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Legislative Process 







To put it in perspective, 

most bills  

DIE 
 

· In 2015, 2,894 bills and 749 resolutions 

were introduced. 

 

· After the 60-day session, 247 bills passed 

and 190 resolutions were adopted. 

 
 



Legislature 2016 - Update 



Bills relating to DHHL – HB1931 

• Original bill proposed to reduce the minimum 
Hawaiian blood quantum requirement of 
certain transferees and successors to lessees 
of Hawaiian home lands from 1/4 to 1/32. 

• Bill amended by OMH to reduce the minimum 
blood quantum requirement of certain 
successors to lessees of Hawaiian home lands 
from 1/4 to 1/32. 

• JUD never scheduled the bill for a hearing. 



Bills relating to DHHL – SB2868 

• Original bill proposed to lower to 1/32 the 
blood quantum required by a homestead 
lessee’s husband, wife, children, 
grandchildren, brothers, or sisters in order to 
succeed to the lessee’s lease. 

• Technical, nonsubstantive amendments made 
to bill by HWN/JDL. 

• WAM never scheduled the bill for a hearing. 



Bills relating to DHHL – HB2178 

• Original bill authorized DHHL to employ and 
retain independent counsel. 

• OMH amended the bill by inserting a defective 
effective date and making technical, 
nonsubstantive amendments. 

• JUD never scheduled the bill for a hearing. 



Bills relating to DHHL – SB2994 

• Original bill allowed the HHC and DHHL to 
retain independent legal counsel as needed 
and authorized the HHC and DHHL to use the 
services of the AG as needed and when the 
interests of the State, HHC, and DHHL align. 

• Technical, nonsubstantive amendments made 
to bill by HWN/JDL. 

• WAM never scheduled the bill for a hearing. 



Bills relating to DHHL – HB2698 

• Original bill authorized the issuance of general 
obligation bonds for the purposes of building 
infrastructure and constructing homes on 
Hawaiian Home Lands. 

• OMH amended the bill by inserting a defective 
effective date. 

• FIN never scheduled the bill for a hearing. 



Bills relating to DHHL – SB3029 

• Original bill appropriates sufficient general 
funds for the administrative and operating 
expenses of DHHL for FY 16-17. 

• HWN amended the bill to blank the 
appropriation for DHHL for FY 15-16, remove 
the appropriation for FY 16-17, insert a 
defective effective date, and technical 
nonsubstantive amendments. 

• WAM never scheduled the bill for a hearing. 



Bills relating to DHHL – HB1932 

• Original bill appropriated sufficient general 
funds for admin and operating expenses of 
DHHL for FY 16-17. 

• OMH amended the bill to specify funds to 
reimburse admin and operating expenses for 
FY 16 and blank the appropriation. 

• FIN deleted the preamble and tech amends. 

• HWN inserted $28,478,966 into the bill. 

• WAM/JDL never scheduled the bill for hearing. 





Legislature 2016 – What’s Next 





Conference Committee 

• The conference committee’s function is to 
resolve the differences between the House 
and Senate version of a bill. 

• Let’s take HB2277 as an example.  This bill 
amends the membership, mission, and 
purpose of the King Kamehameha Celebration 
Commission; authorizes the Chairperson to 
appoint an advisory committee for historical 
and archival matters; and authorizes the 
Commission to appoint an Executive Director. 



HB2277 – Technical differences 

HB2277 HD1 

• to commemorate the 
memory of the great 
Polynesian Hawaiian 
warrior and statesman King 
Kamehameha I, who united 
the Hawaiian Islands into 
the Kingdom of Hawai`i, and 
is recognized as such under 
section 8-1. 

HB2277 SD1 

• to commemorate the 
memory of the great 
Polynesian Hawaiian  
warrior and statesman King 
Kamehameha I, who united 
the Hawaiian Islands into 
the Kingdom of Hawai`i, and 
is thus recognized [as such] 
under section 8.1. 



HB2277 – Technical differences 

HB2277 HD1 

• The commission shall be the 
coordinating agency for all 
state sponsored [as well as 
other celebration] events 
[staged during the 
celebration period] as set 
forth in subsection (e) 

HB2277 SD1 

• The commission shall be the 
coordinating agency for all 
[state sponsored as well as 
other celebration] 
commission-approved 
events [staged during the 
celebration period] as set 
forth in subsection (e) 



Conference Committee 

• HB2277 has to go to conference in order to 
pass this year even if the differences are 
technical or minor because the bill has a 
defective effective date of July 1, 2050. 



Conference Committee 

• Senators and Representatives are assigned to 
a conference committee. 

• The members are often called “managers” or 
“conferees.” 

• Except as authorized by the respective chairs, 
only the respective chairs may speak during 
conference. 

 

 



Conference Committee – Cont. 

• Conference Committee deliberations shall 
take place only between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 12:00 midnight in the conference 
room assigned or reserved. 

• Meetings are open to the public though no 
testimony is accepted. 



Conference Committee – Cont. 

• Except for budget bills, no new subject matter 
should be inserted. 

• The bill’s status sheet will be updated as its 
conferees are assigned and meetings 
scheduled. 

• The legislature’s website has a “Conference 
Committee” tab where you’ll be able to 
quickly find measures, legislators, and 
summary reports during conference. 

 



www.capitol.hawaii.gov 





Handy icons  







The State Budget 

HB 1700 HD1 SD1 



The State Budget 

• Conference on the State Budget is similar to 
conference on a bill – the function is to 
resolve the differences between the House 
and Senate versions of the Budget. 

• The House Finance Committee and Senate 
Ways and Means Committee members serve 
as conferees on the State Budget. 

• The main difference is the budget worksheets. 









DHHL Operating Budget 



DHHL’s Supplemental Budget 
Request from the Governor 

• $100,000 trade-off in the federal fund (means 
of financing N), between personnel costs and 
other current expenditures. 

• It also requests that the overall federal fund 
appropriation be decreased by $13.6 million 
to $9.7 million in order to reflect the 
anticipated grant award. 











HB1700 HD1 

• The House did not concur with the $100,000 
trade-off in the federal fund (means of 
financing N), between personnel costs and 
other current expenditures. 

• The House did not concur with the decrease 
by $13.6 million to $9.7 million in order to 
reflect the anticipated grant award. 











HB1700 SD1 

• The Senate concurs with the $100,000 trade-
off in the federal fund (means of financing N), 
between personnel costs and other current 
expenditures. 

• The Senate concurs with the decrease by 
$13.6 million to $9.7 million in order to reflect 
the anticipated grant award. 











GM18 – Operating Budget for FY 16 

• Replace the $9,632,000 GF appropriation for 
DHHL’s FY 16 administration and operating 
expenses, with $17,144,374 in GF. 

• Amend the budget proviso to delete all 
references to the Nelson litigation. 

• Increase the amount of GF authorized to be 
deposited into the HH admin acct by DHHL to 
pay for, or to reimburse DHHL’s other special 
or trust funds, for paying for DHHL’s A&O exp. 









GM18 – Operating Budget for FY 17 

• Add 1.00 permanent, federal fund position 
and $71,337 in federal funds. 

• Establish a new Program ID for A&O exp. 

• Transfer funding and positions out of Planning 
and Development and into A&O. 

• Add 28.00 permanent, general fund positions 
and $1,484,364 in GF. 

• Add $6,811,698 in GF for other current 
expenses.  















GM18 – Operating Budget for FY 17 

• In addition to the $17,824,157 in GF to be 
appropriated directly to DHHL, $5,726,479 in 
GF for fringe benefits are included in various 
appropriations to the Departments of B&F 
and Human Resources Development for 
pension, social security, Medicare, health 
benefits, workers’ compensation and other 
employee benefits for the general funded 
positions. 



DHHL Capital Improvement Projects 





HB1700 HD1 

• The House version had no new CIP for DHHL. 

• The House version also reduced the Papakolea 
Sewer System Upgrades by $2M in FY 17. 



HB1700 SD1 

• The Senate version included the increase of 
$9M for Papakolea Sewer Improvements,  
$2.5 M for Remediation Improvements to 
Dams and Reservoirs, and  $2M for 
Unexploded Ordinance Mitigation. 

• The Senate version added $500K for Sewer 
Assessments on Oahu, $500K for Rock Fall 
Mitigation in Waimanalo, $100K for Lalamilo, 
and $3M for Waianae Emergency Access Rd. 

 

 



How can I advocate at this stage? 

• Contact conference 
members 
independently 

• Ask your Senator or 
Representative for 
their support 

• Encourage others to 
communicate 



This is a lot of information! 
 

So, when you’re trying to figure 
out where to find something 



Your Office 

at the  
State Capitol 

4th Floor,  
Room 401 





Links to other 

government 

resources 

and offices 



PAR’s website: LRBhawaii.org/PAR  

 

 

PAR can Help! 



PAR can Help! 

• PAR website offers handy lists, manuals and 
tips 

• Get on our email list for notices and 
newsletters 

• Call or email us – we can save you time by 
pointing you in the right direction 

 

 



Public Access Room 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone:  808 / 587 - 0478 
Email:  par@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Website:  LRBhawaii.org/PAR 

 

mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
http://lrbhawaii.org/par


Mahalo! 


