
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION MEETING

SEPTEMBER 16, 2019

KAUAI  



CONNECT POINT CHURCH – HILO HAWAII

• Aloha Chairman and Commission board, mahalo for allowing me to come and share about our situation at 
Connect Point Church in Hilo. 

• My name is Dion Kekoa Maeda, Senior Pastor of Connect Point Church since July 15th 2015, the same church I 
grew up in as a child. 

• Last week Friday, DHHL East Hawaii supervisor Nina delivered the 42 page document outlining our past, 
present and future of the church, which I will quickly recap. 

• Key community stake holders wrote in letters of reference. 

• Awards earned over the past 4 years from, Mayor, Governor, Senate, and State Legislators. 

• Community Projects – Faith Hui, Camp Agape, Convoy of Hope, ect…

• Today you also received my handout that I will be going over with new additional information. 

• Before I close my time, I have Hawaii County Prosecuting Attorney Mitch Roth on the line for a phone 
testimony. 



WE BEGAN LEASING 168 HOLOMUA STREET FROM 
LAWERNCE BALBERDE ON JULY 1ST, 1998.

• The state forced him to convert the cesspool into city sewer or he would be 
heavily fined.

• Other than that , he has not invested a dime into this property in 21 years. 

• He has been contacted by letter as per the lease to come and do repairs but 
each time it was met with excuses and lies. 

• Over these past 21 years Connect Point Church has been the victim of a 
landlord that has taken advantage of us and threatened us with constant 
increases if we did not repair and maintain things that was never our 
responsibility. 



SECTION 8 IN HIS LEASE STATES HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR STRUCTURE 
AND GENERAL REPAIRS, AND MUST BE CONTACTED BY LETTER.



HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY LETTER NUMEROUS TIMES WITH NO ACTION ON HIS 
PART. AC UNITS WERE BROKEN WHICH HE NEVER FIXED NOR REPLACED. 





SECTION 2 ADDRESSES THE LEAKY ROOF AND ROTTEN PURLING'S BACK IN 2003. 
STILL NOTHING WAS DONE. 





AUGUST 2015 WE SENT ANOTHER LETTER SAYING FIX ROOF 
OR WE WILL FIX IT AND DEDUCT RENT EACH MONTH. 



HOW DOES HE FIX THE ROOF? BY ADDING IT TO OUR NEW LEASE (THIS IS EXTORSION). 
UNDER SECTION 1 HE NOW INCLUDES IT IN HIS LEASE THAT IF WE DON’T REPAIR THE ROOF HE WILL 

RAISE RENT TO $9,100 PER MONTH. 















MR. BALBERDE WAS NEGLIGENT IN CARING FOR THIS PROPERTY AT 168 
HOLOMUA STREET. IN FACT HE NEVER KEPT HIS WORD, NOR DID HE HOLD 
TO HIS LEASE AGREEMENT. HE THREATENED US TO EITHER REPAIR IT OR HE 
WILL RAISE THE RENT $2,000 MORE PER MONTH. 

Page 9 of Handout- Connect Point Church has invested at 168 Holomua Street 

• $53,229 – Air Conditioning Replacement 

• $53,848.68 – Home Depot (Paint, lumber, flooring, carpeting, drywall, screws, ect.) 

• $140,000 – Replace purling’s and roof (Kimo Kahele Contraction, Arakaki Mechanical) 

• $175,000 – Donated time to do renovations by local businesses  

• $150,000 – HPM Building Supply for materials in renovation. 

• Total- over $550,000 invested into this location 



WE HAVE INVESTED OVER $550,000 INTO THIS 
PROPERTY IN THE PAST 4 YEARS. 

• It would be unfair and unethical to auction off this lease to the highest bidder.

• John Maxwell says “Everything is a reflection of leadership” 

• As we dig deeper, Connect Point Church was put in this predicament with Lawrence Balberde because 
of DHHL poor management and negligence of oversight of their lessee. 

• The position that we are in is direct reflection of DHHL leadership and mismanagement of their 
property. 

• $239,990 in unpaid dues to DHHL (This is robbing precious funds that could be used towards our beneficiaries, 
the Native Hawaiian people)

• $173,737 (penalties and interest $477,016.84) Hawaii County Real Property tax 

• Illegal sub lease with Connect Point Church 





BACK DUE PROPERTY TAXES ON 168 HOLOMUA STREET 
$173,737.68 (PENALTY AND INTEREST $477,016.84)



IN CLOSING: I AM HUMBLY REQUESTING OF THE CHAIRMAN 
AND COMMISSION BOARD TO MOVE DHHL FORWARD INTO 
A LONG TERM DISPOSITION WITH CONNECT POINT CHURCH. 

• Eliminating a public auction of this property.

• Based on the most recent County of Hawaii Assessed Tax value, the land is worth $368,600.00 annually, 
or $31,716.67 per month. At an 8% rate of return to DHHL (ROI), that would be $2,457.33 per month 
lease. 

• Requesting no increase in future lease dues, this would be the rate for the next 55 years. 



I HAVE ONE TESTIMONY BY PHONE: 
HAWAII COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY MITCH ROTH  
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