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Overview 



Separation of Powers 
3 equal branches of government 

Executive 
Implement the law 

 
Governor 

DHHL 

Legislative 
Make the law 

 

 

Judiciary 
Interpret the law 

 

 



U.S. Senate 

U.S. House of  Representatives 

County of  Hawaii  

(Big Island) 

Hawaii County Council 

Honolulu City & County  

(Oahu, Northwestern Hawaiian Islands) 

Honolulu City Council 

County of  Kauai 

(Kauai and Niihau) 

Kauai County Council 

Maui County  

(Kahoolawe, Lanai, Maui and Molokai) 

Maui County Council 

Legislative Branch:  Makes the laws 

 

 
¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ one level of this branch of government 

NATIONAL  

STATE 

State Legislature passes laws 
that govern Hawaii 

U.S. Congress passes laws that 
govern the entire country 

COUNTY 

Each council passes laws that 
govern their county 



Legislative Branch:  Makes the laws 

 

 STATE 

State Legislature passes laws 
that govern the state of Hawaii 



 

 

 

Hawaii State Legislature = two-chambered, lawmaking body  
 

Senate House of  Representatives 

State Senators (25) State Representatives (51) 



Åin leadership roles to 

enhance their effectiveness 
 

What do these lawmakers do? 

Åon committees focused on 

particular subject matter 
 

Åas your representatives and 

senators 
 



 
 
 
In performing this  
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΣ ǘƘŜȅΧ 

 

Åenact laws 
 

Åadopt resolutions  
 

Åpropose amendments to the Hawaii State 
Constitution 
 

Åapprove the State budget 
 

 



www.capitol.hawaii.gov 










