






















To request accommodations for a sign language interpreter or accessible parking (must be requested five days prior to the meeting 
date), or for more information, please contact the DHHL Information and Community Relations Office on O‘ahu at 808-620-9590.

Notice of Annual Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Regular Meeting on Maui

on Monday, November 20, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.* 
and Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.

at the Paukukalo Community Center 
657 Kaumuali’i Street, Wailuku, Hawai’i 96793 

Hawaiian Home Lands Meeting 
with the Maui Homestead Communities

on Monday, November 20, 2017 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
at the Kula Community Center 

E. Lower Kula Road, Kula, Hawai`i 96790 
AGENDA

6:30 - 7:00 p.m.	 DHHL Update 
7:00 - 7:30 p.m.	 Homestead Community Update 
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.	 Open House** 
8:30 p.m.	 Adjournment

*�*During Open House, representatives from DHHL divisions will be available for one-
on-one consultation with beneficiaries. Community organizations will also present 
informational booths.

Hawaiian Homes Commission Meeting agendas are available approximately one week 
in advance on the HHC Meetings page of our website dhhl.hawaii.gov

*Meeting times are subject to change. Please check the website for an updated schedule.
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HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 291 

 

 

HONORING DOREEN NĀPUA CANTO FOR HER SERVICE TO THE 

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 

 

 

WHEREAS, Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole, was Hawaii’s delegate to the 

United States Congress from 1902 until his untimely passing on January 7, 1922; 

and, 

WHEREAS, Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole introduced the Hawaiian 

Homes Commission Act for passage by the United States Congress for the 

betterment of his beloved Hawaiian people; and, 

WHEREAS, the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act was signed on July 9, 

1921 by President Warren G. Harding and fully operative on September 16, 1921; 

and, 

WHEREAS, Doreen Nāpua Canto was appointed to this Commission on 

December 3, 2013 by Governor Neil S. Abercrombie; and, 

WHEREAS, Doreen Nāpua Canto is a born and raised Maui resident whose 

service to her community includes President of the Maui Native Hawaiian 

Chamber of Commerce; Chairman of the the County of Maui Fire & Public Safety 

Commission; and former Executive Director of Hui No Ke Ola Pono. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 
 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the undersigned, duly 

recognized as the chairman and members of the Hawaiian Homes Commission, on 

this 18th day of September 2017, to set forth their signatures in recognition of 

Doreen Nāpua Canto and her service to the legacy of Prince Jonah Kuhio 

Kalanianaole and the thousands of beneficiaries of the Hawaiian Homes 

Commission Act; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted 

in its entirety to the Honorable Alan Arakawa, Mayor of the County of Maui; the 

Maui Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce; and the Waiohuli Hawaiian 

Homesteaders Association;  

ADOPTED THIS 18th day of September 2017, at Lahaina, Maui, State of 

Hawaii, by the Hawaiian Homes Commission in Regular Meeting assembled. 

 

OFFERED BY: 

 

___________________________________ 

Jobie M. K. Masagatani, Chair 

 

 

  

David Kaapu, Member 

 

 

  

Kathleen Puamaeole Chin, Member 

 

 

  

W. Kahele Richardson, Member 

 

 

  

Randy Kalei Awo, Member 

 

  

Wallace A. Ishibashi, Member 

 

 

  

Michael P. Kahikina, Member 

 

 

  

Wren Wescoatt III, Member 

 

 

  

Vacant 



STATE OF HAWAII 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 

 

November 20 & 21, 2017  

 

 

TO:  Chairman and Members, Hawaiian Homes Commission 

 

FROM: Hokulei Lindsey Administrative Rules Officer 

   

SUBJECT:  
 

C-2 Resolution No. 292 – Resolution of Appreciation – William Kahele Richardson 

C-5 For Information Only – Revocable Permit Program Revisions – Issues and Proposed Plan of 

Action 

C-6 For Information Only – Kuhio Lease Issues 

 

 

THE SUBMITTAL WILL BE DISTRIBUTED UNDER SEPARATE COVER or AT THE TABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEM NO.  C-2, C-5, C-6 

























































































 

                                             
 

 

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION 2018 CALENDAR 

January 16, 2018 (Tue) HHC Mtg, Kapolei – (No Community Mtg) 
January 17, 2018 (Wed) HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Oʻahu  

February 18, 2018 (Sun) HHC Community Meeting ONLY – Lanai City 
February 20, 2018 (Tue) HHC Mtg, Kapolei, (No Community Mtg) 
February 21, 2018 (Wed) HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Oʻahu   
 
March 20, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Waimānalo  
March 21, 2018 HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Oʻahu  

April 17, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Molokaʻi  
April 18, 2018 HHC Mtg, Kalamaʻula, Molokaʻi  

May 15, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Kona 
May 16, 2018 HHC Mtg, Kailua-Kona, Hawaiʻi  

June 19, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Kapolei 
June 20, 2018 HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Oʻahu 

July 17, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Papakōlea 
July 18, 2018 HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Hawaiʻi  

August 21, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Kauaʻi    
August 22, 2018 HHC Mtg, Līhue, Kauaʻi  

September 18, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Paukūkalo 
September 19, 2018 HHC Mtg, Wailuku, Maui  

October 15, 2018 (Sunday) HHC Community Meeting ONLY – Kaʻū 
October 16, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Hilo 
October 17, 2018 HHC Mtg, Hilo, Hawaiʻi   
 
November 20, 2018  HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Oʻahu 
November 21, 2018 HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Oʻahu 
 
December 18, 2018 HHC Mtg, Community Mtg – Nānākuli/Waiʻanae 
December 19, 2018 HHC Mtg, Kapolei, Oʻahu  
 

Oʻahu meetings are held at Hale Pono’i, DHHL, 91-5420 Kapolei Parkway, Kapolei, Oʻahu.   

Community meetings are held in the evenings, except in Kaʻū and Lānaʻi where it will be held during the 
day. No community meetings scheduled for Oʻahu in January and February.  
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acres) and (2)3-8-008:034 (Pūlehunui South, 646 acres). 
Parcel 36 and Pūlehunui South were deeded to DHHL in 2002. 
Parcels 8 and 35 were deeded to DHHL in 2011. The property 
was most recently used for sugar cultivation, but is 
currently unoccupied and generally unimproved. 
 

Development of Pūlehunui North has long been a goal 
for DHHL to achieve revenue generating industrial and 
commercial uses under general lease(s). The Maui Island 
Plan, (DHHL, 2004) designates Parcel 36 for Industrial use. 
The adjacent Parcels 8 and 35 were acquired subsequent to 
the Maui Island Plan, and the Maui Island Plan was amended 
to designate Commercial and Industrial uses on those 
parcels. A Notice of Proposed Disposition was issued for 
the development of Pūlehunui North in 2007, and again in 
2012. In both instances, the process ultimately did not 
result in a successful lease negotiation, due to financial 
conditions and/or a lack of up-front environmental 
approvals. 
 

The Maui Island Plan designates Pūlehunui South 
primarily for General Agriculture, with a portion reserved 
for Industrial use. 
 

The regional planning effort will be carried out in a 
manner consistent with the 2014 Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between DHHL, the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR), the Department of Public Safety (PSD), 
and the Department of Accounting and General Services 
(DAGS), wherein these parties agreed to “make their best 
efforts to work in a collaborative manner”. The MOU was 
intended to allow the aforementioned agencies (Parties) to 
benefit from economies of scale, joint infrastructure 
financing, planning and development, and provide 
significant economic benefits to the Maui community. As 
part of the planning effort between the Parties, a number 
of technical studies were conducted for State lands.  In 
2014, $4M of Capital Improvement Funds were awarded to DHHL 
for infrastructure planning and design pursuant to the MOU 
(Act 122, Session Laws of Hawai‘i 2014).  
 
Need for the Project 
 

The primary project purpose is to undertake a regional 
infrastructure master planning effort on behalf of the 
Parties to the 2014 MOU, to efficiently facilitate the 
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development of State and DHHL lands. From a Departmental 
standpoint, the regional infrastructure master plan is 
anticipated to provide direct and indirect benefits to DHHL 
Beneficiaries and programs, in the form of improved lands 
and opportunities to pursue revenue generating general 
leases for the 184 acres, in line with the Department 
mission. A secondary purpose is to further define the 
programmatic land uses anticipated on DHHL’s lands in 
Pūlehunui through the Beneficiary Consultation process and 
technical studies, and in conformance with the Maui Island 
Plan.  
   
Need for Environmental Review 
 

The project is an agency action funded by Capital 
Improvement Funds earmarked for interagency infrastructure 
planning. The use of State land and State funds are 
triggers for the preparation of an Environmental Assessment 
(EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to 
Chapter 343, HRS, and Title 11, Chapter 200, Hawaii 
Administrative Rules (HAR). DHHL has determined that an EIS 
(rather than an EA) is the prudent approach based on a 
review of the significance criteria set forth under Section 
11-200-12, HAR. Based on prior development experience, it 
is anticipated that the Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure 
Master Plan may have significant effect on the environment 
due to one or more of the significance criteria found in 
the HAR (and listed in the EISPN). DHHL is the Proposing 
Agency with the Governor issuing final acceptance of the 
EIS. 
  
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
  

Pursuant to the 2014 MOU DHHL will undertake a 
regional infrastructure planning effort on behalf of four 
State agency stakeholders. The proposed project will 
involve a coordinated regional infrastructure alternatives 
analysis for water, wastewater, and key roadways. On DHHL 
lands specifically, land use programs are anticipated to 
involve commercial, light industrial, and agriculture-
supporting uses, and agricultural use by DHHL 
Beneficiaries. A portion of Pūlehunui South may accommodate 
supporting regional infrastructure, pending consultation 
and appropriate technical studies. DHHL is underway with 
the preliminary engineering to analyze regional alternative 
approaches to water and wastewater infrastructure, in 
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tandem with any related refinements to its land use 
programs. These processes will be informed by the 
completion of additional technical studies, continued 
coordination with MOU Parties, and consultation with the 
Beneficiary Community. A Draft EIS will follow to address 
the impacts of regional infrastructure alternatives. 
Comments received during the DEIS public comment period 
will be considered in the selection of infrastructure 
alternatives and refinement of DHHL’s land use programs. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PREPARATION NOTICE 
(SUMMARY) 

 
Section 343-5(e), HRS (enacted by Act 172 (2012)) 

allows an applicant to prepare an EIS rather than an EA if 
the accepting authority determines, through its judgment 
and experience, that an EIS is likely to be required. The 
preparation of such an EIS begins with the preparation of 
an EISPN. The EISPN (Exhibit A) has been prepared under 
these assumptions. The EISPN is a straightforward document 
that identifies the project generally and announces to 
agencies and the public that an EIS will be prepared. 
 

The EISPN for Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master 
Plan will be published by the OEQC in the bi-monthly 
“Environmental Notice” with 30 days allowed for public 
comment. Notification of the EISPN will also be mailed to 
agencies and community organizations, and their comments 
solicited. Beneficiary leadership has been informed about 
the EISPN and Beneficiary Consultation will continue 
throughout the EIS process. 
 
NEXT STEPS  
 

 Publish EISPN – Winter 2017 
 Beneficiary Meetings to refine DHHL’s land use 

programs, finalize technical studies and conceptual 
plans and incorporate into EIS– January-April 2018 

 Draft EIS will be prepared to evaluate alternatives in 
light of project goals and potential impacts.  

 Draft EIS will be shared with the Commission prior to 
publication in the OEQC Environmental Notice – May-
July 2018 

 Comments to the Draft EIS will be accepted during a 
statutory 45-day comment period. 



 
- 5 – 

HHC ITEM NO. G-3  
 

 EIS will be amended or augmented as necessary in 
response to comments. A preferred alternative will be 
identified.  Final EIS will be prepared. 

 Final EIS will be shared with the Commission prior to 
submittal to the Governor for acceptance – August-
November 2018 

 Once EIS process is completed, the project will move 
into the design phase, which is already contracted, 
and will focus on sewer and wastewater infrastructure 
because DHHL has a CIP appropriation of $17.5 million 
from the legislature for wastewater and sewer 
improvements. 

 
 
Recommended Action 
 
 None; For information only 
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SUMMARY 

 

This Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) has been prepared in 

accordance with Chapter 343, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) for a regional infrastructure master 

plan to serve State lands located along Maui Veterans Highway (former Mokulele Highway), led 

by the State Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL), a State agency. DHHL anticipates 

that regional infrastructure improvements may be beneficial to serve regional lands owned by 

DHHL as well as the State Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), and the State 

Department of Accounting and General Services/Department of Public Safety (DAGS/PSD) and 

those agencies’ respective proposed developments. Therefore a regional approach to infrastructure 

planning will facilitate development at Pūlehunui in a manner that is financially and 

environmentally efficient, maximizing the use of State funds while minimizing environmental 

impacts to the extent practicable. The project is located in Pūlehunui, Maui, State of Hawai‘i. 

Figure 1 shows the location of the project; Figure 2 shows an aerial photograph of the project. 

 

Name:    Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan 

 

Location: Pūlehunui Ahupua‘a, Kula Moku, Maui  

 

Address:   Maui Veterans Highway, Maui, HI (Figure 1) 

 

Tax Map Keys: TMK (2) 3-8-008:008, 035, and 036 (Pūlehunui North) 

TMK (2) 3-8-008:034 (Pūlehunui South) 

These parcels are referred to collectively as the “DHHL Project 

Areas”. In addition to the DHHL Project Areas, the “Infrastructure 

Regional Study Area” comprises other areas proposed for 

development by DLNR and DAGS/PSD. 

 

See Figure 2 for DHHL Project Areas and Infrastructure Regional 

Study Area boundaries, and Figure 3, Tax Map Key. 

 

Judicial District:  Wailuku 

 

Proposing Agency:  State Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) 

 

Accepting Authority: Governor of the State of Hawai‘i 
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Recorded Fee Owner: DHHL Project Areas are owned by the State of Hawai‘i, Department 

of Hawaiian Home Lands. Lands within the Infrastructure Regional 

Study Area are owned by other State agencies. 

 

Existing Use:   Vacant, generally unimproved 

 

Proposed Action: DHHL will undertake a regional infrastructure master planning 

effort on behalf of four State agency stakeholders involving a 

coordinated regional infrastructure alternatives analysis for water, 

wastewater, and key roadways. The regional analysis will evaluate 

alternatives for regional, sub-regional, and “independent” 

approaches to infrastructure development.  

 

The land use programs on DHHL Project Areas are anticipated to 

involve commercial/light industrial and agriculture-supporting uses, 

and agricultural use by DHHL Beneficiaries. A portion of Pūlehunui 

South may accommodate supporting regional infrastructure, 

pending consultation and appropriate technical studies. 

 

Land Use 

Designations:   State Land Use:  Agriculture (Figure 4) 

 Department of Hawaiian Home Lands: Industrial, General 

Agriculture (Figure 5) 

    Special Management Area: Not within the SMA  

 

Major Reviews/Approvals Required:  

 

Issuing Agency Permit/Approval 

Governor, State of Hawai‘i Chapter 343, HRS Compliance 

County of Maui Department 

of Public Works 
Grading/Building/Subdivision Permits 

County of Maui Wastewater 

Reclamation Division 
Review 

County of Maui Department 

of Water Supply 
Review 

County of Maui Planning 

Department 
Special Flood Hazard Development Permits 

State of Hawai‘i Department 

of Health 
Community Noise Permit 
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State of Hawai‘i Department 

of Health, Wastewater 

Branch 

Review 

State of Hawai‘i Department 

of Health, Safe Drinking 

Water Branch 

Review 

State of Hawai‘i Department 

of Health, Clean Water 

Branch 

National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit 

State of Hawai‘i Department 

of Transportation 
Work-to-Perform, Use & Occupancy Agreement, Permitted Access 

State of Hawai‘i State 

Historic Preservation 

Division 

Review 
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1 IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPOSING AGENCY 

 

The State of Hawai‘i, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands is the Proposing Agency. 

 

Contact: Kaleo Manuel, Acting Planning Program Manager 

Planning Office 

State of Hawai‘i, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 

P.O. Box 1879, Honolulu, HI 96805 

Phone: (808) 620-9481 / FAX:  (808) 620-9559 

Email:  kaleo.l.manuel@hawaii.gov 

 

2 IDENTIFICATION OF THE ACCEPTING AUTHORITY 

 

The Governor of the State of Hawai‘i is the Accepting Authority. 

 

Contact: The Honorable David Y. Ige 

Governor, State of Hawai‘i 

Executive Chambers 

State Capitol 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Phone:  (808) 586-0034 / FAX:  (808) 586-0006 

 

3 IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACT PERSON 

 

The environmental consultant is PBR HAWAII & Associates, Inc.  

 

Contact: Selena Pang, Planner 

PBR HAWAII 

1001 Bishop Street, Suite 650 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Phone: (808) 521-5631 

Fax: (808) 523-1402 

Email: DHHLPulehunui@pbrhawaii.com 

Submit online comments at: [url to be determined] 

 

4 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION 

4.1 Purpose and Need 

The primary project purpose is to undertake regional infrastructure master planning on behalf of 

DHHL, Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and Department of Accounting and 

DRAFT
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General Services/Department of Public Safety (DAGS/PSD), to facilitate the efficient 

development of certain lands owned by those agencies in Pūlehunui, Central Maui. DHHL 

anticipates that regional infrastructure improvements may be beneficial to serve regional lands 

owned by said agencies and those agencies’ respective proposed developments. Therefore a 

regional approach to infrastructure planning will facilitate development at Pūlehunui in a manner 

that is financially and environmentally efficient, maximizing the use of State funds while 

minimizing environmental impacts to the extent practicable. Figure 1 shows the location of the 

project; Figure 2 shows an aerial photograph of the project. Figure 3, Tax Map Key, shows the 

Infrastructure Regional Study Area in the context of surrounding lands. 

 

Pursuant to DHHL’s mission the secondary, supporting purpose of this project is to further define 

the programmatic land uses anticipated on DHHL’s lands in Pūlehunui (DHHL Project Areas), 

through the Beneficiary Consultation process and technical studies and in conformance with the 

Maui Island Plan (Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, 2004), to provide direct and indirect 

benefits to DHHL Beneficiaries and programs in the form of improved lands and opportunities to 

pursue revenue generating general leases at Pūlehunui North. 

4.2 Description of the Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan 

Regional infrastructure study. DHHL will undertake a regional infrastructure master planning 

effort on behalf of four State agency stakeholders. The proposed project will involve a coordinated 

regional infrastructure alternatives analysis for water, wastewater, and key roadways. The regional 

analysis will evaluate alternatives for regional, sub-regional, and “independent” approaches to 

infrastructure development. 

 

The Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan will include technical studies for DHHL’s 

lands at Pūlehunui (land use programs for which are described below) and will incorporate by 

reference other project information provided by DLNR and DAGS/PSD for their respective 

proposed developments. The regional planning effort will be carried out in a manner consistent 

with the 2014 MOU between DHHL, DLNR, DAGS, and PSD, wherein these parties agreed to 

“make their best efforts to work in a collaborative manner”. The MOU was intended to allow the 

aforementioned agencies to benefit from economies of scale, joint infrastructure financing, 

planning and development, and provide significant economic benefits to the Maui community. In 

2014, $4M of Capital Improvement Funds were awarded to DHHL for infrastructure planning and 

design pursuant to the MOU (Act 122, Session Laws of Hawai‘i 2014).  

 

DHHL is underway with preliminary engineering assessments to analyze regional alternative 

approaches to water, wastewater, and traffic, in tandem with any related refinements to land use 

programs in DHHL Project Areas. These processes will be informed by the completion of 

additional technical studies, continued coordination with MOU parties, consultation with the 
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DHHL Beneficiary Community, and comments received during the EISPN and EIS public 

comment periods. 

 

Development of DHHL Lands and Compatibility with DHHL Maui Island Plan. The 

Hawaiian Homes Commission Act (§§204 and 206) vests DHHL with exclusive authority to 

control its lands, which means the DHHL Project Areas are not subject to State or County land use 

controls. Instead, DHHL established a planning system that includes a General Plan, Island Plans, 

Program Plans, Regional Plans, Special Plans and a number of implementing mechanisms. The 

Island Plans identify DHHL’s land use designations, which are DHHL’s equivalent to zoning. 

 

The Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan is consistent with DHHL’s Maui Island Plan1. 

DHHL’s Island Plans are island-specific, 20-year visioning documents that designate land uses for 

DHHL-owned property. In 2004, DHHL adopted the (DHHL) Maui Island Plan which examined 

all DHHL land in terms of development constraints and opportunities and other criteria, to assign 

appropriate Land Use Designations to each parcel. The Maui Island Plan designates Pūlehunui 

South primarily for General Agriculture use with 100 acres designated for Industrial use. 

(Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, 2004). At Pūlehunui North, the Maui Island Plan 

designates Parcel 36 for Industrial use. The adjacent Parcels 8 and 35 were acquired subsequent to 

the Maui Island Plan, and the Maui Island Plan was amended to designate Commercial and 

Industrial uses on those parcels. 

 

Land use programs in DHHL Project Areas will inform the regional infrastructure analysis which 

will also incorporate by reference other project information provided by DLNR and DAGS/PSD 

for their respective proposed developments. DHHL land use programs are anticipated to involve 

commercial/light industrial and agriculture-supporting uses, and agricultural use by DHHL 

Beneficiaries. A portion of Pūlehunui South may accommodate supporting regional infrastructure, 

pending consultation and appropriate technical studies. A more detailed description of the 

anticipated land uses is provided below. See Figure 6 for a conceptual development plan for the 

DHHL Project Areas, consistent with the Maui Island Plan. 

 

Commercial/Industrial Uses – Commercial/light industrial use is anticipated to occupy up to 140 

acres at Pūlehunui North, and approximately 35 acres at Pūlehunui South. Commercial/industrial 

use provides for the most flexible use of the DHHL Project Areas and could support retail, 

agribusiness processing, packaging, and/or marketing of agricultural goods produced at Pūlehunui 

South and throughout Central Maui. Light industrial-zoned lots on other Maui properties 

accommodate retail uses. Large, contiguous commercial lots would be suitable for a more  

  

                                                 
1 The Maui Island Plan is available for view on the DHHL website: https://dhhl.hawaii.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2012/05/Island_Plan_Maui_2004.pdf 
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comprehensive commercial or retail complex and/or a visitor attraction destination, cultural center 
or other large visitor industry-based use. 
 
In addition to revenue generation to support DHHL activities, DHHL proposes to provide areas 
devoted to use by smaller businesses including those of DHHL Beneficiaries, to support 
Beneficiary economic development initiatives. Activities in this area will build capacity in the 
small business community by providing a space for individual businesses or Beneficiary 
individuals or organizations to produce and sell products and services in a highly-visible and 
central location. 
 
Open Space and Agricultural Uses - Between roughly 30 and 40 acres of open space have been 
assumed in the development plan to meet drainage needs at Pūlehunui North. The majority of 
Pūlehunui South will be used for agriculture, with some of its open space supporting agricultural 
crops selected to avoid impacting visual resources or business visibility. 
 

5 DETERMINATION 
 
Section 343-5 (e), HRS (enacted by Act 172 (2012)) allows an applicant to prepare an EIS rather 
than an environmental assessment if the Accepting Authority determines, through its judgment 
and experience, that an EIS is likely to be required.  The preparation of such an EIS begins with 
the preparation of an EISPN, sometimes referred to as an “Act 172 EISPN.” Under the provisions 
of §343-5 (b), HRS DHHL has determined, through its judgment and experience, that an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is likely to be required for the Pūlehunui Regional 
Infrastructure Master Plan. 
 
Preparation of an EIS is being undertaken to address requirements of Chapter 343, HRS and Title 
11, Department of Health, Chapter 200, Environmental Impact Rules, Hawai‘i Administrative 
Rules Section 343-5, HRS established nine “triggers” that require either an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) or an EIS.  The project is an agency action funded by Capital Improvement 
Funds earmarked for interagency infrastructure planning; the use of State or County lands or funds 
is one quality that “triggers” the preparation of an EA or EIS.  

5.1 Reasons Supporting the Determination 
Based on a review of the significance criteria set forth under Section 11-200-12(b), HAR it is 
anticipated that the Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan may have a significant effect 
on the environment due to one or more of the significance criteria which are: 
 

1. Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or cultural 
resource; 

2. Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment; 
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3. Conflicts with the state’s long‐term environmental policies or goals and guidelines as 

expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof and amendments there to, court 

decisions, or executive orders; 

4. Substantially affects the economic welfare, social welfare, and cultural practices of the 

community or State; 

5. Substantially affects public health; 

6. Involves secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on public facilities; 

7. Involves a substantial degradation of environmental quality; 

8. Is individually limited but cumulatively has a considerable effect upon the environment or 

involves a commitment for larger actions; 

9. Substantially affects a rare, threatened, or endangered species, or its habitat; 

10. Detrimentally affect air or water quality or ambient noise levels; 

11. Affects, or is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally sensitive area 

such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion‐prone area, geologically hazardous 

land, estuary, fresh water or coastal waters; 

12. Substantially affects scenic vistas and view planes identified in county or state plans or 

studies; and 

13. Requires substantial energy consumption.  

 

Based on the above criteria, DHHL does not anticipate that it could be affirmatively concluded 

that the Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan would not have a significant effect on the 

environment. In particular, regional infrastructure and/or DHHL land use programs are potentially 

anticipated to involve secondary impacts on public facilities such as roads, are potentially 

anticipated to substantially affect visual resources along Maui Veterans Highway, and are 

potentially anticipated to require substantial energy consumption. 

 

The Draft EIS will include a full assessment of anticipated impacts and proposed mitigation 

measures to minimize anticipated adverse impacts. DHHL does not anticipate that an EA prepared 

to assess the anticipated impacts would warrant a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) in 

light of the significance criteria under Section 11-200-12(b). Therefore DHHL believes that the 

Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan is likely to require a full environmental review 

through the completion of an EIS and therefore the environmental review should proceed directly 

to the preparation of an EIS through this EISPN. As Accepting Authority, the Governor of the 

State of Hawai‘i has the authority to determine that an EIS is likely to be required, and therefore 

to authorize DHHL to initiate its environmental review through the preparation of an EISPN. 

 

6 DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

This description includes only DHHL Project Areas. The Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure 

Master Plan will incorporate by reference other project information provided by DLNR and 

DAGS/PSD for their respective proposed developments. 
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The DHHL Project Areas are located on both sides of Maui Veterans Highway, near the Pu‘unēnē 

Armory. See Figure 1 and Figure 2. The DHHL Project Areas consist of four parcels: TMK (2) 3-

8-008-008, 034, 035, and 036. The total land area of DHHL Project Areas is 830.359 acres. See 

Figure 3, Tax Map Key, for the Infrastructure Regional Study Area in the context of surrounding 

lands. 

 

Tax Map Key (TMK) 

 

Acres 

 

(2) 3-8-008-008 

  

6.926 acres 

(2) 3-8-008-034  646.000 acres 

(2) 3-8-008-035 

  

97.433 acres 

(2) 3-8-008-036 

  

80.000 acres 

   

The DHHL Project Areas are vacant and were formerly leased to Alexander & Baldwin (A&B) 

for sugarcane cultivation. When A&B transitioned out of sugarcane in 2016, the lease was not 

renewed. Prior to sugar cultivation, much of the region was occupied by the Naval Air Station 

Pu‘unēnē. 

 

The DHHL Project Areas are primarily located in Flood Zone X (outside the 500-year flood zone). 

Portions of the Pūlehunui North and Pūlehunui South are designated Zone XS (within the 500-

year or 0.2% annual chance floodplain, within the 1% annual chance floodplain with average 

depths of less than 1 foot or with drainage areas less than 1 square mile and areas protected from 

the 1% annual chance flood by levee) or AE (within the 100-year floodplain, with Base Flood 

Elevations determined) (Figure 7). 

 

Only Pūlehunui South includes an unnamed non-perennial stream. There are no streams or surface 

water bodies within Pūlehunui North. The drainage ditch from Pūlehu Gulch, which is considered 

a non-perennial stream, runs along a portion of Mehameha Loop on Alexander & Baldwin lands 

(Figure 8). The Draft EIS will include an assessment of drainage and will address any anticipated 

impacts to wetlands and surface water resources. 

 

The DHHL Project Areas have a Land Study Bureau (LSB) overall productivity rating of E, the 

lowest (poorest) agricultural productivity rating (Figure 9). The LSB rating system is based on 

critical agricultural factors including soil texture, structure, depth, drainage, parent material, 

stoniness, topography, climate and rainfall.  Much of the property has an Agricultural Lands of 

Importance to the State of Hawai‘i (ALISH) rating of Prime ALISH, suggesting that the property 

is prime farmland. However, the “Prime” designation has often been given to cultivated tracts of  
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land, and the property was cultivated during ALISH designation. Land use history may therefore 

be the underlying reason for the discrepancy between the LSB and ALISH classifications. 

The property is not located within or adjacent to critical habitat designated by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service, or endangered or threatened species habitat (Figure 10).  The Draft EIS will 

include a biological report. 

The Draft EIS will contain a full description of the environment of the Pūlehunui Regional 

Infrastructure Master Plan project site as well as discussion of potential impacts and mitigation 

measures.  

7 PLANNING HORIZON 

The planning horizon for the of the Pūlehunui Regional Infrastructure Master Plan is long-term. 

The planning process is anticipated to include consultation with DHHL Beneficiaries as well as 

the surrounding community. The forthcoming EIS is anticipated to take one to two years. 

8 ALTERNATIVES 

The Draft EIS will include a detailed discussion of alternative land uses, as well as possible options 

for providing infrastructure (water, sewer, drainage and roads) to support anticipated land uses. 

9 AFFECTED PARTIES 

Community engagement and Beneficiary Consultation are important elements of the Department 

of Hawaiian Home Lands planning process.   

To prepare a fully acceptable EIS, DHHL will consult all appropriate agencies and other citizen 

groups, and concerned individuals. Notification of the availability of the EIS Preparation Notice 

for review and comment will be provided to potentially affected agencies, as well as interested 

community members, organizations, businesses, and surrounding landowners. 

The Draft EIS is expected to be published on the State of Hawai‘i Department of Health, Office of 

Environmental Quality Control’s website. Notification of the availability of the Draft EIS for 

review and comment will be provided to potentially affected agencies, as well as interested 

community members, organizations, businesses, and surrounding landowners. 
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