
Kawaiolaonäpükanileo was founded in 1997 by Nola A. Nahulu to promote and preserve the 
Hawaiian Choral Tradition.  Aaron Mahi gifted the ensemble with its name: “It is our hope 
that the music that this ensemble brings with their voices (näpükanileo) will bring re-

newed life to those they sing for (Kawaiola).”  

This ensemble hosts its own choral series annually in addition to their kökua to community 
events such as ‘Onipa‘a (celebrating Lili‘uokalani’s birthday at ‘Iolani Palace), Ke Ahe Lau Makani 
(Hawaiian choral festival held at Washington Place), Prince Kühiö Choral Concert (celebrating 
Kühiö’s birthday in March), and the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs’ annual ‘Aha Mele.  En-
semble members come from diverse professional backgrounds with the common thread for their 
love of Hawaiian Choral singing.

KawaiolaonÄpÜkanileo
in performance at

the 2nd DHHL HomesteaD LeaDersHip ConferenCe

saturday, January 23, at 5:45 p.m.
during dinner in the Leahi Ballroom



Kü Kahakalau is a native Hawaiian educator, activist, cultural expert and practitioner residing 
in Kukuihaele on Hawai’i Island.  The first person in the world to receive a Ph.D. in Indigenous 

Education, Kü is the founder and director of Kanu o ka ‘Äina Public Charter School, director of 
Hälau Wänana Center for Higher Learning, President of the Kanu o ka ‘Äina Learning ‘Ohana, co-
founder and representative of Nä Lei Na’auao – Native Hawaiian Charter School Alliance on the 
Charter School Review Panel.  Over the past decade, Kü and her Hawaiian learning ‘ohana have 
developed an innovative, intergenerational family of Hawaiian-focused programs, grounded in a 
Pedagogy of Aloha, serving hundreds of Hawaiians.  In January 2009, this learning ‘ohana opened 
their first high performance facility on Hawaiian Homes lands in Waimea on Hawai’i Island. This 
facility is part of Kauhale ‘Öiwi o Pu’ukapu, Hawai’i’s first community-based, culturally-driven, 
family-oriented learning destination recognized as a viable model for native self-determination, 
and community viability.

Kü Kahakalau, Ph.D.
Keynote Speaker

the 2nd DHHL HomesteaD LeaDersHip ConferenCe

Saturday, January 23, 
FOLLOWING dinner in the Leahi Ballroom


