
O'ahu Island Plan Open House Comments - April 20, 27 and May 4, 2013 Compiled on 7/3/13 by DHHL  Planning Office
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City Event 
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Event 
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Comments Issues or Keywords

1 L Waianae 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

(Overall) Maika'i!
STN 3 - Ag: Those with acreage should share or have the kuleana of providing for the community. 

 More Equitable "shares"
 Some of the equity should go back into the dept. after/if selling.

 How can I help? I want to offer assistance to dept. somehow.
 Have a volunteer division?

 Want to help - KOKUA - with policy & procedures if needed, or loan collection (wherever)
Anti-speculation clauses on mortgages like Habitat for Humanity

Share, kokua, equitable, 
volunteer, anti-speculation

2 A Mililani 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

Notification: Why is it we did not get the postcard for this until yesterday, April 19!? At least 3 weeks 
notice is much more appropriate.
STN 3 - Ag: Residential and Farm Leases: 42 Wai'anae, 2 Waimanalo, 17 Wai'ahole - I have been 
and (sic) applicant for Ag. Land since 1976. I am still waiting. Subsistence farming  X Supplemental 
Farming I would like to do a little of both. I can do both. How much longer do I wait?

Ag, farming, waiting, late 
notification

3 A 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

 STN 2: More houses on Oahu, res. lot 5,500 (sq. ft.)
 STN 4: Church (Sanctuary), Bike paths/jogging paths.

 Who does the fee go to?
 Why can't the fee be paid already?

STN 6: Why should we exchange - why not ask for more land?

Fees, land exchange

4 A Waianae 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

STN 1: We can't afford down payment 10,000. We had offers before for Kapolei but have bills we're 
working on to clear credit, then working on down payment $10,000. Then put me to work to help out 
cuz on disability. If we would have kept our section eight when we got offerred Lot on Kapolei we still 

 have bad credit.
STN 3: We need more space for privacy and security. For cars grandchildren to play and grow. I 
think there's enough land to give more land more space. In Nana Kule Waiane I can afford a fixer 
upper with more space and exstend house. Put more rooms. For my family, grandkids to live. With 
school, shopping, parks.
STN 4: Community uses, what we want: supermarket, playground
STN 5: It's a good idea because we pay less for the home. Where we can afford mortgage 
payments.
STN 6: If there's ridge land that we can trade I think we should so Hawaiian people can afford a 
home on this property. We have to do something now before we die at least for our childrens' 
children to live on. Or else will be homeless on the beach.

can't afford, down payment, 
bad credit, more space, 
privacy, security, more rooms
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5 A Waianae 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

STN 1: What about rehabilitah Forclosure homes for those with less money?
I want a place where I can extend.
STN 2: Where do we start from cause Ive been of the list since 1984 Ive been offord like Kapolei but 
I can't afford it, so I keep on turn it down. I would like to see something happens where I can afford it 
with my income.
STN 3: I need more spaces and yard
STN 4: Need
STN 5: It's a good idea because we pay less for the home. Where we can afford mortgage payment
STN 6: If there's ridge land that we can trade I think we should. So Hawaiian people can afford a 
house on this property. We have to do something now.

rehabilitate homes, can't 
afford, more space, yard, 
trade land

6 A Waipahu 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

CMNT 1: Why are there so many abandon board homes "Keep out sign" - numerous properties that 
can get used for applicants on the waiting list. Especially since there is a limit amount of acres on 
Oahu available. How can we get these board up homes?
CMNT 2: Why is DHHL allowing lessees to sell for big profit. I feel DHHL should get that % of profit, 
if turned around and sold - right away by lessees. Even people are all selling their undivided interest 
when they don't need it. COME ON! Do Something!!

reuse abandoned homes, 
selling leases, selling 
undivided leases

7 L Pearl City 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

CMNT 1: Hawaiians should be offerred the Foreclosure Homes in Kaupea and Kanehili. Instead of 
Letting the Home go to Waste.
CMNT 2: DHHL should have more of these types of Workshops to Help those who are waiting to get 
on Homestead lands.

offer foreclosure homes, 
more workshops

8 A Pearl City OIP Open 
House #1

CMNT 1: Exchange land that can't be used for Building homes.
CMNT 2: Make larger homes. Six Bedroom and 3 full baths.
CMNT 3: Want solar on roofs.
CMNT 4: Four car garage.
CMNT 5: Need to find out where we are on the list.

Exchange land, larger homes, 
solar roofs, four car garage 

9 O 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

a community center community center

10 A Kapolei 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

STN 3: Why do we (Hwn Home Land) built more homes for kupuna? We (Hawaiians) are getting 
older each year. When will the Hawaiian Home Land will built a Kupuna Homes in Kapolei? Hawaiian 
Home Land need to move faster than ever before.

kupuna homes

11 A Waipahu 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

Bring on the list from 1983
How can I better my understanding of qualifying for hawaiian homes?

12 L Kaneohe 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

I found this open house to be very informational and interesting. Mahalo nui loa for providing these 
workshops. Incorporate more of these.

More workshops

13 A Waianae 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

CMNT 1: Why doesn't local banks support loans for 1st time home owners, who want to remodel or a 
"fixer upper" on an abandoned property & house?

remodel abandoned homes

14 A Waimanalo 4/20/2013 OIP Open 
House #1

I really enjoyed your Open House with all the different stations to help explain what DHHL has for the 
Hawaiian people that are not sure about some things that are questionable. Your staff has been a 
great help for me and the questions that I had and their answers were very helpful. Keep up with the 
good work you have for the Hawaiian people of Hawaii. Mahalo.
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15 L Honolulu ? CMNT 1: Must a garage be attached to the home dwelling in order to get an O.K. to build the 
structure?

attached garage

16 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

Q1: is there a better way for me to take financial help classes here in town?
Q2: Is there classes that I can take to better help me to prepare financially to buy a homestead for 
when it is my turn?
CMNT 1: So many people I know in my generation turn down homestead loans because they were 
underequipped knowledge-wise and not financially there to buy or lease. It's wonderful you are 
striving to acquire more land, but I would like to see more classes to help those like me be better 
prepared to get our own. Not everyone get rich families to co-sign. LOL!! Mahaloz!!
CMNT 2: Personally I cannot complain. I currently live in a 1 bedroom apt. with my husband and 4 
keiki. I would accept any available place for my babies. People who already have homesteads 
shouldn't complain! Sheesh!!

financial help, more education

17 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Condos/apartment needed in downtown Honolulu
CMNT 2: Lower rates for lessees
CMNT 3: Find other ways for revenue, ex. 1 - more farming or sustainability options; ex. 2 - Teach 
Hawaiians how to sustain.
CMNT 4: Mahalo

condos/apartments 
Downtown, lower rates, more 
farming, sustainability

18 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: I don't get to check email all the time only when I get connect thru when I volunteer at work
CMNT 2: checking- in my mind went blank so the email address is wrong

19 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

20 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

21 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Yes would like to have information on the outer islands of Hawaii. Since I am an applicant 
on Maui ag land. 

Outer islands

22 B Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

23 L Waianae 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: I received the first postcard flyer in mail on April 20 at 3pm. Same day as Waipahu Open 
House. Why short notice for only 3 Open Houses? Why not move?
CMNT 2: Why only 3 Beneficiary Meetings in July on 3 consecutive days 16, 17, 18? Why not move 
meetings?
CMNT 3: Why HHC draft and approval requested at HHC Mtgs on neighbor islands instead of 
Oahu? Why short timeline for an important task?
CMNT 4: What exactly will happen to the Regional Plans for each ahupua'a?
CMNT 5: How will the priorities identified on the Regional Plans be prioritized on the Oahu Plan?

short notice, Regional Plans, 
priority projects

24 L Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Can you have a lease and still sign up for an agricultural lot or pastoral lot? res lease and ag/pastoral
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25 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: First, I appreciate all what DHHL prepared to educate us re: what will help us + our 
families, what is involved in obtaining Hawaiian homes.
CMNT 2: Second, this workshop provided very valuable information. Having separate stations was 
very helpful, everyone who spoke to us did a great job.
CMNT 3: This is my first workshop + I'm grateful to have been able to attend. I'm looking forward to 
hearing about what more will be presented for the Hawaiian people.

valuable information 

26 A Waialua 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: I enjoyed information. All who answered my questions, very personable. Much appreciated. 
Hopefully I will have a chance to purchase a home. I do have cash to pay and be mortgage free. 
Everyone here today exceptionally pleasant.

cash, mortgage free

27 L Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Great information. I have one thing to say, Hurry up with the leases. Thanks. Hurry up w/leases

28 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Mahalo for providing this meet & greet function. There were some issues that were 
addressed & concerning items such as 1. accepting less land, 2. Financing/pricing, 3. exchanging.
CMNT 2: Overall the work DHHL is doing is great. Just saddens me to think we need to bargain just 
to accomplish a goal. Pricing will be a key factor in allowing families/lessees oportunity to keep their 
homes.

decreasing lot size, financing, 
pricing, land exchange 

29 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Mahalo for the Keiki corner!
Q1: Why did the land space decrease over time since you folks started w/offerring hawaiian 
homesteads, it decreased so much and Oahu is still suffering because we heard all day through the 
sections, "we are running out of land on Oahu." We heard you folks, and understand all of your 
efforts, but there has to be other solutions.
Q2: How can we request more homes be built in Honolulu/Central Oahu?
Q3: How can be awarded faster for our homesteads because I am a single parent, and I am 46 years 
old. My husband passed away @ 39 years old, and my time is limited. I am raising my only 8 yr. old 
son, and really would like to get awarded sooner for him.
Q4: Would you folks consider having a sub-committee of applicants to help w/getting info together & 
getting more awareness to other applicants to help let our voices be heard in the legislature/to get 
more funding, development, etc. to help you folks in the quest to award every single Hawaiian family 
their homestead! Mahalo nui!

Keiki Station good, 
decreasing lot size bad, need 
more homes in 
Honolulu/Central Oahu, 
award faster, applicant task 
force

30 L Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

Q1: Are other lessees aware of need to apply for extension after 99 yr. lease?
Q2: What is the process/or is there a process to transfer lease to daughter before passing?
Q3: Are there legal requirements to build 2 car garage on property before getting building permit for 
renovating?
Q4: Are there resources/workshops available to help with cracks in walls alongside the roads and 
homes?

lease extension, lease 
transfer, 2 car garage, home 
repair resources, 

31 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: No comments, very pleased.
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32 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Pls think about the lands that are not in use, to swap lands so there will be lands for the 
Hawns to have a roof over their heads. It doesn't make any sense to have lands that is in no use for 
the people. 
CMNT 2: Also we the people want to be able to grow crops like fruits and vegetable and raise 
chicken, rabbits and other animals to sustain our food supplement by being self sufficiant in the 
future. Mahalo. 

swap unused lands, 
subsistence ag, self-
sufficiency

33 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: At every station it helped me realized how important DHHL is committed to the individuals 
feed back on how they will develop the homes.

feedback

34 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

35 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

36 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: Would love to see the Mo'ili'ili DDHL site developed into a High Rise. I will fully support that 
project as I live on Coyne St. Papakolea DHHL is all taken up. Unless you can find someone to sale. 
Please let me know of any further developments. Mahalo.

Build Moiliili High Rise, 

37 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: What is the problem of EVERYONE saying "the Lord's Prayer" in OUR HAWAIIAN 
LANGUAGE? & HOLDING HAND IN A CIRCLE. NOTE: How come a person went around asking 
those who came today "If they could do pule?" We are guest.

pule, protocol

38 A Waimanalo 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

It was nice to talk face-to-face and get answers to our immediate concerns. I appreciate being 
involved in the planning process because when I do obtain my own home someday, I will certain be 
thankful for having it, in a community that I helped plan.

participation, communication

39 L 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

-Bring back the marae.
-Stop the open houses.
-Stop the planning.
-Get the show on the road according to the Organic Act or abrogate it. Money, time, effort wasted.
-Stop the political and equity abuse of power.
-Compliance = mandatory (This is not being addressed.)
-Participation = choice (Too many open houses, too many planning meetings and development with 
nothing to show, but black and white on paper.)
-Are you really proud of our lifestyle?
-Are you proud enough to bring it back?
-How far back do you intend to go, to bring us forward?
-Do the people really think they can do it better than Western living? What a waste of resources. 

abuse of power, planning is a 
waste of resources

40 A Pearl City 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

No Comments

41 A 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

42 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

Every station that I went to everything that I listen to was very clear and understanding + questions 
was answered.
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43 A Waianae 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

44 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

No comments on my behalf

45 L Ewa Beach 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

CMNT 1: With as many people showing up for an open house, it would have been more effective to 
have more than 1 host/presenter per station. Open question session could have a varied length of 
time per station especially when there are individuals who have a large number of questions. 
CMNT 2: May I suggest a wider use of the space available rather than having everyone congregate 
in the middle of the caf. lots of wasted space. Station 5 & 6 so close together. 

More than one staff per 
station, too crowded

46 A Mililani 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

Concerns about certain things
Thank You!

47 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

Station #1 & 2: Continue 50% Hwn. Beneficiaries still have chance with less.
Station #3: 3,500 sq.ft. small. Big families won't work.

Keep 50% Blood Quantum, 
3500 sf lot too small

48 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

49 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

50 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

I am living now in Waikiki, and want to buy a condo, maybe 2 bedrm with a lanai, laundry, kitchen 
etc. work and daily activities are convenient for me. I believe DHHL should consider building condos 
in Waikiki.

want a condo, build condos in 
Waikiki

51 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

52 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

(no questions or comments)

53 A Honolulu 4/27/2013 OIP Open 
House #2

Mahalo for having this meeting - appreciate it.

54 A Kailua 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Please develop more Kupuna Housing -- If we elders cannot afford Homestead Lots. Kupuna - 
Housing is our only outlet for housing.

Kupuna housing

55 A Kaneohe 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Thank you for making time to consider the thoughts and ideas of the Applicants. I feel [that] the 
sense of the department is really trying to move forward and really "make a difference." Mahalo. 

moving forward, making a 
difference

56 A Kaneohe 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

(no questions or comments)

57 L Waianae 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Our future generation that are 50% plus blood quantum should not be looking or even thinking 
"houseless." DHHL 20 year planning should include "design thinking" that would fit its purpose to the 
Hawaiian (Act 21) of 1921. rehabilitation Act amendment which to rehabilitate Hawaiians (native 50% 
blood quantum) onto their land. as amended.

"Design Thinking"

58 L Honolulu 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Q1: Why was 14 acres of homestead lands on the Papakolea side of Punchbowl approved for 
nonlessee (homestead) occupation?
Q2: Why was this parcel (14 acres) status never made public to the beneficiaries? per Linda Chinn

Why 14 acres on side of 
Punchbowl not for 
homesteading?

59 A Honolulu 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

(no questions or comments)
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60 A Honolulu 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Excellent communication workshop! We need more lands to develop for Hawaiians. Development of 
condos and apartments is an excellent avenue to help place Hawaiians in a home. Also, Kapolei 
Community Shopping Center is another great way to bring in revenue for future land purchases. It 
also appears another great way to employ Hawaiians and develop business owners of Hawaiian 
ancestry. Mahalo!

Need more lands, condos & 
apartments, Kapolei 
Community Shopping Center

61 A Marysville 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Q1: What is the likelihood of land trading for land specifically in Kailua/Lanikai?
Q2: If land trades were implemented, would beneficiaries have a chance to vote?
Q3: Could "Pride of Place" guidelines or standards be implemented before lessees are awarded?

trade for land in 
Kailua/Lanikai, vote on land 
trades, "Pride of Place" 
guidelines/standards62 A 5/4/2013 OIP Open 

House #3
A Lot of Information! Mahalo! information

63 A Kaneohe 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

See Yellow Sheet (evaluation)

64 A 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Very Informative. Thank you for sharing. informative

65 A Kaneohe 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

More open houses and informational meetings More open houses

66 A Kaneohe 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Need more open houses More open houses

67 A Kaneohe 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

My husband has proved 3x of his 50% hawaiian. Every time they say something is missing. Who is 
taking the information.

proving native Hawaiian

68 A Waimanalo 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

With this format DHHL representatives are often forced to answer the same questions over and 
over. Having a forum where everyone could hear each other's questions might increase efficiency. 
While Hawaiians do not mind speaking up from within a group, many of us are not comfortable 
writing them up on posters for all to see.

repetitive format, forum more 
efficient

69 L Waimanalo 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Did not like format. not a good format

70 A Honolulu 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Workshop was very informative and consultants/staff clarified questions I had. Looking forward to 
future workshops. Enjoyed this a lot, mahalo.

Informative, future workshops

71 A Waimanalo 5/4/2013 OIP Open 
House #3

Excellent layout and process used to gather important community input and feedback. Maika'i!! layout and process
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