long-term license to 127 Waiohuli/Keokea 
homeland acres along Kula Highway, for ag and community pasturing, as provided under HHCA Section 211.    
 

• 4/22/20 — Drafting and serving as the sponsoring nonprofit for a Waihe`e Elementary School request 
for $225,000 in County of Maui CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) funds for computer tablets to 
facilitate online learning; clothing; supplies, and bus transportation from tutoring sessions. Waihe`e School 
serves five Central Maui homesteads and is a Title 1 educational institution with more than half of its students 
classified as low income. Waihe`e 2nd-grade teacher Dawn Kahalehau also forwarded the grant request to 
Lili`uokalani Trust for consideration.  
 

• 4/30/20 — Co-sponsoring a four-part Centennial Puwalu, or conference, series to mark the 100th 
anniversary of HHCA. The initial puwalu featured SCHHA (Sovereign Council of Hawaiian Homestead 
Associations) Chairwoman Robin Puanani Danner educating beneficiaries on the HHCA federal trust and 
instructing beneficiary organizations on how to register with the U.S. Department of the Interior. The series 
continues from 9 to 11 a.m. 6/13/20 via Zoom; call (808) 419-8646 or email kai@creditedgesolutions.com for 
information and a Zoom invitation.  
 
Meanwhile, Pa`upena awaits DHHL Land Management Division disposition on its (1) 4/1/20 land-use request 
for a month-to-month Revocable Permit to manage and maintain 4,750 acres of Waiohuli/Keokea makai 
homelands, and (2) November 2019 land-use request for a two-year due-diligence Right Of Entry to 228 
Makena homeland acres.  
 
During this HHCA centennial, Pa`upena does ho`omahalo ia `oukou for considering its efforts to holomua in 
the CDC’s mission to maximize the potential of our trust lands, for the benefit of the trust’s estimated 37,700 
beneficiaries.  
 

Me ka `onipa`a,  
-Kekoa Enomoto  

Chairwoman of the board  



 

Wakiu Community Development Corporation 
P.O. Box 1269, Kula, Maui, Hawai`i 96790 

Telephone/Text: (808) 870-2820 

Email: kaukaulani@gmail.com 

  
 

 

The mission of Wakiu CDC is to educate, engage and motivate East Maui beneficiaries from Kanaio to 
Kailua about their entitlements and kuleana under the 1920 Hawaiian Homes Commission Act,  

and to promote first right of refusal to East Maui homelands by waitlist beneficiaries  
who have East Maui genealogical ties and/or who live and work in East Maui.  

 

 

May 12, 2020  

 

Aloha mai kakou,  

 

Mahalo for this opportunity to submit J Agenda advocacy to the Hawaiian Homes Commission. I am Jade 

Alohalani Smith of Kaupo, Maui. I serve as interim president and chairwoman of the six-member board of 

directors of Wakiu Community Development Corporation (CDC). This fledgling group, incorporated as a 

Hawai`i nonprofit Feb. 24, 2020, is a beneficiary organization under the auspices of the 1920 Hawaiian Homes 

Commission Act.  

 

In this centennial year of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, I cite the testimony of 10-term Congessional 

delegate, Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana`ole. Kuhio championed the Act for “this race of people, my people, 

renowned for their physique, their courage, their sense of justice, their straightforwardness, and their 

hospitality,” he said.   

 

“The legislation proposed seeks to place the Hawaiian back on the soil,” Kuhio said of the anticipated federal 

trust, “so that the valuable and sturdy traits of that race, peculiarly adapted to the islands, shall be preserved to 

posterity.”  

 

In Kuhio’s spirit of placing the Hawaiian back on the soil, Wakiu CDC aims to meet with Hana community 

members to discuss and review maps of 985 acres of undeveloped and unawarded East Maui trust lands, as 

follows:  

• 743 acres at Wakiu, Hana. 

• 150.6 acres at Ke`anae.  

• 91.4 acres at Wailua.  

 

The 2004 DHHL Maui Island Plan features a 21-page Wakiu section from Page 236 through 257. The 16-year-

old document offers six Wakiu Final Plan recommendations, including for 80 half-acre residential lots on 46 

acres; 22 three-acre subsistence-ag parcels on 75 acres, and 522 acres of general-ag land with the potential to be 

redesignated for other uses, such as homesteads.   

 

Board members of Wakiu CDC seek to reconnect beneficiaries with Wakiu homelands; to realize the potential 

of nearly 1,000 acres of East Maui homelands, and possibly to manifest some or all of the 2004 Maui Island 

Plan recommendations for Wakiu, according to the consensus of East Maui beneficiaries.  

 

 



 

Wakiu Community Development Corporation 
P.O. Box 1269, Kula, Maui, Hawai`i 96790 

Telephone/Text: (808) 870-2820 

Email: kaukaulani@gmail.com 

  
 

 

The mission of Wakiu CDC is to educate, engage and motivate East Maui beneficiaries from Kanaio to 
Kailua about their entitlements and kuleana under the 1920 Hawaiian Homes Commission Act,  

and to promote first right of refusal to East Maui homelands by waitlist beneficiaries  
who have East Maui genealogical ties and/or who live and work in East Maui.  

 

 

 

The board includes all East Maui beneficiary `ohana members, as follows:   

 

• Vice president/director Samuel Kalalau III, the kupuna on our board. He is a 33.5-year waitlister, No. 

929 on the Maui-ag waitlist. He formerly chaired the County of Maui Cultural Resources Commission.  

 

• Secretary/director Desiree Manaois Graham was born in Hana, earned an Associate of Arts degree in 

2017 from the University of Hawai`i-Maui College (UHMC) and is pursuing a bachelor's degree in business 

management. She lives with fiancé Kaia Pali, son of the late Kahikinui pioneer leaders, `Aimoku and Lehua 

Pali, on the 10-acre Kahikinui homestead that `Aimoku and Lehua bequeathed to Kaia. Desiree chairs the 

Bylaws Committee for Ka `Ohana O Kahikinui Inc. 

 

• Treasurer/director Fawn Kukunaokala Helekahi-Burns is a 16.5-year waitlister, No. 2,935 on the 

Maui-ag waitlist. She serves as po`o of the UHMC Hana site, and is a veteran of the Hawai`i-island homestead 

movement with Skippy `Ioane and Patrick Kahawai`ola`a.  

 

• Director Mary Ann Kahana is a 33-year waitlister, No. 929 on the Hawai`i-island ag waitlist. The 

U.S. Air Force retiree is a 30-year nurse.  

 

• Director Kane Kanaka`ole currently is on staff with Travaasa Maui, the former Hotel Hana-Maui. He 

formerly worked in food service with Hana Health medical clinic.  

 

• Myself, Alohalani Smith, am a 24-year waitlister, No. 2,183 on the Maui-ag waitlist. I serve as `Aha 

Moku representative for the Moku O Kaupo and am a Maui principal with the multi-state mercantile entity, 

Credit Edge Solutions LLC.  

 

In conclusion, I am grateful for the fledgling Wakiu CDC board, and for the kuleana to work with the 

Hana community and with the Hawaiian Homes Commission to place the Hawaiian back on the Wakiu soil. So 

shall the valuable and sturdy traits of our East Maui kanaka be preserved to posterity.  

 

Mahalo,  

 

Jade Alohalani Smith  

Interim president and chairwoman of the board  
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