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Overview 



Separation of Powers 
3 equal branches of government 

Executive 

Implement the law 
 

Governor 
DHHL 

Legislative 
Make the law 

 

 

Judiciary 
Interpret the law 

 

 



U.S. Senate 

U.S. House of  Representatives 

County of  Hawaii  

(Big Island) 

Hawaii County Council 

Honolulu City & County  

(Oahu, Northwestern Hawaiian Islands) 

Honolulu City Council 

County of  Kauai 

(Kauai and Niihau) 

Kauai County Council 

Maui County  

(Kahoolawe, Lanai, Maui and Molokai) 

Maui County Council 

Legislative Branch:  Makes the laws 

 

 
Today, we’re talking about one level of this branch of government 

NATIONAL 

STATE 

State Legislature passes laws 
that govern Hawaii 

U.S. Congress passes laws that 
govern the entire country 

COUNTY 

Each council passes laws that 
govern their county 



Legislative Branch:  Makes the laws 

 

 STATE 

State Legislature passes laws 
that govern the state of Hawaii 



 

 

 

Hawaii State Legislature = two-chambered, lawmaking body  
 

Senate House of  Representatives 

State Senators (25) State Representatives (51) 



• in leadership roles to 

enhance their effectiveness 
 

What do these lawmakers do? 

• on committees focused on 

particular subject matter 
 

• as your representatives and 

senators 
 



 
 
 
In performing this  
for the people of Hawaii, they… 

 

• enact laws 
 

• adopt resolutions  
 

• propose amendments to the Hawaii State 
Constitution 
 

• approve the State budget 
 

 



www.capitol.hawaii.gov 















Handy icons  













Legislative Process 







Here’s a brief glimpse of what’s to 
come in a bill’s life… 

• Successfully pass through all committees the House  
 and Senate have referred it to 
and 
• Successfully pass three readings in both the House  
 and Senate chambers (where all the members  
 convene) 
and 
• Have both House and Senate agree on exact wording 
and 
• Be signed or allowed to come into law by Governor, or 

House and Senate successfully overrides his veto 



When does this all happen? 
 
 



And, it’s got to get through 

all of these things by certain 

dates – affectionately 

known as  

DEADLINES 
 

 



To put it in perspective, 

most bills  

DIE 
 

· In 2015, 2,894 bills and 749 resolutions 

were introduced. 

 

· After the 60-day session, 247 bills passed 

and 190 resolutions were adopted. 

 
 



The State Budget 

HB 1700 



The State Budget 

• Consists of appropriations for operating 
expenditures and capital expenditures. 

• During an even numbered year like this year, a 
supplemental budget is submitted to amend 
the biennium budget approved last year. 

• The House Finance Committee will review the 
Budget first, then the bill will move over to the 
Senate Ways and Means Committee. 



The State Budget (cont.) 

• Source of Funding Codes – A is General fund, 
B is Special funds, N is Other federal funds, 
and T is Trust funds. 

• Budget Worksheets will be posted to reflect  
changes proposed by the House and Senate. 





• elect State Senator (every 4 years)  

• elect State Representative (every 2 years) 

• vote on proposed amendments to the Hawaii 

State Constitution 

• run for office or help someone else do so 

• communicate views and priorities 

• offer testimony on proposed legislation 

• join with others to amplify your voice 

What can you do? 

why.pptx


 

COMMUNICATE YOUR POSITION 

Time for a Letter… 

Email… 

Phone call… 

Make sure your elected officials are 

aware of your concerns and  

your position on issues important to you 
 

- “But they won’t listen to me!” 
   - “Have you contacted your Senator and Representative to 

   let them know what you think?” 



Make your letter effective 
 

•Be brief, clear, and to the point.  

•one or two pages 

•your own words.  

•be courteous. 

•Explain your position and why it matters. 

• Include your return address or contact information. 
Sign your name legibly (or print it below your 
signature). 



What about testimony?  

 

This is your opportunity  

to offer written or spoken statements  

to a committee  

regarding your position on a bill. 

 

 

 

 



What about testimony?  

When do I get to offer it? 

 

- Only when the measure is scheduled for a 
hearing, and the committee has indicated it 
will be accepting testimony.  

 

- Usually, time is short!  Guidelines for how and 
when to offer testimony appear on the hearing 
notice. 

 

 

 

 



Instructions for testimony appear at the end of 
the notice 



No rules regarding exactly what it 
needs to look like or sound like. 

 
That’s up to you. 



That said, here’s a simple outline… 

Address to Chair and Committee 

RE:  Bill number 

Hearing date, time, place 

Introduce yourself, state the measure 
you are testifying on, and whether 
you support or oppose the measure. 

Explain the reasons for your position. 
May include facts or experiences. 

In closing, clearly re-state your 
position 

Name & contact information 



Many ways to submit written 
testimony… 

• Deliver it (not enough time to mail it) 

• Fax it  

• Email it (make sure to use the testimony 
email address specified – don’t just email it to 
the Chair or Committee) 

• Submit it using the form on the  
 Legislature’s website 



Oral Testimony 
Let them Hear your Voice! 

 

• “Chair ___, Vice Chair ___ and members of the 
committee…” is a great way to start.   

 

• Short and simple (2-3 minutes) 

– Introduce yourself and the group or organization (if any) 
you represent. 

– Clearly state your position – in favor? Opposed? 
Alternatives? 

– Be courteous, respectful, and professional 

– Remember to Breathe! 
 

• Tell the truth and do not exaggerate.  Become a 
trusted resource! 



Find others who agree with your 
position to amplify your voice 

•  Let them know how 
easy it is to testify 

• Make use of  
organizations to help 
spread the word 

• Listen to those who 
disagree with you – 
they may be your 
best teachers 



Things happen 

• Short turn-around time for  
 testimony, be prepared and ready to go 

• It’s tempting to send in form testimony 

 INSTEAD: consider writing a sentence or two in 
your own words 



The Hawaii State Legislature website:  
to find proposed legislation and much 

more 

capitol.hawaii.gov 

http://capitol.hawaii.gov/




Lots to be Found Here! 

• Deadline tracking (find out what’s still alive) 

• What’s in a committee, what’s come out… 

• What a legislator has introduced 

• Packages of bills  

• Subject search (great way to find bills!) 

• And a lot more… explore! 



It’s easy to set up Tracking Lists 

• First, Create a list – just name it something! 

• Then populate the list with the bills and 
resolutions you’re interested in 

• When you’re done, ask it to generate the 
report – print it out using the landscape 
orientation (or print it as a .pdf document, 
and email it to your colleagues) 



Find information 
from past years using 
the “Archives” bar on 
the right side of the 

Legislature’s 
homepage  



One last thing…  

The online version of the Hawaii 

Revised Statutes (HRS) 

There are 

14 

volumes 





This is a lot of information! 
 

So, when you’re trying to figure 
out where to find something 



Your Office 

at the  
State Capitol 

4th Floor,  
Room 401 



Public Access Room (PAR) 

• Help, information and training at no charge 

• Your office at the Capitol 

• Non-partisan 

• Lots of resources! 
• Computers with Internet 

• Wireless Internet access 

• Copies of testimony 

• Reference materials 

• Workshops and tutorials 

 

 



The place to go to: 

- type up your testimony  

- do online research 

- re-group or meet up 

with others 

 - watch hearings remotely when the 

hearing room is too full (or it’s a long 

agenda and you’re waiting for them to 

get to your bill!) 

- just read the funnies 
 





Links to other 

government 

resources 

and offices 



PAR’s website: LRBhawaii.org/PAR  

 

 

PAR can Help! 



PAR can Help! 

• PAR website offers handy lists, manuals and 
tips 

• Get on our email list for notices and 
newsletters 

• Call or email us – we can save you time by 
pointing you in the right direction 

 

 



Public Access Room 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone:  808 / 587 - 0478 
Email:  par@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Website:  LRBhawaii.org/PAR 

 

mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
http://lrbhawaii.org/par


Mahalo! 




