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Kalaupapa 

peninsula is separated from the rest of the island by a 1,600-foot cliff. Approximately 1,247 

acres of land in Kalaupapa is under license to the National Park Service until 2041. 
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Appendix A 
Vision Statement from the County’s Molokaʻi Island Community 

Plan 
  



MolokaM Island Community Plan

2.1 MOLOKA'I'S VISION STATEMENT

Vision statement

Moloka'i is the last Hawaiian Island. We who live here choose not to be

strangers in our own land. The values of aloha *aina and medama 'aina (love

and care for the land) guide our stewardship of Moloka*i*s natural resources,

which nourish our families both physically and spiritually. We live by our

kupuna's (elders) historic legacy of pule oh (powerful prayer).

We honor our island's Hawaiian cultural heritage, no matter what our

ethnicity, and that culture is practiced in our everyday lives. Our true wealth

is measured by the extent of our generosity. We envision strong hhana

(families) who steadfastly preserve, protect, and perpetuate these core

Hawaiian values. We are a wise and caring community that takes pride in its

resourcefulness, self-sufficiency and resiliency, and is firmly in chcirge of

Moloka'i's resources and destiny.

We envision a Moloka-i that leaves for its children a visible legacy: sm island

momona (abundant) with natural and cultured resources, people who kokua

(help) and look after one another, and a community that strives to build an

even better future on the pah (firm) foundation left to us by those whose iwi

(bones) guard our land.

Chapter 2 Moloka^i's Future
16
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For Reference Only 
 

ALOHA! 
 
          In our work on the new 2019 Moloka‘i Regional Plan, we sorted the earlier Project List to show 
what projects were completed or are in progress now.  This document is a good reference because it 
gives you a comprehensive list of projects and work that affect Moloka‘i homestead communities.  The 
projects are listed as follows: 
 

I. Projects that are completed and accomplishments since the 2010 Regional Plan; 
II. DHHL Projects that are funded and are in progress now; and 
III. Community Projects that are funded and are in progress now. 

 
 

 
I. COMPLETED Projects since the 2010 Moloka‘i Regional Plan 

 
• In 2018, the Hawai‘i State Supreme Court upheld the State Commission on Water Resources Management 

(CWRM) decision to dismiss the Kukui Moloka‘i contested case hearing.  This means that Moloka‘i Ranch 

must file a new water use permit application, in-line with current law and standards.  The court decision also 

allows for the opportunity for CWRM to consider the results of USGS water model when making water 

allocation decisions. 

• Water pressure testing in upper Kalama‘ula was completed. This information was utilized to design 
redundancy for upper Kalama‘ula by looping the piping network. This effort will be part of a major 
improvements project to portions of DHHL’s  Public Water System No. 230.  

• Beneficiary consultation on large-scale renewable ene0rgy development was conducted. The result 
was that the Hawaiian Homes Commission amended the DHHL Moloka‘i Island Plan to designate lands 
at Anahaki-Mo‘omomi as “Special District.”  DHHL has contracted a planning firm to work with the 
community/beneficiaries to develop a Special Area Management Plan for Anahaki-Mo‘omomi. 

• Beneficiary consultation for the land use designation for Mālama Park was completed. Mālama Park is 
now designated as “Special District.” The next step is the development of a Special Area Management 
Plan for Mālama Park. 

• DHHL continued the partnership with the University of Hawai‘i College of Tropical Agriculture Human 
Resources (CTAHR) to provide for a full-time agriculture extension agent on Moloka‘i to provide 
technical assistance and training for DHHL agriculture lessees. 

• DHHL established a community-based Agricultural Advisory Committee, made up of beneficiaries, to 
advise the CTAHR extension agent on curriculum and other activities, and to receive reports from the 
agent. 

• The septic tank modification at Kiowea Park was completed. 

• DHHL was awarded $20 million in federal funds for major improvements to the DHHL-owned 
Ho‘olehua Public Water System No. 230. 

• A new 20-year license was executed between DHHL and DLNR for Pālā‘au Park. 
• DHHL sponsored community leadership programs and a Water Law Training workshop. 
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Various grants were administered to Moloka‘i beneficiary organizations. Projects ranged from community 
facility new construction and renovations; organizational capacity building; strategic planning; board 
training; kupuna financial management training; and agriculture peer-to-peer mentoring. 
 

II. FUNDED and IN PROGRESS -- DHHL and Homestead Community Projects  
 
Resources Management 
 

DHHL Project Title Issue/Opportunity DHHL Contact 
Kapa‘akea and Kamiloloa-One 
Ali‘i Shoreline Erosion 
Management Plan 

A shoreline erosion management plan for 
shoreline areas in the ahupua‘a of 
Kapa‘akea, Kamiloaloa and Makakupa‘ia is 
being prepared. This project was initiated 
in response to chronic and episodic erosion 
and ocean foundation in these homestead 
areas, and will assess potential causes. 

Planning Office – 
Nancy McPherson 

‘Ohi‘apilo Wetland and Bird 
Sanctuary Mitigation 

The Management Plan for ‘Ohi‘apilo 
wetlands was completed in 2018.  DHHL 
still needs to review the short- and long-
term strategies and determine how best to 
proceed. 

Land Management – 
Shelly Carreira 

Anahaki-Mo‘omomi Special 
District Area Management 
Plan 

Anahaki-Mo‘omomi was designated as a 
Special District in 2010.  DHHL wil begin 
the planning process to develop a Special 
Area Management Plan to protect and 
manage resources at Anahaki-Mo‘omomi. 

Planning Office 
contact to be 
determined  

Kalaupapa National Historic 
Park Master Plan and 
Environmental Assessment 

DHHL submitted comments on the revised 
draft General Management Plan and 
Environmental Assessment prepared by the 
National Park Service.  Comment deadline 
was extended to March 7, 2019. 

Planning Office – 
Nancy McPherson 

 
 
Community 
 

DHHL Project Title Issue/Opportunity DHHL Contact 
Kapuāiwa Coconut Grove 
Cleanup 

DHHL is conducting ongoing maintenance 
at Kapuāiwa grove.  The DHHL Moloka‘i 
District Office has been collecting sprouting 
coconuts for regrowth projects and to clean 
the site. 

Land Management – 
Shelly Carreira 

Mālama Park Special District 
Area Management Plan 

Mālama Park was designated as a Special 
District in 2018. DHHL, in consultation with 
its beneficiaries, will be developing a 
Special Area Management Plan for Mālama 
Park. 

Planning Office 
contact to be 
determined 
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Homestead Community 

Project Title 
Issue/Opportunity Project Lead 

Lanikeha Center 
improvements 

Comprehensive improvements are almost 
complete at the Lanikeha Center.  
Improvements include roof repair, new 
flooring, and new kitchen equipment, 

Moloka‘i Homestead 
Farmers Alliance 

Improvements to Kiowea Park A new facility is under construction at 
Kiowea Park, including banquet hall and 
kitchen. 

Kalama‘ula 
Homesteaders 
Association 

 
 
Infrastructure / Water 
 

DHHL Project Title Issue/Opportunity DHHL Contact 
Alternative energy initiatives Develop a photovoltaic system for the 

Kūlana ‘Ōiwi office complex in Kaunakakai. 
Land Management 
Division – Allen Yanos 

Support the creation of a new 
division to address energy 
issues within DHHL 

Energy issues brought to the attention of 
the department often go unanswered due to 
the lack of a point of contact for energy. 

Land Management 
Division – Allen Yanos 

Assess and repair leaks in 
potable water delivery and 
storage system 

Repairs to the aging water infrastructure 
are needed to ensure system integrity is 
maintained. DHHL obtained $20 million in 
federal funds for major improvements to 
the DHHL-owned Ho‘olehua Public Water 
System No. 230. Improvements will include 
construction of a photovoltaic system to 
reduce electricity costs to operate the water 
system. 

Land Development 
Division – Jeffrey 
Fujimoto 

Kanakaloloa Cemetary DHHL is working on infrastructure repairs 
and improvements to Kanakaloloa 
Cemetery. Planned repairs and 
improvements include construction of a 
new paved roadway, a perimeter wall, and 
an open hale for ceremonial use. 

Land Development 
Division – Stewart 
Matsunaga 

Moloka‘i Irrigation System 
(MIS) Assessment 

The MIS is an aging system that supplies 
water to many agricultural lessees in 
Ho‘olehua. DHHL will conduct a cost of 
service study to analyze the financial health 
of the MIS, as part of a broader assessment 
of whether it would be prudent to take 
ownership of the system. 

Planning Office – 
Halealoha Ayau 
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Homestead Community 
Project Title 

Issue/Opportunity Project Lead 

Alternative energy initiatives A photovoltaic system for the Lanikeha 
Center is planned.  Construction is 
expected to be completed in 2019. 

Moloka‘i Homestead 
Farmers Alliance 

 
 
Agriculture 
 

DHHL Project Title Issue/Opportunity DHHL Contact 
Ho‘olehua scattered 
agriculture lots 

Plan and design to convert 5 agriculture 
lots into at least 20 smaller agriculture lots. 

Land Development 
Division – Mitchell 
Kawamura 

Nā‘iwa agriculture subdivision Plan, design, survey and subdivide lots. 
Identify and design necessary 
infrastructure. 

Land Development 
Division – Mitchell 
Kawamura 

 
Homestead Community 

Project Title 
Issue/Opportunity Project Lead 

Support production of crops 
with local markets 

Production of crops that can be utilized on-
island can reduce over-head costs and 
improve profitability of farming.  
Development of an open market would 
provide a local venue for homesteaders to 
sell food products within the homestead 
community. A local market is currently 
being implemented at Lanikeha Center 

Moloka‘i Homestead 
Farmers Alliance 

Multi-pronged agriculture 
training program 

Ahupua‘a o Moloka‘i is assisting 
homesteaders to: get certifications in 
farming, food production, food safety and 
marketing so they can mentor other 
farmers; start a seed saving training 
program; provide training in raising potted 
plants; and advise farmers ready to move 
from subsistence gardens to production 
farming. 

Ahupua‘a o Moloka‘i 

Natural Farming Systems Makakuoha Cooperative is conducting 
natural farming systems training and 
demonstration projects on agricultural 
homestead lots in Ho‘olehua and 
Kalama‘ula. 

Makakuoha 
Cooperative 

Training to develop ag lots 
into commercial farm 
businesses 

Sons of Ho‘olehua Cooperative is currently 
conducting this training. 

Sons of Ho‘olehua 
Cooperative 
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Government / Other 
 

DHHL Project Title Issue/Opportunity DHHL Contact 
Support the modification of 
lease/permit options available 
to native Hawaiians 

Land dispositions currently available do not 
provide the flexibility some beneficiaries 
desire. Month-to-month revocable permits 
(RP) limit the capability of permit holders 
to acquire loans/grants. 

Land Management – 
Kahana Albinio 

Moloka‘i Veterans and 
Homestead Center 

DHHL is planning, designing, and 
constructing a new facility near the 
Lanikeha Center in Ho‘olehua. The facility 
will be a dual-use center to serve 
beneficiaries and to provide services to 
veterans. 

Land Development 
Division – Jeffrey 
Fujimoto 
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Below is the list of potential projects identified by the community. Brief descriptions of the potential 
project are provided on the following pages. The list of potential projects and brief descriptions 
were included in the mail-out to beneficiaries to attend Community Meeting #5 on June 26, 2019 
where the top five priority projects will be selected.  The same information was provided to all 
meeting attendees. Projects that were identified as potential projects in the 2010 Moloka‘i Regional 
Plan are marked with an asterisk (*). 

 
 

  

RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
1 Supplies and Materials for Cross-Fencing and Deer Fencing  
2 Deer Management Plan  
3 Kalama‘ula Shoreline Erosion Management Plan  
4 Climate Change Preparedness and Resiliency  

COMMUNITY 
5 Community Hālau*  
6 Recreational Facilities at Lanikeha Center*  
7 Kalama‘ula Mauka Passive Park  
8 Ho‘olehua Hale Improvements  

INFRASTRUCTURE/WATER 
9 Non-potable Water Sources for Agriculture and Other Uses  

10 Road Improvements*  
11 Water Rate Assessment and Legal Analysis of Beneficiary Rights Regarding Potable 

Water Rate Disparities 
 

12 Action Plan to Convert Cesspools to Septic Tanks or Connect to Sewer System     
AGRICULTURE 

13 ‘Ualapu‘e Cultural Resources Management Plan and Kuleana Settlement Plan  
14 Community Garden Plots*  
15 Soil Testing for Contaminants  
16 Shared Farm Equipment for Agricultural Lessees  

HOUSING 
17 Tiny Homes  
18 Emergency Shelter for Lessees Impacted by Flooding  
19 Resources to Renovate Kūpuna Homes in the Flood Zone    

GOVERNMENT/OTHER 
20 Self-Governance Task Force  
21 Green Trades Training Program*  
22 Land for Homesteaders to Pursue Light Industrial Activities*  
23 Coordinated and Comprehensive Hawaiian Trust Services  
24 Moloka‘i as its Own County  
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RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
1. Supplies and Materials for Cross-Fencing and Deer Fencing. Design and construct fencing for 

the area under license by the Moloka‘i Homestead Livestock Association. 

2. Deer Management Plan. Develop a Deer Management Plan to control the deer population on 
Hawaiian Home Lands.  The Plan should identify data on the deer population and assess the 
feasibility of different management alternatives and funding strategies.   

3. Kalama‘ula Shoreline Erosion Management Plan. Develop an erosion management plan for 
shoreline areas along the coast in Kalama‘ula. This project would be the second phase of the 
current South Moloka‘i Shoreline Erosion Management Plan being developed for Kapa‘akea, 
Kamiloloa and One Ali‘i, and would increase community preparedness and resiliency to 
climate change and sea level rise. 

4. Climate Change Preparedness and Resiliency. Assemble a committee or hold ‘talk-story’ 
sessions to focus attention on what Moloka‘i should do to prepare for and address climate 
change. 

COMMUNITY 
5. Community Hālau. This project could provide a possible alternative to the high cost for 

lodging on Moloka‘i particularly for community and school groups.  

6. Recreational Facilities at Lanikeha Center. There is a need for recreational facilities at 
Lanikeha to service the existing community and the 80+ families that will reside in the new 
residential lots. The community originally proposed recreational facilities for the area that 
will now be used to construct the new Moloka‘i Veterans and Homestead Center.    

7. Kalama‘ula Mauka Passive Park. The purpose of the park is to promote healthy lifestyles and 
to provide space for people to exercise. The long-term vision for the park includes a wide 
range of amenities designed to encourage people to be active, engage in community 
gatherings and learn ways to incorporate healthy choices and fitness into everyday life.  It is 
envisioned that the park would include stationary weights, a walking path, and landscaped 
areas with native plants that would be useful for medicinal purposes and Hawaiian arts and 
crafts.   

8. Ho‘olehua Hale Improvements. Renovate the structure currently being used by the Ahupua‘a 
o Moloka‘i as a homestead community organization office and meeting room. Consultations 
with the State Historic Preservation Division may be needed to determine if the structure is 
considered an historic building. 

INFRASTRUCTURE/WATER 
9. Non-potable Water Sources for Agriculture and Other Uses. Explore potential use of non-

potable water sources such as:  water from the regular flushing of fire hydrants and recycled 
wastewater. 

10. Road Improvements. Repair roads.    

11. Water Rate Assessment and Legal Analysis of Beneficiary Rights Regarding Potable Water 
Rate Disparities. Homestead lots that are connected to the County water system pay higher 
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water rates than the homestead lots connected to DHHL’s water system.  The Water Rate 
Assessment would document differences in potable water rates for lessees and include a 
legal analysis of beneficiary rights regarding water rate disparities. 

12. Action Plan to Convert Cesspools to Septic Tanks or Connect to Sewer System. The State 
Department of Health Administrative Rules require all cesspools in Hawai‘i to be converted 
to septic tanks or connected to a sewer system by the year 2050.  DHHL and beneficiaries 
would work together to develop an action plan and raise funds for this undertaking. 

AGRICULTURE 
13. ‘Ualapu‘e Cultural Resources Management Plan and Kuleana Settlement Plan. Work with the 

Mana‘e community and the Ma‘ana nonprofit organization to develop a cultural resources 
management plan. Develop a Kuleana Settlement Plan for the ‘Ualapu‘e lands.   Expedite 
award of 175 homestead leases through the Kuleana Homestead Program and promote 
settlement on the 376-acre parcel at ‘Ualapu‘e.   

14. Community Garden Plots. Develop community garden plots near residential homesteads in 
order to encourage lessees to grow food for their families. 

15. Soil Testing for Contaminants. Assist homesteaders to obtain assistance from UH CTAHR or 
Department of Agriculture for soil testing on former pineapple production lands. 

16. Shared Farm Equipment for Agricultural Lessees. Explore options for the shared use of farm 
equipment among agricultural lessees. 

HOUSING 
17. Tiny Homes. Develop a pilot demonstration project that features “tiny homes” as an 

alternate housing option. 

18. Emergency Shelter for Lessees Impacted by Flooding. Construct an emergency shelter to 
assist lessees that may be impacted by flooding during rain events and/or coastal 
inundation. This project would increase community preparedness, mitigation, and resiliency 
to climate change and sea level rise. 

19. Resources to Renovate Kūpuna Homes in the Flood Zone. Identify and secure resources to 
renovate kūpuna homes that are located in the flood zone. 

GOVERNMENT/OTHER 
20. Self-Governance Task Force. Establish a community-based self-governance task force that 

promotes the intent of the original Hawaiian Homes Commission Act.  

21. Green Trades Training Program. Green Trades support sustainability, renewable energy, and 
environmental industries.  The development of an on-island training program in green-
trades would address one facet of sustainability. 

22. Land for Homesteaders to Pursue Light Industrial Activities. Unencumbered lands suitable 
for industrial uses in Ho‘olehua should be identified and the Island Plan amended to 
accommodate proposed industrial uses by homesteaders.  An alternative would be to pursue 
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a land transfer with DLNR for lands near the airport where industrial uses would be more 
appropriate. 

23. Coordinated and Comprehensive Hawaiian Trust Services. Bring all the Hawaiian trust 
agencies back to Moloka‘i to work together to improve services to Native Hawaiians. 
Encourage Ali‘i trusts to become partners. 

24. Moloka‘i as its Own County. Conduct a feasibility study to explore the pros and cons, and 
legal means for Moloka‘i to be its own county. 

Meeting attendees were given five sticker dots to represent their selection for top priority projects. 
Participants were given fifteen minutes to vote by placing the sticker dots on the projects they 
would like to see as priority projects (e.g., all dots on one project, one dot on five different projects, 
etc.). Below is a summary of the votes for all the projects. The top five priority projects are 
highlighted in yellow. 
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RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
1 Supplies and Materials for Cross-Fencing and Deer Fencing 18 
2 Deer Management Plan 21 
3 Kalama‘ula Shoreline Erosion Management Plan 

Note: The project was announced at the 6/26/19 meeting that it will be removed from 
voting because HHC recently approved the budget for this Plan at the June 2019 HHC 
meeting. 

-- 

4 Climate Change Preparedness and Resiliency 12 
COMMUNITY 

5 Community Hālau* 0 
6 Recreational Facilities at Lanikeha Center* 6 
7 Kalama‘ula Mauka Passive Park 14 
8 Ho‘olehua Hale Improvements 33 

INFRASTRUCTURE/WATER 
9 Non-potable Water Sources for Agriculture and Other Uses 11 

10 Road Improvements* 25 
11 Water Rate Assessment and Legal Analysis of Beneficiary Rights Regarding Potable 

Water Rate Disparities 
30 

12 Action Plan to Convert Cesspools to Septic Tanks or Connect to Sewer System    5 
AGRICULTURE 
13 ‘Ualapu‘e Cultural Resources Management Plan and Kuleana Settlement Plan 66 
14 Community Garden Plots* 1 
15 Soil Testing for Contaminants 6 
16 Shared Farm Equipment for Agricultural Lessees 26 
HOUSING 

17 Tiny Homes 7 
18 Emergency Shelter for Lessees Impacted by Flooding 8 
19 Resources to Renovate Kūpuna Homes in the Flood Zone   17 
GOVERNMENT/OTHER 
20 Self-Governance Task Force 0 
21 Green Trades Training Program* 0 
22 Land for Homesteaders to Pursue Light Industrial Activities* 10 
23 Coordinated and Comprehensive Hawaiian Trust Services 1 
24 Moloka‘i as its Own County 6 
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Description of Ahonui Homestead Association 
 
The Ahonui Homestead Association was established in February 2019 to address the 
frustration with the history and false promises made by DHHL in the development of 
ʻUalapuʻe.  The Ahonui Homestead Association members include supporters of successors 
and lessees and DHHL agriculture applicants that have been placed on a long wait list for a 
homestead as of 1950. This Association will use the Kuleana Homestead Program for 
‘Ualapu’e as a homesteading alternative for immediate access to unimproved land (i.e., 
minimal infrastructure to include roads, etc.).  
 
Our Vision is to have the beneficiaries return to their lands and to prevent homelessness 
and hardship due to the high cost of rent; to build and strengthen Native Hawaiian 
beneficiaries/skills in the areas of budgeting, fishing, farming, repairs, maintenance, 
trading, bartering, gathering rights, accountability and responsibility as stewards of the 
land from mauka (mountain) to makai (ocean); and to increase beneficiaries self-
determination through self-governance by participating in discussions on issues, concerns 
and resolutions as indicated by Prince Jonah Kuhio, Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 
1920 (Section 213 as amended) and Hawaii Organic Act.  
 
The Association seek to further serve, protect and preserve the interest of Native Hawaiian 
beneficiaries of the Hawaiian Home Lands Trust and address the community’s needs in 
health, education, housing, social services, kupuna care, keiki care, business, employment, 
and culture.  
 

 
Ahonui Homestead Association Meetings 
 
Ahonui initiated and hosted community meetings at the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) 
Conference room and Kilohana Recreational Center. Notice of Meetings were advertised in 
newspaper, radio station, community bulletin boards. The Association solicitated 
applicants’ interest in the ‘Ualapu‘e Project. The Association also introduced the project at 
the DHHL beneficiaries meeting at Kulana Oiwi. The following meetings were held:  
 

• February 13, 2019 & February 23, 2019 Community Meeting by Ahonui at OHA 
Office: Discussion on the ʻUalapuʻe Project and to generate interest 

• March 4, 2019 Community Meeting by Ahonui at OHA Office: Discussion on the 

ʻUalapuʻe Project and to generate interest 

• March 29, 2019 Ahonui/Community Meeting at OHA: Discussions on DHHL’s 27 

potential projects for the regional plan, ʻUalapuʻe project 

• April 9, 2019 Ahonui/ Community Meeting at OHA; Discussion on ʻUalapuʻe 

Project 

• February 13 through July 30, 2019 Ahonui Homestead Association (AHA) 

Solicitated Community Interest regarding DHHL agriculture waitlisted 

applicants for ʻUalapuʻe Project 
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• May 14, 2019 Manaʻe Community Meeting by Ahonui held at Kilohana 

Recreation Center, Maui County: Discussion on Project and Concerns 

• May 25, 2019 Ahonui/Community Homestead Association meeting; Review 

ʻUalapuʻe Concerns & Project 

• June 10, 2019 Mana’e Community Follow-up Meeting by Ahonui at Kilohana 

Recreation Center, Maui County: Review project, Concerns, and Interest  

• July 13, 2019 Ahonui/Community Meeting; Initiated Working Committees   

• February to September 30, 2019, by 6pm Ahonui Homestead Association, 

Solicitation Deadline Advertised. 

• August 5, 2019 Ahonui/Community Meeting; Self-Determination/Governance; 

Introduction on 2 Day Workshop on August 19-20, 2019. 

 
 
Summary of Discussion from Ahonui Homestead Association Meetings  
 
Community Concerns 
Upon the introduction of the ʻUalapuʻe Kuleana Homestead Project by Ahonui Homestead 
Association, the community and the beneficiaries (DHHL waitlisted) were frustrated by the 
past and false promises made by DHHL in the development of ʻUalapuʻe.  
 
Some of the concerns shared at meetings held by the Association included: 

• When significant sites are identified; to be fenced and maintained 

• Only specific animals 

• Run-off 

• Keep the Mauka to Makai healthy for future generation 

• Work with the Manaʻe community to develop cultural and resource management 

plan 

• Allowances should be made for subsistence hunting in the upland regions 

• Malama the cemetery 

• Explore alternative (spigot) water source for ʻUalapuʻe 

• Control number of vehicles 

The 2005 Molokaʻi Island Plan also documented concerns for ʻUalapuʻe. Concerns listed in 
the 2005 Island Plan included:  

• The east end of Molokaʻi is becoming highly visible as a potential area for high-end 

development. If development were to occur in ʻUalapuʻe, assurances need to be 

made that the land is not sold to non-Hawaiians. 

• This area has many cultural sites of great importance. 

• The mauka areas of the DHHL parcel in ʻUalapuʻe and its flora, fauna, and 

historical/cultural resources need to preserve for future generations. 

• Allowances should be made for subsistence hunting in the upland regions. 

• The area needs an additional park or recreational space.  
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• No commercial use is desired. 

• Lands should be reserved for a cemetery. 

• First choice for awards should go to the East Molokaʻi people on the DHHL waiting 

list 

Project Objectives 
The objectives for this project include:  

1. To secure long-term Kuleana Homestead Leases. Restore and rehabilitate native 
Hawaiian beneficiaries to their land and expedite awarding of 175 or as confirmed 
by engineers for homestead on unimproved land through the Kuleana Homestead 
Program. 

2. Project; generate interest and (DHHL) applicant recruitment 

3. Secure minimum infra-structure for roads and water spigot. Obtaining the (land 
imagery) blue print/mapping of lots etc. 

4. Cultural Resource Management Plan. Work with the 'Ualapu'e/Mana'e community in 
developing a cultural resource management plan for 'Ualapu'e in order to protect 
and preserve resources for future generations. 

5. Exploring Sustainable Ohana Halau startup kits for lessees (applicants) and 
community park/halau. 

 
Implementation Action Steps 
Phase 1: Planning: Time frame estimated to be 1-3 years 
The following outlines the Implementation Action Steps based on the objectives stated 
above for Ahonui Homestead Association:  

1. Secure and obtain long-term agriculture TMK#556006017 and TMK#56002026 
parcels. 

a. Conducted research with DHHL staff, Cindy confirmed the zoning and 
availability of the above tract (above TMK parcels) 

b. Ahonui Homestead Association submitted Project proposal to DHHL 
identifying available parcels. 

c. 'Ualapu'e Project was elected as number 1 priority 

d. DHHL provide consultation via drafts 

2. Project: generate interest and (DHHL) applicant recruitment 

a. Announced via radio station, in local newspaper, online media, on bulletin 
boards and posting throughout the communities. 

b. Held scheduled Community meetings; generated Project interest, shared 
concerns, and applicant recruitment. 

c. On-going: Project introduction, Q&A's, on-going meetings, and applicant 
recruitment. 
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d. Notice and recruitment, deadlines, and on-going community meetings 

e. Increase knowledge and awareness on self-governance and self-
determination through two-day workshop with the Department of Interior, 
Hawaiian Relations 

f. Ahonui Homestead Association to utilized DHHL Applicant waiting list dated 
June 30, 2016 and December 30, 2017 (Agriculture) to solicit and recruit 
applicants interested in the 'Ualapu'e project and a projection of 175 
applicants through a voluntary participation selective process. 

3. Secure minimum infra-structure for roads and water spit-kits 

a. Department's responsibilities: 

i. Seek various approvals from the Hawaiian Homes Commission for 
long-term lease for the  'Ualapu'e  Project, agriculture 
TMK#556006017 and TMK#56002026 parcels. 

ii. Provide EIS (environmental impact study; roads and water spigots for 
beneficiaries from nearest water source) 

iii. Prepare budget request and obtain HHC approval for planning funds 

iv. Contract for planning services  

v. Facilitate planning processes  

vi. Maintain communication with community 

vii. Obtain the (land imagery) blue print/mapping of lots 

4. Cultural Resource Management Plan. 

i. Work with the  'Ualapu'e /Mana'e·community 

ii. Develop a cultural resource management plan for  'Ualapu'e in order 
to protect and preserve resources for future generations. 

iii. Identify plants that are grown at the different elevation 

iv. Conduct research on native plants and vegetation 

v. Crops for sustainability 

vi. Establish a nursery to collect plants 

vii. Planting; upon obtaining rights of entry 

viii. Identify cultural sites: 

1. EIS by DHHL (roads) 

2. DHHL will preserve and protect the cultural site by fencing 

3. Malama the identified sites and cemetery by Community 

ix. Identify Community Educator and Partnership 
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1. UH Extension 

2. Invasive Species 

3. The Nature Conservancy 

4. Molokai Land Trust 

5. Maunaloa Garden 

6. Ma'ana 

7. Hui Na'auao 

8. Department of Interior, Hawaiian Relation (DOI) 

9. Hawaiian Studies and Language Kumu 

x. Increase beneficiaries’ knowledge on invasive plants, wind breakers, 
what plants could be used to hold erosion, farming techniques, 
landscaping, fishpond restoration and preservation, self-
determination and self-governance, and Hawaiian language.  

5. Explore Sustainable Ohana Halau startup kits and community parks/halau 

a. Committees research 

b. Collaboration with community 

 

Phase 2 
To discuss and establish DHHL role:  

• Seek various approvals from the Hawaiian Homes Commission 

• Prepare budget request and obtain HHC approval for planning funds 

• Contract for planning services  

• Facilitate planning processes  

• Maintain communication with community 

 
Ahonui/Community roles: 

• Participate and comment throughout Planning process and as reports and studies 
are available for comment 

• Participate in community meetings and beneficiary consultations 

• Provide testimony and attend HHC meetings 

• Provide testimony and support DHHL CIP funding proposals to State Legislature 

• Support community capacity to engage/participate in the Planning process 

 
Ahonui will schedule on-going meetings with committees during the development of the 
project and process. 
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a. Committees to collaborate and develop a list; networks of individuals 

b. Initiate and engage on a Kuleana Community Plan 

c. Identify /suggestions operational logistics 

d. Identify/suggestions emergencies pathways 

e. Identify an action plan 

f. Develop a draft for a Community Plan 

g. Plan approval & Implement plan 
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Water Rate Assessment and Legal Analysis of Beneficiary Rights Regarding Water Rate 

Disparities  

Background Information  

Congress enacted the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act in 1920 to “rehabilitate” native 

Hawaiians by placing them back on the land to farm and ranch.  In setting aside lands for these 

purposes, the federal government additionally intended that an adequate water supply be 

accessible to homesteaders under the program to ensure that their lands were sustainable and 

productive.  In Section 221(d) of the original Act, two areas in the state are identified as having 

first rights to water:   

…..”The commission is authorized, for the purpose of adequately irrigating any tract, to use, free 

of all charge, Government-owned water upon the island of Molokai and Government-owned 

surplus water tributary to the Waimea River upon the island of Kauai….”  

Sections 220 and 221 of the Act were amended by Congress in 1955 deleting the reference to 

government owned water, free of charge, and added a new paragraph which stated that any 

federal funds given as grant-in-aid for the construction and utilization project on Molokai 

designed to serve Hawaiian Home Lands would be considered advanced payment by Hawaiian 

Homes Commission of charges to be made to them for the construction of the system and shall 

be credited against such charges when made.  The State legislature in the same year amended the 

Revised Laws of Hawaii 1945 giving the Commission and lessees prior right to two thirds of the 

water developed for irrigation by the system constructed as the MIS upon actual need.  

Over the 40 plus years there has been a lot of controversy over the management of the system in 

relation to the state’s obligation to the homesteaders.  Some examples include the following:  

• In mid-1980’s, DLNR increases water rates when users were paying 159% of the cost of 

operation prior to the increase.   

 

• Manager of the Molokai Irrigation System, under DLNR management, admits to giving 

Kaluako’i resort and development free water after their pumps breakdown.  

 

• DOA’s lack of enforcement of Molokai Properties Limited and its predecessor Kukui 

Molokai, Inc. lease agreement which was repeatedly violated by their periodic failing to 

pump water into the MIS before extracting water from its Mahana pumping station 

without regard for its obligations;  

 

• DOA forgiving Kukui Molokai (Molokai Ranch water system) over $330,000 owed 

toward their water transmission fees to transport water through the MIS when they were 

in arrears;  
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• DOA forgiving Coffees of Hawaii $150,000 owed toward their water bill. 

 

• DOA mandating homestead farmers to cut back on water use by 40% when their ⅔’s 

allotment of water had not been exhausted which resulted in crop loss, violating the 

Hawaiian Homes Act. This is while domestic users in Kualapuu, Maunaloa, and Kaluakoi 

were not asked to conserve water (2004). 

 

• DOA increasing water rates for MIS users even though the system generates a significant 

profit annually, ranging over $150,000 through the years, using the excess to support 

other irrigation systems.  

 

• MIS overcharged farmers for cost of water. MIS generates over 60% of all revenues 

generated from water sales of 5 state irrigation systems, including Waimea, Hamakua, 

Waimanalo, and Kahuku. Funds are deposited in the Irrigation Special to be used for all 

systems. At the beginning of each year, MIS starts off with a zero balance.   

 

• DOA has not been able to control tilapia in the reservoir which has caused clogging of 

farmers irrigation system and has been ongoing for decades.  

 

• Homesteaders lobby State Legislature, calling for an audit of the Molokai Irrigation 

System managed by DOA (2007). The audit cited multiple counts of negligence in 

regards to DOA’s management, maintenance, and financial handling of the MIS. The 

reports also cited DOA for failing in its obligation to protect the rights of Hawaiian 

Homestead farmers. Financial concerns within the audit cited a lack of sustainability, 

unjust appropriations practices, and a lack of skilled accounting personnel. DOA couldn’t 

produce 3 years of financial records. The audit acknowledged that the MIS is the only 

system that generates more funds than it uses.  

 

• Although homesteaders have two-thirds rights to the water from the Waikolu Valley 

source, only one of six seats on the MIS Users Advisory is dedicated to homesteaders. 

 

• MIS rules state that you must have at least 2 acres of homestead land to gain access to the 

MIS. This practice prevents subsistence homesteaders with less than 2 acres access to 

water. 

Past Actions  

●  Establishment of Hikiola Cooperative in 1976 by homesteaders, and creation of Molokai 

Cooling Cooperative and Molokai Livestock Cooperative over the years to encourage and 

advocate for farming efforts on Molokai homestead lands. 
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• Homesteaders filed suit against the State challenging the agreement with Louisiana Land 

Company to transport domestic water through the MIS for resort development; lost suit 

but court decision included requirement of an EIS  

●  Homestead farmers consistently provided testimony against the increase in water rates of 

the MIS since DOA proposed them to basically help cover costs of other irrigation 

systems under its management  

●  Homestead farmers attended various water workshops to be educated on the system, the 

users, and management of MIS (Molokai Water Resources Study 9/16-17/1996, 

Informational Water Forum 1/8/2005, Molokai Irrigation System Road Map Meeting 

10/27/2007)   

●  Homestead farmers participated in the Molokai Water Working Group, advisory to the 

State’s Commission on Water Resource Management 1993-1996   

Project Description  

Our ancestors equated water -wai, to wealth - waiwai, knowing their dependency on the limited 

resources of a fragile island environment.  Our vision is affordable water for all agricultural 

lessees serviced by the MIS, and to honor the intent of the original HHC Act prior to being 

amended.  

Objectives  

1.  Document a historical and legal analysis of beneficiary rights to water from the MIS   

2.  Develop rationale, arguments, and strategies to work towards transfer of management of 

MIS from DOA to DHHL  

3.  In the interim, actively protects and advocates for rightful access to MIS by lessees 

needing agricultural water to farm.  

Action Steps  

1.  Establish a taskforce of DHHL staff, homesteaders, and interested parties to collaborate 

on this project.  

2.  Engage with potential sources of information for the research needed, e.g. private, state, 

federal entities.  

3.  Draft a position statement documenting in detail the history, the legal rights of Molokai 

homesteaders to water from the MIS system, and the obligations of the State to the 

beneficiaries of the HHC Act. 
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4.  Task force examines potential transfer of management of MIS to DHHL, enters into 

discussions with DOA, legislators, and State administration.  

5.  Task force comes up with a plan for the transfer of management to DHHL.  

6.  Task force seek support for plan from DOA, legislators, and State administration. 

7.  Task force keeps abreast of MIS management to assure protection and advocacy for 

homestead farmers entitlements to the water. 
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From: Zachary Helm <zackhelm@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 6:43 PM 
To: DHHL.Planning <dhhl.planning@hawaii.gov> 
Subject: Comments for Molokai Regional Plan Top five Proposals 

1. Ualapu'e Kuleana

Temporary ROE permit for 60 days rather 30 days.  Propose funding for road access into Ualapu'e Homestead?  Do a 
cost assessment on construction and installation to bring COM water to Ualapu'e Homesteaders.  Bring in Hawaiian 
Homestead Association representative from Kahikinui and Keokea Maui to speak and share their experiences and 
vision/mission.   

2. Water Rate Assessment regarding water disparities and beneficiary rights?

My thoughts would be to find funding to pay for their delinquent water bills for those beneficiaries (Kupuna) on fix 
income.Have OHA pay for Hoolehua Water System and Anahola Water system improvements cost.  Point out to OHA 
water is a beneficiary right and the funding from OHA is to improve and rehabilitate Native Hawaiians living conditions.  
It's an idea.  Then I would definitely request for the DHHL to re visit the new water rate increases for beneficiaries that 
are affected to reduce their water rates.   

3. Road Improvements

Improve unpaved roads regularly that is highly used by Hoolehua Homesteaders.  Have DHHL and COM work out 
some kind of an agreement for the maintenance of the these unpaved roads in Hoolehua.   Propose funding to 
standardize streets with proper side walks, drainages, lighting, etc., in lower and upper Kalamaula. 

4. Hoolehua Hale  - no comment

5. Shared Farm Equipment

  Appropriate necessary funding for a Backhoe tractor (front loader 4 in 1 and backhoe), Tractor with farming attachments 
(Bush cutter, Tiller, plow, Auger, and forklift), and a dump truck.  To assist farmers in Hoolehua and Kalamaula.  Also to 
assist farmers with equipment to install fencing/post to combat the  uncontrolled deer population.  Provide a schedule for 
the use of these equipment and rental cost.  Have a sight location in Hoolehua and Kalamaula to park equipment and 
alternate the use of these equipment on a month to month basis.   

Direct Homestead farmers to apply for funding (grants, low interest loans, etc.) and provide affordable cost for fencing and 
post supplies.   

comments by Zachary Helm 
Kalamaula Homestead Farmer 









November 14, 2019 
 
Planning Department 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
PO Box 1879 
Honolulu, HI  96805 
 
Email: dhhl.planning@hawaii.gov 
 
To Ms. Gigi Cairel and the DHHL Planning Office, Aloha. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Ka Hale Pomaika`i, I thank you for receiving public comments 
on the 2019 Moloka`i Regional Plan.  My name is Pualani Akaka, Chair of the Board of 
Ka Hale Pomaika`i, a recovery community organization, that provides services, support 
and education to restore people suffering from alcohol and drug abuse to a state of 
being pono (in balance).  We have provided treatment and recovery services to over 
200 Hawaiians, with over half being beneficiaries or from homes where parents are 
beneficiaries. 
 
Ka Hale Pomaika`i, located at the 13.5-miles East of Kaunakakai, began in 1996 through 
the vision and hard work of Varna Nakihei and Shari Lynn.  DHHL granted Ka Hale 
License No. 667 in August 14, 2006, to utilize the Hawaiian homelands parcel in 
Ualapu`e, Molokai.  It is identified as Tax Map Key No. (2) 5-6-002:001.   
 
The Department reviewed and evaluated Ka Hale Pomaika’i’s use and operation and 
found we have observed and performed all the terms and conditions expected.  The 
Department granted an extension to Ka Hale Pomaika`i until September 30, 2021.  
 
The purpose of my public comment is to acknowledge and comment on the Moloka`i 
Regional Plan 2019, Priority Project #1, namely, `Ualapu`e Kuleana Homestead Project 
and Cultural Resources Management Plan. 
 
In February 2019, Ahonui Homestead Association proposed the Kuleana Homestead 
project for two parcels TMK 5-6-002-026 about 13 + acres and TMK 5-6-006-017 about 
276+ acres.  The Kuleana Homestead approach places the responsibility for 
development largely in the hands of the beneficiary, rather than in the Department.  
One example is the Kahikinui Kuleana Homestead Program, which created 104 lots, 
between 2,000–4,000 feet on the slopes of Haleakala.   I believe the replication of this 
type of development is the goal of the Ahonui Homestead Association for the two 
parcels in `Ualapu`e. 



 
Ka Hale Pomaika`i shares a northern, mauka border with one of the named parcels, 
TMK5-6-006-0017.  We are concerned that because we are not a direct beneficiary, we 
could lose our license in 2021 in order that the `Ualapu`e Kuleana Homestead project 
goal to expedite awarding of homesteads supersedes the vital outreach and support Ka 
Hale Pomaika`i provides.  We seek to continue, and we hope to be considered for a 
DHHL lease renewal for at least another 15 years. We seek to be an important 
neighbor and resource to the community of `Ualapu`e and to Moloka`i as a whole, now 
and in the future. 
 
Ka Hale Pomaika`i uses state Certified Substance Abuse Counselors (CSAC), Certified 
Prevention Specialists (CPS), Certified Criminal Justice Addictions Professionals (CCJAP) 
and Peer- Recovery Partners with long-term recovery who have “been there” to 
provide addiction treatment, recovery advocacy, transportation and peer mentoring. 
Our Hale collaborates with many local community agencies by offering Substance Use 
related assessments, treatment, a sober living home and support programs for 
referred clientele. It offers a site for supervised workers to fulfill community service 
obligations. Classes for court ordered Impaired Drivers are available as well. Ka Hale 
Pomaika`i also offers a variety of customized Employee Assistance Programs (EAP) for 
Molokai’s businesses. The programs we offer are designed to reduce recidivism and 
relapse in recovering adults who may have chemical dependency issues. 
 
Ka Hale Pomaika`i, therefore, submits this public comment to speak to the important 
and necessary resource we are for the Moloka`i community.  We have been grateful to 
the Department for granting of license #667 for 13 years, which has provided us the 
opportunity to help native Hawaiians (both beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries) and 
the community of Molokai as a whole.   
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment, and if you have any concerns regarding 
this public comment, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Me ka ha`aha`a, 
 
 
Pualani S. Akaka 
PO Box 31 
Kualapu`u, Molokai 96757 
(808) 567-6510 
pualani.akaka@gmail.com 
 



 
  
 
 
 

 
 
                                           
                    
                                                 
 

 
“The Blessed House”…Where Recovery Lives on Moloka’i! 

7533 Kamehameha V Hwy, ‘Ualapu’e  

PO Box 1895      Kaunakakai,   Hawai’i  96748 

www.kahalepomaikai.org 
  November 18, 2019 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands - Planning Department, 
PO Box 1879 
Honolulu, HI  96805 
 

Attn:  Ms.  Gigi Cairel 
 

Aloha! 
 

Mahalo for coming to Moloka’i and hosting the lively meeting we recently had to discuss our 
2019 Moloka’i Regional Plan.  You did a wonderful job of making sure the many voices were 
given time to be heard and respected.  I serve as the Executive Director of Ka Hale Pomaika’i 
(KHP), a Hawaiian values based outpatient substance abuse treatment and recovery center 
which has a 3rd party lease with the Department in ‘Ualapu’e.  We are writing this testimony so 
that those who do not know about us, become familiarized with who we are, what we do, and 
why we hope to continue our work in ‘Ualapu’e.  

  
In 2003, we were given a temporary lease by the Department as a trial in the local 

community.  We held community meetings and were given very positive feedback and approval.  
Following this 3-year trial, the Department granted us a 10-year lease (License #667) from 2006 
to 2016.  In 2016, we were given a 5-year extension until 2021.  In total we will have been 
blessed to be where we are thriving for 18 years. When we first opened our doors, we were an 
all-volunteer agency.  Today, we employ 16 people and all but 3 are Hawaiian/Part Hawaiian 
additionally, we are the only substance abuse treatment center on Moloka’i. 

 

During this time, we have transformed the dilapidated structure and grounds into a beautiful 
safe and confidential Hale and organic garden area. This is where nearly 300 Hawaiians, many 
of whom are either Beneficiaries or have ‘ohana who are Beneficiaries, have passed through 
the doors for help with addiction issues.  On our first day in 2003 at the property, (formerly the 
residence of Mrs. Anna King who willed it to the Department), we found drugs hidden in the attic 
and immediately alerted local law enforcement who came and removed them for us.   

http://www.kahalepomaikai.org/


From there we rebuilt, repainted, tented, farmed, and repaired at no cost to the Department.  
From that first day and every day since we have prayed and worked for the healing of our 
community.  

 

During the course of each week, our haumana come to the Hale on at least 3 days.  While 
enrolled, they are surrounded with licensed counselors and support staff who are walking the 
path of recovery themselves.  They participate in Hawaiian Cultural addiction treatment groups 
and have individual counseling.  They are able to learn lessons in the farm area and take home 
food for their ohana each week.  They are offered family counseling and couples counseling.  
Mothers have had special groups where they can bring their children.  On 2 nights a week we 
hold open 12-step meetings for the entire recovery community on Moloka’i.  On the first 
Saturday of the month we open the Hale to the recovery community for an Ohana Potluck with a 
12-step meeting to follow.  Once a week our certified substance abuse counselors provide 
services for the Opio from the High and Middle schools who may be experimenting with drugs 
and alcohol.  

 

On other days, our counselors provide substance use disorder evaluations for those 
individuals who may seek treatment or are referred by the courts.  Support staff assists with pre-
employment, Child Welfare Services or other referral sourced drug testing, daily transportation 
to recovery programs, and manages an off property sober living environment for adults in early 
recovery.   

 

Each month, Ka Hale Pomaika’i serves 35-48 families comprising over 190 individuals with 
food bank and our own homegrown produce at no charge.  In fact, at KHP, no one is ever 
turned away because of lack of funds.  No person in 18 years has ever been charged for the 
treatment they have received at KHP!!!  

 

It is with deep gratitude and respect for the Department and the community at large, that I 
write this letter.  Personally I cannot express how much this life-work and place to do it has 
meant for me and my ohana.  As a person who comes from 5 generations of family that die from 
the disease of addiction, I know first-hand what it means to finally be given a chance at a new 
life and freedom.  It has been my honor to be able to bury my father and raise my children and 
mo’opuna in sobriety.  I know it has been the same for others who have come into our center as 
well.  Through Ka Hale Pomaika’i, this powerful journey is one that I have been proud to share 
with many others on Moloka’i.   

 

As part of the ’Ualapu’e Kuleana Homestead Project and Cultural Resources Management 
Plan, Priority Project #1 of the Moloka’i 2019 Regional Plan, we would like to acknowledge the 
inclusion of this vital community resource, Ka Hale Pomaika’i, as both a protective factor 
(providing the only Hawaiian culturally focused outpatient addiction treatment on Moloka’i) for 
our people and a culturally infused sustainable (farm to table) blessing for Moloka’i.  To this end, 
we hope that we will be able to renew our lease as the project moves forward and continue to 
be respected as good stewards of the ‘aina by remaining the helpful neighbors we have always 
been.  
 

Mahalo for your time and consideration in reviewing this testimony. 
 

Shari R. Lynn 
 

Shari Lynn, MEd, CSAC, CCS, CPS, CCJP, NCAC-II, SAP, CSAPA, ICADC 
Executive Director 

shari@kahalepomaikai.org 



Ka Hale Pomaika'i 

7533 Kamehameha V Hwy  

‘Ualapu'e, Molokai 96748 

 

 

To:  Ms. Gigi O. Cairel, Grants Specialist 
Planning Office 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
 

 

Re:  Public comment on DHHL  land use for Moloka'i's  #1 Priority  Plan 

November 20, 2019 

Aloha Ms. Cairel, 

 How are you? I hope you are doing well. My name is Sterling David Kanoa Beair. I serve as the 

Clinical supervisor and Cultural Director of Ka Hale Pomaika’I (KHP), Molokai’s only substance abuse 

treatment center. I am a decorated combat veteran, having served in the Iraq War as a combat medic. I 

am also a native Hawaiian with a lineage that dates back to ancient Hawaii. It has always been my life’s 

passion to serve those in need whether serving as a combat medic, a therapist, or a substance abuse 

counselor. Understanding the dire requisite of tending to the Hawaiian peoples’ struggle with substance 

abuse, I found myself being called to serve the general public of Molokai. The need as well as the bright 

opportunity to accomplish the complex task of inter-generational healing has never been more vital, and 

also more probable than here on this beautiful island. So I chose to move my family from Oahu, to join 

the efforts of KHP’s skilled and knowledgeable staff in effort to bring healing to all families affected by 

substance use.  

 I have worked at other treatment centers on Oahu, and have been amazed by KHP for the 

effort, time and resourcefulness that the clinicians here have poured into this facility since its inception 

in 1996.  Throughout the past 18 years, at our current location, this facility has blossomed into a mecca 

of healing for those, who like myself, have struggled within the thralls of their addiction and found hope, 

and a life undreamt of.  

           This community resource is the only of its kind for our people and the through countless volunteer 

efforts in its development, its location has become a source of light to all who grace its premises. 

Throughout each day dozens of grateful haumana (students) and neighbors honk their horns, smiling 

and throwing out “shakas” as a salute of aloha to the Hale as they pass by this facility. I noticed this from 

the first day I visited this place, and immediately recognized that this place was very special to so many.  

 Throughout our work week our skilled clinicians apply numerous modalities of drug treatment 

whilst always integrating cultural values and curriculum. These efforts have only bolstered the 

knowledge, pride, healing, culture and a booming sense of identity to the haumana, their families, and 

community as a whole.  

 



           The crux of treatment includes a deeper awareness of self, connection, understanding of addiction 

and balance, thereby generating a more productive society. It is my greatest hope that we will be able to 

renew our DHHL lease of the land we are on in ‘Ualapu’e as a valued part of the priority projectgoing 

forward and continue to build Molokai and its people. And as new energy comes in to reinforce the 

efforts of those who have built this Hale, we shall see an even greater beacon of hope rise in ‘Ualapu’e! 

Mahalo for your time and consideration in reviewing this testimony. O ka maluhia ia’ oe, malama pono. 

 

-Sterling David Kanoa Beair, BS, MA 

Clinical Specialist, Ka Hale Pomaika’i 

(808) 558.8480. / sterling@kahalepomaikai.org  

mailto:sterling@kahalepomaikai.org
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To: Homesteaders of Ho’olehua 
Re: Road Improvements Priority Project 
 For the Regional Plan 
 
Below are questions that we need your input on: 

Project Description 

1. List areas where road improvements are needed. Be as specific as possible. 

Highway resurfacing and widening are major improvements that are needed on all of Lihipali 
Ave., Puupeelua (between Intersection of Farrington Hwy/Intersection of Puukapele Hwy). 
Puukapele Hwy to Lihipali Ave. (Kanakaloloa Cemetery road). 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are priority areas based on the places listed above? 

Due to the increase in residents in the past 50 years since moving to our homestead in 1969, 
vehicular traffic has risen on both of these areas and highways. Safety is a major concern for 
many of our neighbors. There has been an increase in children that walk and ride their bikes to 
school, are waiting on the shoulder of the roads to be pickup in the morning for school and are 
dropped off in the afternoon when school is completed. They need a safe area off the highway 
for such activities. The roads are very narrow and there are areas where one vehicle has to pull 
to the side of the shoulder to allow the other vehicle driving in the opposite direction to past 
safely. Hoolehua is an Aquiculture community. Farm equipment, Heavy trucks traveling up and 
down these roads have done a lot of damage over the years. 

 Over the past years, our 30 plus year old domestic water infrastructure system on Lihipali Ave., 
has also been showing signs of needed repairs or replacement. Our water infrastructure to our 
homesteaders has to also be considered before any resurfacing, widening, etc,. can take place.  

Completing a new highway surface and then having old water lines leading to homes begin 
breaking down under the road after the installation of a new highway just doesn’t make sense. 
Our Ag water system and infrastructures was also installed in the early 70’s. A survey of both of 
our water systems and infrastructures needs to be addressed prior to any resurfacing or 
widening of the highways. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What type of road improvements do you envision?  

Resurfacing, widening, shoulder, restriping, new signs and guardrails as needed. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



4. How will this project benefit you or other homesteaders? 

_It will save lives, allow better and safer traffic 
flow.________________________________________________________________________
___ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Past Actions: 
 
1. Has there been any past efforts/attempts from the community or DHHL to improve the 

roads? If so, provide a timeline with year and what action was taken. If no timeline please 
write none. 

Not to my 
knowledge..__________________________________________________________________
__________ 

_Frank Keoho 

P.O. Box 522 

2370 Lihipali Ave. 

Hoolehua, Hi. 96729 

(808)3361920_________________________________________________________________
__________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Please Print Name, Address, and Phone Number. Mahalo Nui Loa  



To: Homesteaders of Kalamaula 

Re: Road Improvements Priority Project 

For the Regional Plan 

 
Below are questions that we need your input on: 

 
Project Description 

 
1. List areas where road improvements are needed. Be as specific as possible. 

 
On Likelike Avenue beginning south at highway 460, Maunaloa Highway heading east pass 

Kalanianaole Avenue pass Kahanu Street, and turning on to Likelike Street and ending south on 
highway 460, Maunaloa Highway. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What are priority areas based on the places listed above? 

 
First priority is the construction of Likelike avenue road, installation of curbs and drain extending 
the length of Likelike Avenue and all side roads of Kalanianaole Avenue, Kahanu Street and 
ending at Likelike Street. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________  

 
3. What type of road improvements do you envision? 

 
Road improvements as required by the County of Maui code for Infrastructures and drains in 
community or housing developments 

 
____________________________________________________________________________  

 
4. How will this project benefit you or other homesteaders? 

 
It will help to improve the current nonexistence street for the homesteaders to walk and drive 
their vehicles on. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
Past Actions: 

 
1. Has there been any past efforts/attempts from the community or DHHL to improve the 

roads? If so, provide a timeline with year and what action was taken. If no timeline please 

write none. 

 
The last improvement to portions of Likelike Avenue was in 2019 when the County of Maui 
placed a surrey on the road to help cover the pot holes that were there.  

 

 

Lawrence K. Lasua 
975 Likelike Avenue 

(808) 553-3468  (808) 646-1570 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Print Name, Address, and Phone Number. Mahalo Nui Loa 





To:  Homesteaders of Kalamaula 

Re:  Road Improvements Priority Project 

For the Regional Plan 

 

1. List areas where road improvements are needed.  Be as specific as possible.  

 

Located in upper Kalamaula, remove the guardrail on the west dead end road of Likelike 

Avenue and join it to Ena Street.  The entire Ena Street needs to be paved for easy access 

in and out of the Homesteaders located there.   

 

2. What are priority areas based on the places listed above? 

 

First priority is the construction of Ena Street installation of curbs and drain extending the 

length of Ena Street.  Also, the construction of a Ford Bridge reconnecting Lehua Avenue 

to Ena Street, another Ford Bridge on the west side between Lot 16 and Lot 17, and 

connecting Likelike Avenue from Upper Kalamaula to Ena Street.   

 

3. What type of road improvements do you envision? 

 

Road improvements as required by the County of Maui code for infrastructure and drains 

in community or housing developments.  

 

4. How will this project benefit you or other homesteaders? 

 

It will help improve the current nonexistence and long overdue street for the 

homesteaders to walk and drive their vehicles on. 

 

Past Actions: 

 

1. Has there been any past efforts/attempts from the community or DHHL to improve the 

roads?  If so, provide a timeline with year and what action was taken.  If no timeline 

please write none. 

 

There have never been road improvements or construction to pave on Ena Street.   

 

Brent Nakihei/Lot 16 

915 Ena Street 

(808) 213-4307 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Please Print Name, Address, and Phone Number.  Mahalo Nui Loa  



All dirt Roads between Moomomi Ave and Maunaloa Hwy., northwest of the airport!  

Moomomi Ave heading west pass Anahaki St. (referred to as Moomomi West)  

Keonelele Ave- The Airport loop road heading west passes the airport is an asphalt road which bypasses 

Keonelele Ave.  

Hauakea Ave begins at Moomomi (North to South) intersects with Keonelele and Pine Ave and ends at 

Maunaloa Hwy. Pine Ave heads west and intersects with Hauakea 

During heavy rainfall on the slope of the hills water collects, causing excessive erosion which settles at 

the lower points of the road on Keonelele Ave, causing large puddles, spanning the width of the road; 1- 

2 feet deep; 100+ feet in length of the roadway.  

Due to excessive use (speeding) on Hauakea Ave the wear and tear of intersections on both Keonelele 

and Pine Ave needs to be addressed, implementing speed control; speed limit signs, stop signs and or 

speed bumps on Hauakea Ave.   

Slope of hills on Moomomi west collects water during heavy rainfall, increased traffic from new 

residents has turned this area into a mud bog making driving difficult causing excessive damage to the 

road when the road dries up, all above roads are also affected by wind erosion and traffic increase from 

new residents. 

Pine Ave is a well traveled road. Summer time it is very dusty and rocky. Created dust constantly comes 

through house windows. The rocks hitting underneath the cars and several divots to go around. The 

winter months is very muddy and is not a pleasant drive. 

 

Asphalt and paved roads as required by the County of Maui code for infrastructure. 

Having someone that understands earthworks of how water moves during heavy rainfall, with the 

proper expertise to correct or, how to best address slowing or diverting water with adequate drainage 

for preventative erosion controls on dirt roads. 

 

It will provide safe access for homesteaders to their homes, and decrease the mechanical wear and tear 

on our vehicles. 

 

 

Catherine Kawamae 

4410 Keonelele Ave 

Hoolehua, HI 96729 

(808)336-1214 

 

Michael Lucas/Lucy Borden 

4350 Keonelele Ave 

Hoolehua, Hi 96729 

(808)658-1470 

 

Dana Kaahanui 

Pine Ave 

Hoolehua, Hi 96729 

(808)336-1669 




