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Special points of in-
terest:

e Molokai was once
know for it's honey-
bees and honey pro-
duction.

e The honey bee alone

contributes to the
production of many
billions of dollars
worth of crops in
America every year.
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Tie BUZZ o Molokai

Molokai Native Hawazian Beginning Beekeeping Class # 1

What’s all the BUZZ
about? Well lately, it’s
not about the big swells
or hurrying to the beach.
For these 11 participants
it’s hustling to Bee Class
so they don’t miss out on
the next surprise. The
Molokai Native Hawaiian
Beginning Beekeeping
Class began in September
and has met every two
weeks. Class is kind of
like a rollercoaster... you
never know what the next
twist or turn will be like,
so you definitely don’t
want to miss!

Pollinators—

Students for the first class
were chosen from the Mo-
lokai Native Hawaiian Be-
ginning Farmer Program.
What’s neat about this Bee
Class and sets it apart from
the rest is that the goal is
not to train farmers to keep

bees for honey. Itis to
train farmers to manage a
very valuable resource-
Pollinators. The specific
pollinators we chose hap-
pen to be honey bees.
Another attribute of the
class is that it is 75%
hands-on from day
one. The partici-
pants love it and the
teachers love it too.

Class 1 Participants headed to the apiary.

Try Farming Without Them

Did you know that three-
fourths of the world’s flower-
ing plants depend on pollina-
tors to reproduce (USDA/
NRCS)?

Without bees, wasp, bats, but-
terflies, birds, moths, and other
insects, who would be doing all

the work? That’s’ right, the
farmer. Can you imagine get-
ting up every morning and
walking out to the 5 acre field
of cucumbers or watermelon
with a fine bristled paint brush
to spend your day
bent over pollinat-
ing plants? I don't

think 2 one of us wants to even
consider this. That’s why polli-
nator conservation is so im-
portant. Look inside to see
ways you can help conserve
pollinators here on Molokai.

College of Tropical Agriculture

and Human Resources
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
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Our Pollinators are
PRICELESS!

UH Honeybee Project

The BUZZ on Molokai

Pollinator Conservation

We need your help to
protect and encourage
pollinators in your land-
scape and on the farm.
Conservation practices
easy enough anyone:

¢ Plant pollinator
friendly plants that
bloom at various
times of year. Polli-
nators need pollen
and nectar sources
year round.

¢ Reduce or eliminate
pesticide use. If you
use them, choose the

least toxic option and

make sure to read and

follow the label BEE
responsible!

¢ Provide water. Polli-
nators need watet!
Providing a shallow
pan or tub of fresh
water will help, but
you must incorporate
half submerged rocks
or sticks to provide a
place for pollinators
to land, perch and
take off.

¢ Leave a “natural
green area”. Whether
planted or wild, leave

UH Honeybee Project

Honeybees pollinate
many tropical fruits and
nuts and are key pollina-
tors for vegetable crops
such as cucurbits. Bee-

dependent crops require a

high number of bee visits
per flower to produce
adequate yield, thus hon-
eybees constitute a natu-
ral link between growers
and beekeepers. The UH
Honeybee Project pro-
vides information to bee-

keepers and farmers
about sustainable meth-
ods for pest control, en-
courages newcomers to
beekeeping, and provides
advice to growers who
require bees for their
crops. Our goal is to
teach beckeepers and

growers how to keep bees

using organic methods,
find alternative farming
practices that reduce pes-
ticide input and promote

a small area of plants
for food and protec-
tion.

¢ Make a nesting box or
leave an old tree limb
or trunk for carpenter
and leafcutter bees.

¢+ Know your plants and
your pollinators. But-
terfly and moth larvae
will feed on the leaves
of plants. Being able
to recognize the vari-
ous stages of life will
help you determine if
friend or foe.

pollinator friendly agro-
ecosystems.

For more information
about the project visit
their website at

www.ctahr.hawaii.edu

wright/

Honev Bee Home.html

Or contact them:
Phone: (808) 956-2445

Email:
uhbeelab@gmail.com
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Small Hive Beetle Alert for Molokai

The Small Hive Beetle
(SHB), Aethina tumida, is a
pest that has in recent
years reecked havoc upon
the bees of Hawaii. SHB
is a native to South Africa
where it is considered
harmless. Once the SHB
was found in the south-
eastern US (Florida and
Louisiana) it became a
serious pest. As for Ha-
wall, it was not until 2010
that it was found on the

Big Island. Shortly after
that time it was found on
Oahu, then Molokai in
2011, and Maui. On Big
Island and Oahu, there
have been widespread
damage to hives with the
beetle damaging and eat-
ing every thing that is
available in the hive. At
low levels the beetle can
be tolerated.

Here on Molokai, we are

fortunate that the SHB p ™

has so far only been
found on the East End
(east of mm 8). Through
cooperation of local bee
keepers we are utilizing
oil traps to monitor and
reduce the beetle num-
bers. For more infor-
mation contact Jennifer
Hawkins at 808-567-6935.

Did You Know?

A bee’s front end is sweet

Midges are small flies.
Two species of midge are
the only known pollina-
tors of cacao trees, which
produce the beans from
which chocolate is made.

and kind,

But never trust a bee’s be-

So always stay in front of it.

Attention Molokai Beekeepers

There will be a meeting on
Wednesday, February 29 from
6:00-7:00 p.m. at the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) for all
Beekeepers on the island of
Molokai. It is very important
that you mark your calendar to
attend. We will be discussing
the SHB monitoring program
here on Molokai.

A special thanks to all of you
who attended the last meeting
on January 25. I also appreci-
ate those of you who have sent
me your monitoring reports for
this week.

hind.

A bee can sting if it can sit,

“A world without
pollinators would be a
world without
strawberries, squash,
cucumbers, chocolate,
melons, or pumpkins.”




Molokai Extension Service

P.O. Box 394
69-1 Punpeelua Avenue
Hoolehua, HI 96729

Phone: 808-567-6929
Fax: 808-567-6933

E-mail: hawkinsj@ctahr.hawaii.edu

We’re on the web!

www.ctahr.hawaii.edu

College of Tropical Agriculture
and Human Resources
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

Objectives of the Extension/ DHHL Partnership

Provide educational program leadership in agriculture
production to Department of Hawaiian Homeland
lessees seeking assistance with commercial or subsist-
ence agriculture.

Provide educational training and technical assistance in
agriculture to increase Hawaiian Homeland Home-
steaders’ knowledge in agriculture and crop produc-
fion management.

Conduct educational programs on crop management,
sustainable agriculture, agro forestry, ornamentals,
and native plant production.

Conduct educational programs to increase the value of
homestead farm enterprises.

Extension & DHHL working
together to support on-farm
pollinators on the Homestead

The purpose of this news-
letter is to provide educa-
tional information on pre-
serving our honeybees and
native pollinators here on
Molokai. Thanks to the
partnership between the
University of Hawaii, Col-
lege of Tropical Agriculture
and Human Resources,
Cooperative Extension
Service, and the Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home
Lands we are able to get
this type of information out
to you.

For more information on Other publications offered

pollination, the partnership
or other information listed
in this newsletter, feel free
to contact

Jennifer Hawkins,

UH CTAHR Molokai
Extension Agent-DHHL at
(808) 567-6935 or

by e-mail at haw-
kinsj@ctahr.hawaii.edu.

through this partnership
include:

“Home on the Homestead
Range’-Livestock/Pasture
Newsletter

“Growing’- Fruit/Vegetable
Newsletter

“Highlights from
Hoolehua”-Quarterly part-
nership report
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